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MAID or KE NT. 


PART OF A MUTILATED LETTER FROM 


MY FATHER TO DOCTOR PHILPOT. 


Arp I have had two more eſpecial 


* reaſons for this peculiar education of my 
© ſon. 


6 As to the firſt, had I circumvented, 
* his early attachment with the ſtern be- 
* haviour of the generality of parents, 


* alarmed and irritated, on the thoughts 
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„ 2 
of degrading his ſtation and pretenſions, 
I ſhould have effectually turned his ge- 


nerous ſentiments into a groveling, ſor- 


did, ſelf enjoyment. 


“ He would have triumphed in is ſu. 
perior rank, and the object of his paſſion 


would have fallen a paſſive ſacrifice to 


his — 


66 © Then all the vices would have ruſhed 


upon him — the moral ties of his con- 
duct would have been diſſolved, and his 


youthful paſſions would have floated 
down the ocean of modern debauchery. 


“ He has now a plan to purſue which 
will exerciſe every tender impreſſion, 
and call forth all his virtue to bring to 


perſection. 1 | 


* If he conn, what will not be the 
approbation of the wiſe and the good: 
As to the world, to the vulgar, the 
fooliſh, and the vain, we will ſpurn at 
their reproaches, and trace out nes 
maxims of happineſs. 


. This 


15 


E 3] 


« This I am certain of — by my gene- 


& rous and vigilant conduct I have ſecured 


« his confidence and virtue — but. from 
whence theſe ſentiments ? — From you, 
dear Doctor from you I have learnt the 
« ripe duties of a parent and I have now 


Ln 


* 


c 


La) 


had experience to find their value in ad- 
e miniſtering the ſame diſcretionary tuition 
to my child, 


« I have examined Edward on the firſt 
* impreſſions which he had received of the 
tender paſſion for the daughter of Un- 
« derwood there was reaſon to apprehend 
* a change— Abſence and the gay flutter 
« of life — ſtrong incentives, you know, to 


* ſuperſede the incautious ſentiments of a 


boy juſt burſting from the ſhell of child- 
hood — but he has reaſoned upon his 
choice — there is a powerful ſtimulus of 
* honour in his nature. 


“ Miſs Cornwall, I had reaſon to think, 
vas the rival of our little eve attrac- 
tion in every feature of her manner and 
perſon fortune and connections pre- 


* ference too, J have reaſon to ſay—theſe 
B 2 | 6s a | 
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1 
are great incentives but Edward is firm 
in his firſt impreſſions. d 


% You well know how often we have 
reaſoned on the neceſſity of giving the 
ſpirit of knight errantry to a young man 
of a good heart and intellects. 


However whimſical this epithet may 
appear at firſt view, there is more ſerious 
truth couched under it than the ſuperſi- 
cial obſerver of human nature may at 


firſt ſight diſcover. 


« Youth will always have a ſpirit of 
« enterpriſe — we are then juſtly to be 
* called Quixots on our entery into life; 
„ and though we may not, in our diſtem- 
* pered notions of chivalry, make our at- 
* tacks on caſtles, giants, and windmills, 
* there are ſtill objects of a nature full as 
45 prepoſterous on which we may exert our 


* prowels. 


. gut if in the purſuit of a dulcina, there 
c is virtue for its baſis. If the mind of 


„youth can be averted from more crimi- 
4 & mal 


9 | 
© mal courſes, and ſteadily fixed in the more l 
« innocent, to which experience and ſa ga- 
« city has invited it, and more eſpecially 
«© when the firſt principles of the youthful 
«© moment has pure nature for its agent, 
© then the parent will triumph over the 
« jmpurity and guilt of thoſe courſes, in 
« which the generality of the youth of the 
preſent age are perpetually ruſhing. 


&«& Farther experience muſt juſtify the 
© trath of our plans all is well hitherto 
{© but we muſt ſtill, with patience and hu- 
« mility, think with Solon in his famed an- 
« {wer to the proſperous royalty of Crœſus, 
*« © wait the end of things. 


“P. S. Should be glad to ſee 
e you as ſoon as poſlible i in Har- 
« ley Street.“ 


DOCTOR 


* 


DOCTOR PHILPOT'S SENTIMENTS ON A 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EDUCATION, 
AND AN EARLY INTRODUCTION INT0 
LIFE, IN ANSWER TO MY FATHER'S 


LETTER. 


O N the immediate receipt of your letter, 


I threw my pipe into the fire, reached my 
porte folio, and wetted my old pen. 


I rejoice to find Edward is ſteady in his 
principles - Metaphyſically ſpeaking, ſome- 
thing, perhaps, may be placed to a natural 
good heart, and a conſtitutional firmneſs of 
reſolution - ] believe with you, that all is 
hitherto well—and one thing convinces me 
we were both right in our plan of training. 


His morals are not corrupted by Jus 
early introduction into life— with Know- 
| ledge 


E 
ledge he ĩs not tainted with the vices of the 
age—in this we triumph, 


Had you adopted the plan of Lady 

| Hales—the private education which I have 
always condemned as an effeminate ſyſtem 
—his mind would have derived no energy, 
from the narrow confines of his own family, 
to withſtand the frequent onſet of worldly 
trial, The mind of youth muſt, in ſome 
reſpects, be left to its own powers. 


Il muſt deliver my ſentiments more 
cloſely, being led to conclude, from a ſur- 
vey of the paſt, we may be able to divine 
the good effects of the future. 


It has been often alledged, that good ex- 
ample can be always preſented before a 
youth under the immediate inſpection of a 
private tuition. This I deny. 


Vice, like peſtilential diſorders which 
exale from an Aſiatic fen, is contagious to 
youth, when confined from the free air of 
public life. 


B 4 3535 
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It is action which will be more likely to 
repel the danger of this contagion, than 
with the ſecluded life of a hermit, rapt in 


contemplation over the lives of primitive 
{aints, or criminal converts. 


Can virtue ſpring from the inanimate 


clod, with no oppoſite paſſion of the heart 
Compare the virtue of an effeminate and 
ſequeſtered youth, with the virtue of him 


who is delivered over to the buſtle of a 
public career. 


Suſpicion follows the theoretical ſyſtem 
of the one, while deciſion is always preced- 
ing the practical ſyſtem of the other. With 
ſuſpicion, inclination totters moral advice 
has loſt its genuine efficacy, becauſe it has 
not been oppoſed with obvious precept. 


The outward actions of a youth, in the 
moments of recreation, ſtudy, converſe with 
his aſſociates, furniſh grounds for an early 
intimation of the heart and principle. On 
this the ſagacious friend muſt build the ſu- 
perſtructure of education. 


Survey 


. d 


E 


— no competitor of ſkill, either in the 
qualities of the mind; his talent ſlumbers, 


the chances or viciſſitudes of life call them 
into action, | | 


heart ; and at a period of life when, per- 


ſenſibly hurried on to vice and intempe- 
rance. | 


But you will ſay a private education may 
be leſs ſubject to bad example. This I 
deny—contamination may be found in the 


lounds from his own roof will impreſs his 


orders — the human mind is ſuſceptible by 
nature —it will be in vain to note the influ- 
ence—1t will only lay dormant until mature 


t into action, and then it will but too often 
uke the current headlong. 


Survey the boy fondled at home, cooped 
up under the reſtraint of private inſtruction 


graver ſtudy, or the lighter ornamental 


and his moral principles are concealed till 


Novelty, in this caſe, will faſten on the 


haps, the paſſions are more ſtrong, he is in- 


climate of his own family — reverberating 


ling fancies with a variety of criminal dif- 
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It has been obſerved, that continual good 
precept will mould our nature into habits of 
moral virtue. True, when youth is de— 
ſigned for inactive ſpheres ; but this ſpecies 
of culture will always be found inimical to 
buſtle and worldly enterpriſe; and the 
youth will never rife to equality of compe- 


titorſhip. | 3 


Let him flip early into life; let him 
view the contraſt of virtue and vice; if he 
has talent and genius, he will moſt aſſur- 
edly faſten on the former in preference to 
the latter; and ſhould he, by a kind of ſur- 

priſe, fall into a temporary courſe of pro- 
miſcuous pleaſure; there is no fatality to 
be apprehended ; honour will ſoon recover 
him from this deluſion, and his return from 
error will then be more ſignaliſed. 

From theſe ſentiments I have collected a 
full approbation of Edward's public plan 
of education, and his early introduction on 
the theatre of men and manners. 
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His attachment has evidently moulded 
his heart to gentle and delicate impreſſions; 
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1 
it has amended and humaniſed the ſtern 
principles of original evil. It, doubtleſs, 
verifies the adage of the old frolicſome 
ih Th | 


& Atque animos placida contudit arte feros, 


Fierce paſſions calm and humaniſe the ſoul, 


My ſiſter Gordon repeats her eulogia of 
Fanny. I find you have written to ſeveral 
Engliſh acquaintance at Paris to viſit them 
and I find, by her report, that ſhe will be 
an ornament to the firſt line of domeſtic 
engagement. . | 


She has had the advantage of the beſt. 
maſters ; and her Engliſh acquaintance will 
cultivate her natural taſte for reading, -and 
the ſtudy of her native language. 


But after all, I muſt ſtill confeſs, that the 
poor girl makes a great ſacrifice to the ties 
of family affection. Mrs. Gordon has no- 
ted much filial piety in her-nature—a great 


argument of her ſenſibility and integrity of 
heart, 


B 6 You 


1 2 ] 

Vou know it has been my firm, fixed 
opinion, that nature is the baſis of human 
acquirement, and of thoſe elegancies which 
compleat the character of the truly liberal 
and expanſive ſoul. We may do much, 
but nature gives the original germe; yet! 
readily make this conceſſion, that we, 
doubtleſs, receive, by habit and commix- 
ture with our equals, a ſyſtem of thought 
which influences our manners, and com- 
pleats a kind of coalition of ſentiment 

which is never to be found among our in- 
feriors. Wherefore we have, doubtleſs, 
taken the beſt method poſſible to introduce 
this child of nature among the moſt po- 
liſhed of our acquaintance. The time is 
now approaching for the laſt ſcene of our 

 drama—my apprehenſion is only fixed on 
worldly prejudice — this our ſagacity muſt 
endeavour to combat. 


I am rejoiced at your plan of keeping 
Lady Hales an utter ſtranger to the fitu- 
ation of our little maid of Kent—in this I 
augur a future ſucceſs —the minds of the 
ſex are more governed by appearances, than 


by the * arcana of more ſubſtantial 
motive 


1 

motives; There may, perhaps, be various 
exceptions; but I have generally found 
their prejudices diſſipated by this ſpecies of 
impoſing influence. 


You have ſaid nothing of the Jekylls in 
your letter. It would be as well, perhaps, to 
give mea line on their town arrangements z 
poſſibly we may, in this inftance, contrive 
a plan to remove your embarraſſment 
there is no accounting for the views of Lady 
Hales —and how to counteract the plan 
which ſhe propoſes for the union of Sophia 
with young Jekyll, may, perhaps, exceed 
our policy. The combination of her views 


on Edward will be defeated by his own na- 


tural predilections and averſions — in this 
we have no fears. 


I have ſome things to order in my pa- 
nh which will arreſt my attention a few 
days ; after which I ſhall obey your ſum- 
mons for town, when, I conjecture, mea- 
ſures are to be taken for Edward's grand 


tour—till then 


VALE. 
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P. S. You have heard my ſentiments on 
the nature of foreign travel ſhall not diſ- 
ſuade you from the plan, becauſe you have 
given his mind a turn to this kind of pa- 
rental indulgence let him go but do not 
propoſe to yourſelf that he can poſſibly de- 
rive any ſolid advantage from it — it may 
amuſe, and give him a kind of flexible de- 
meanor, which, as Shakeſpeare ſays, (though 
of a more verſatile and light character than 
my friend Edward) 


« A kind of yeſty completion : 


Which paſſes thro' the winowed opinion of men,” 


Foreign travel can only be productive of 
real utility to a young man of rank and for- 
tune, when his experience has rendered his 
mind on a par with the generality of the 
world ; and even then, I believe, if the 
truth was fairly inveſtigated, pleaſure and 
change of ſcene conſtitute the real motive of 
their emigration. 


Why ſhould Britons be made a com- 
pound of the French, German, and the 
| Italians * 


rk 


Italians? Ts not ſolid ſenſe and accute 


diſcrimination to be found in our iſland, 
without - the trouble of fetching it from 
abroad 2 Believe me, dear Baronet, there 
is no ſuch thing under Heaven as the poſ- 
fibility of improving a real native Engliſh 
gentleman by foreign travel. 
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THE MATRIMONIAL PLOT FOLLOWED 


BY GREAT EMBARRASSMENT, 


| GREAT reciprocity in our acquaint- 
ance with the Cornwall family had excited 

the marked diſpleaſure of Lady Jekyll; 
nor was Lady Hales ſo much prepoſſeſſed 
in this family attachment as my father. In 
the firſt place, the antient intimacy of Sir 
Simon with Mr. Cornwall — at the ſame 


ſchool — fame ſtanding at the Univerſity— 


My own attachment to his ſon had thrown 
the election of friendſhip into my father's 
ſcale; and though it may appear undutiful 
and cenſorious in the aſſertion, yet the fact 
was, Lady Hales was never in ſtrict coali 
tion with her huſband's ſentiments — his 


preferences were too often her averſions. + | 


Beſides, two objects conſpired to render 


my mother leſs ſociable with the Cornwalls 
than my father. The firſt was, her views in 


the 


lac 


he 
pa 


wn. 


the Jekyll family, to bring about a matri- 


monial connection with me or Sophia; the 
ſecond, her rooted diſlike to Mr. Corn- 
wall's ſiſter—ariſing from this lady's pene- 


tration, worldly conſiſtancy and ſagacity, 
and who could never be overawed by my 
mother's frigidity and haughty demeanor. 
Of this Lady Jekyll was the reverſe; ſhe 


had implicit confidence in my mother's ſu- 


| perior knowledge, faſhion, and family pre- 


tenſion — to which ſhe always yielded her 


moſt devoted and ſupple obeiſance; and as 


thefe families had each a ſeparate plot ma- 
chinated for immediate action, jarring in- 
tereſts would doubtleſs ariſe. 


A jarring intereſt, indeed, of a more 
particular nature, influenced the breaſt of 

| Lady Hales, which threatened greatly the 
| happineſs of my father's town reſidence. 


The partiality of Miſs Cornwall in my 
favour had evidently been obſerved by her 
ladyſhip ; and as ſeveral marked gallantries 
on my fide had alſo been diſplayed before 
ber, when I found myſelf in the com- 


pany of this amiable young lady, my mo- 
ther 
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ther ſeemed inclined to oppoſe any ſerious 
overtures which might naturally be ſup- 
poſed to ariſe from it. 


Frequent ſuggeſtions had reached my 
ear on the poverty of the family — that 
Mr. Cornwall had purchaſed his return to 
Parliament by an exorbitant canvaſs—a 
canvaſs which had drained his finances to 
the loweſt ebb —that he was therefore very 
naturally inclined to favour an approach 
from my fide to his daughter; and hence it 
might be reaſonably inferred, that every 
art would be 7 to accelerate an 
union. 


The force of theſe ſentiments I, doubt. 
leſs, acquieſced in. It was apparent, that 
old Cornwall had raiſed fimilar expetts 
tions; and the aſſiduity of the aunt evi 
dently bordered on the * * of this 
deſirable event. 


Here then was laced her anxiety. dhe 
dreaded this connection — wealth was the 
prime object of her heart — Miſs Jekylls 


riches were immenſe — the brother had 5 
eq 


LT W 13 
equal portion of fortune to beſtow on 
Sophia — but the little favour which the 
young folks ſeemed to diſcover hitherto for 
each other was not a pleaſing reflection for 
Lady Hales; and thus it was natural to 
conclude, ſhe would endeavour to ſever 


that cordiality which ſubſiſted between us 


and che . 


Having 3 at a moment's pri- 


vacy, over our morning tea, her ſhrewd 


ſuggeſtions on Miſs Cornwall's zendre, I 


| frankly told her, that I had only indulged 
in the common forms of gallantry with this 


young lady; and I therefore pledged my 
honour, that all matrimonial views were 
diſtant from my thoughts, 


She was ſatisfied with my aſſertion, yet 
thought reſolved to play the ſpy on my 
motions ; and as I had not formed a plan 
contradictory to my declaration, I felt my- 
ſelf perfectly unconcerned at the ſuſpicion 
which I entertained. | ” 


In her . ſome few days after this 
inter- 


1 7 


interview, I received a letter the contents 
were as follow: 


eee I tremble in taking up my pen my 
« confuſion gives me inexpreſſible pain— 
%% delicacy and decorum harrow up the 

_ « feelings of my ſex —but while I con- 

* demn this overture of a woman's weak- 
c“ neſs, my ſoul is low ſunk in miſery. 


cc Surely, Sir, the generous heart will 
« extend its compaſſion ; and if an equal 
© ſhare of tenderneſs does not take poſſeſ- 
| « ſiou of it, the honour of a gentleman 
will ſhield a woman's fame from injury 
and cenſure. 


oo 
A 


« Spare my breaſt the throb of anguiſh 
* in filing my paper with thoſe ſenti- 
« ments on which the tender heart could 
« dwell with an eternity of rapture. If 
« your breaſt has placed any value on the 
«© contents of this letter, ſuffer me to hear 
« from your lips that return which you 
think it merits. 


— 


——— 


“But, perhaps perhaps 


EN 


« on this overture — my generous heart 
« would have ſwoln with inſufferable an- 


« guiſh, if I had not divulged them. 


cc AMELIA CORNWALL. 


P. S. My aunt will accompany 
* me to Ranelagh this evening — 
46 ſhall be in the third box from the 
« orcheſtra, to the left of the entrance 


from the lobby.” 


When I had peruſed this letter Lady 
Hales obſerved an agitation in my coun- 


tenance. She queſtioned me; but I made 
no reply, and ſhortly after left the room. 


My intention was fixed to accept of the 


aſignation—T. conſidered it as a requifition 
bor an overture a reſpect due to this amiable 
young lady required it. I was alſo deter- 
mined to open my heart to make known 
to her my engagement with Fanny: yet, 
wich all theſe ſtubborn ſentiments of vir- 

: tue, 


e In ſhort, my happineſs is now ſtaked, 
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tue, a mixture of gallantry had a ſhare in 
my reſolution, 


The vanity of youth heated — the con- 
queſt which I had obtained — beauty and 
female accomphihments — the envy of all 

the pretty fellows of faſhion were now at 

my mercy —ſentiments which affected my 

breaſt with delight, and which could not 

be effectually ſuperſeded by the flern prin- | 
diples of any philoſophical rubric. 


When the evening came I ordered my 
wis-a-vis, and about ten I entered the 


room. I ſoon ſingled out the box, and b 

there I beheld my lovely captive. What * 
emotions now ſeized on my feelings! a 
trembling heſitation made me approach 

the box I bowed to the aunt—She roſe— bo 

| Miſs Cornwall looked an undiſcribable con- ter 

| fuſion — her eyes, abaſhed, were afraid to lan 

i encounter mine — a natural meekneſs had the 

1 taken poſſeſſion of her. 

Mr. Cornwall's ſiſter propoſed to leave us pri 


for a few minutes, to find her brother and 


his ſon, who were 1n the room. | 
| This 


(23 ] 
This I conſidered as a plan to afford us 


an opportunity for the tender moment of 
privacy. 


Our embarraſſment was ſomewhat re- 
lieved by the introduction of the tea, which 
Miſs Cornwall prepared to pour out—but 


her trembling and delicate hand could not 


obey its office. I was alarmed—the colour 
had forſaken her face—it was recalled again 


into her cheeks with a crimſon ſuffuſion. 


I had pondered on an overture—ſeveral 
times repeated the name of Miſs Cornwall, 
bututterly unable to proceed—T had no words 
my utterance ſilenced by the conflict. 


Thus ſeated oppoſite to each other, while 
both ſeemed perfectly ſenſible of the con- 


tending paſſions of the heart, there was no 


language but the eyes which could diſcover 
the tumult within us. 


In this intereſting ſituation I was ſur- 
prifed to obſerve Sir Simon at a little diſ- 
tance in the room, in cloſe chat with Mr. 
Cornwall ; and greatly to increaſe it, to ſee 

them 


1 
a them followed by a good round party of 
5 our acquaintance — Lady Hales in confah 
with Mr. Cornwall's fiſter — the Jekylls, 
mother, daughter, and ſon — and young 
Cornwall by the ſide of my ſiſter Sophia. 


r 
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The party thus moved forward towards 
our box — their eyes ſoon noticed us — the 
Jekylls curiouſly obſervative — looks of 
more than ordinary fignificance— apparent 
14; if | fore-knowledge of the ſpot — the aunt 
N fquinting ſagaciouſly, and whiſpering her 
. Ip 


Miſs Cornwall, with midi, aſked it 
we ſhould join them. 


{ 

1 1 

My apprehenſions were riſing the ſitu- 1 
ation I was diſcovered in, critical to brave 
it with the demeanor of vivacity and un- 

concern repugnant to the preſent ſtate of 10 

my mind — My reſolution fled me my 0 
ſenſes hurried and bewildered in conjec· 

ture. 

| | het 

I had no intimation of Sir Simon and * 

Lady Hales's intention of viſiting Rane- cei 


lagh; 
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lagh 3 - and the circumſtance of the aunt 
joining the party and leaving us, ſerved to 
ſtrengthen a ſurmiſe that ſome deſign 
might have entered into the plan of this 
appointment. Dy 


Affections of the heart are ſoon alarmed 
when we ſuſpect an artful interference on 
the ſide of intereſted views. 


could not accuſe Miſs Cornwall of any 
ſimilar negotiation ; but it ſeemed too ob- 
vious that ſhe had been made the tool of 
her family ; and, perhaps, her letter might 
have been the reſult of ſome deliberation 
to prevail on me to open myſelf on the 


ſubjeck of the wiſhed- for plan of matri- 
mony. 


However ſtrong appearances miglit be, 
this was only conjecthre, and my feelings 
had gained no deciſive ſhock. 


The timidity i in my countenance, the 
heſtation in my manner, ſerved at once to 
confirm her that my heart muſt have re- 
Caved an equal im preſſion, 


Vox. II. i + But 
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But I was reſolved to ſpeak. 


Jour influence, Miſs Cornwall, is very 

© fignaliſed. I ſubmit to your power; but 

I fear there is no remedy for my afflic- 

tion. To impart the agony of my mind 

« would be rapture, if I had freedom in 

my heart; but while I am thus permit- 

ted to admire, I am interdicted the gra- 

tification of harbouring any proſpect of 
eine. 


0 3 has not diminiſhed the at- 
tractions of her to whom my heart has 
vowed a conſtant obligation. I am 
bound, Miſs Cornwall, to” 


T now obſerved this delicate creature to 
caſt an eye of inquiſitive impatience the 
aſhy ſemblance of a ſpirit had overſpread 
her countenance. 
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« Whois the beloved?“ her tremulous 
lips repeated — © And your letter too 

«© Who is the beloved?“ ſhe again faul- 

= My brother once told me of al 

4 „ attach. 


Us 


| honour, 


LT *7 3 
« attachment —Oh, Mr. Hales, where has 
« been my delufion ?” — The only words 


ſhe repeated, and ſhe ſunk down lifeleſs. 


At this inſtant I called an attendant. 


The company in flocks preſſed around 
us —Miſs Cornwall was recogniſed — our 
ſituation made public — our friends ſoon 
approached — ſhe recovered in my arms —. 
my tenderneſs and attentions diſcovered to 
Sir Simon and Lady Hales the intereſt 
which I took in her health. 

Her indiſpoſition required her to return 
home. Mr. Cornwall, his ſiſter, and ſon, 
accompanied-her. 


Under the moſt painful ſenſations I took 
my leave—ſenſations of a complicated na- 
ture—the moſt aflifting to a generous 
mind, when accompanied by innocence, 
under the ſemblance of deceit and dif- 


—— a — 
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With a diſordered * uncollected coun- | 
tenance I foon joined my family, 


C2 The 
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The impreſſions which this adventure 
had made were, doubtleſs, alarming to the 
confidence my father had repoſed in me, as 
alſo an evident appearance of a fracture of 
promiſe with my mother. 


1 This confuſion was increaſed by the re- 
* | queſt of my father to accompany him to a 
1! | box apart. I noted an unuſual agitation 
1% in his looks before he thus addreſſed me: 
| # i  *« You have now the convincing proof 
11 cc of the influence of a fine woman. The 
| * charms of the ſex are not ſo ſoon van- 
h « quiſhed by aſſertions. You had no 
11 * chance, Edward, but to fly. However, 
: | «© we muſt do as well as we can now the 
%> i « affair is ſettled. Old Cornwall muſt 
12-4 * ſhake hands with me on the ties of Kin- 
5 6 fred. b 
#20 «© But I confeſs J had but little thoughts 
| 1 that our old friendſhip would have 
„ 0 turned ſo ſuddenly into family compact. 
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2 She is a fine girl, but not a ſixpence. 


6 have juſt heard bus family ſtatement— 
6 his 


1 


« his laſt election has ruined his family 
« thrown completely on the Miniſter's 


« bounty, unleſs ſome of our Kentiſh 
c eſtates can raiſe him once more to inde- 


60 pendance. 


« A very ſeaſonable match, indeed; 
« and if young Cornwall ſhould take it in 
„his head to match with Sophy, the fa- 


« mily compact will then be firmly” ſet- 


&« tiled. 


1. we what ſhall we do with the young 
« ſhepherdeſs ? — We muſt not deſert the 


% poor 3 will Fanny ſay to all 
| 6 this! 92 


Here I interrupted him, and deſired he 


vould be particular — more explicit — 
begged he would relate to me what had 


paſſed between him and Mr. Cornwall. 


* You have promiſed marriage to Miſs 
Soo Cornwall, Edward — ſhe has it under 
“ your hand writing.” 


Aſtoniſhment !—T had written no letter— 
C 3 « Nay, 


: 
i 
4 
; 
4 
| 
| 


1 
ce Nay, nay, Edward 3 let not diſguiſe 
e fave your confuſionꝰ 


Diſguiſe ! — Sir, I ſcorn 


Why the privacy of your meeting her 
to-night ? Tis a ſtrong argument of your 
T7. attachment — but the letter, Edward— 
can you deny it?” 


I do, Sir, 


« To detect you in falfity, would be a 
% death wound to the tender feelings of a 
« parent—Muſt I believe you, Edward?“ 


My life on my word, Sit. 


I ſhewed-my father Miſs Cornwall's let- 
ter; and I related to him my intentions of 
making a generous ſacrifice of her part! 
ality to my perſon, in favour of Fanny Un- | 
derwood. But to this he did not aſſent 
with his uſual implicit confidence in my 
+ 


A week paſt, and my father” s coldnels 
continued 


1 
continued at laſt, determined to know the 
reaſons for his reſerve — I demanded the 
cauſe with much energy. 


Fixing his eyes ſternly upon me, he told 
me there was a letter under my hand, with 


a promiſe of marriage to Miſs Cornwall, 
that had come to his fight. To this I gave a 
peremptory denial, and gave my father the 


moſt unequivocal proofs of my innocence, 
by affuring him that I ſhould that moment 
ſet off to the Cornwalls, and demand a 


ſight of the letter. 


Mr. Cornwall was ſtern and authorita- 
tive in his advance to me. His uſual man- 
ner, frank and cordial; but he was now 


reſerved and haughty - felt my pride 


alarmed, and I met him on the ſame prin- 


ciple of a diſtant demeanor: 


ce I am informed, Sir, that you have de- 
* clared having in your poſſeſſion a letter 
" ' of mine to Miſs Cornwall, which inti- 
mates a promiſe of marriage. I muft 
** beg the fight of this letter, It is a for- 


C4 Wh 


40 


cc 


”"E 0” J 
gery, and contrived to injure me in your 
eſteem.” 


- Mr. Cornwall in reply : 


cc 


6c 
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ec 


cc 


c Take care, Sir; there is a coincidence 
of circumſtances which may probably 
alarm your preſent effrontery. 


To unite my daughter to the ſon of 
my old friend, was, I confeſs, the glory 
of my heart ; but no compulſion. With 
your change of ſentiments you ſhall, 
doubtleſs, ſtand liberated from every 
engagement ; but at the ſame time, as a 


ſenſe of honour and becoming family 


pride impel me to reſtore the ſon of Sir 
Simon Hates to his freedom, I muſt ſtill 
regard the happineſs of my child with 


the jealous eye of a tender parent. 


«© What reparation is there in your 
power for the wrongs you have done 
her? Have you not engaged her affec- 
tions? Can you deny the perſonal pre- 
ferences ſhewn to her ? Is not the world 
appriſed of your engagement? — To 
6 ſport 


1 
ſport with her affections, Sir — to flatter 
an attachment, and then to break with a 


ſudden fickleneſs of temper without pro- 


vocation. Though the council of friends 
% may have had its effect, it has not 
ſereened you from my reſentment. 


4 Do you deny the letter, Sir? —Incre- 


ct dible conduct — The fair report of 
& your integrity—your honour—tfor Hea- 
« ven's ſake, Mr. Hales, recover yourſelf. 


e Did you not give Amelia the meeting 
at Ranelagh? Has not every individual 
© particular of your conduct ariſen to the 
« {ubſtance of a belief that you had made 
* honourable addrefles to my daughter? 


My reply : 


« Whatever appearances may be, I ſtill 
* aſſert my honour and my word — the 


&« letter is not mine. I place my life on, 


my word; and though it diſtreſſes me to 

* the very heart to be obliged thus to re- 
* ply to a ſuperiority of years, I muſt juſ- 
C 5 e 
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„ © 
4e tify my own conduct in the face of the 
« grayeſt experience. 


Your accuſation is falſe. 


e venerate the perſon of Mr. Corn- 
* wall, but I alſo refpe& my own cha- 
er. 


« Amelia, Sir Excuſe my entering in- 
<< to particulars—I would convince you of 
<< my regard, but — Indeed I would not 
« excite your reſentment—I am falſely ac- 
« cuſed.” — 


I now felt myſelf uncommonly agitated 
— Mr. Cornwall ſtill, with a ftern counte- 
nance, waited an expoſtulation. 


But I felt unable to proceed 
| He now produced the letter 


« There, Sir; think not I am ſo baſe or 
| 4 ſordid as to retain your iignature for a 
| « court of Juſtice. 


© If your Bender i IS blackened by your 


% diſavowal 5 
| 6C 
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6 Tf my honour”—T] repeated his words 
briſkly, and caſting my eye immediately on 
the hand writing, which was to the follow- 
ing effect: 
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% MY DEAREST AMELIA, 


I find the world are buſy and med- 
ling Our names are made the topic of 
diſcourſe in the circle of our friends. 
They muſt not talk without reaſon ; and 
that public hearſay may be better 
founded, I ardently wiſh for an avowal 
of your ſentiments. 


*© You here know mine — haunted by 

the faireſt face of perfect beauty, I am 

a wretch in, your abfence — that empire 

you muſt have {kill and ingenuity to diſ- 

cern — perhaps I may be too vain when 

I rehearſe the ſentiments of mutual ſym- 

“ pathy, and ſuggeſt that I am not ill re- 

** ceived in your good opinion. Oh that 

* I could induce you to beſtoẽw a more 
tender appellation ! 


© Will theſe my ſentiments excite in 
C 6 © you 


ec 
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cc 
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cc 
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you the wiſhed- for epithet which 1 aſpire 
to? Will the effuſions of my heart be 
received with favour, rewarded with an 
equal return? Heavens, what do I 
riſque ! —eternal happineſs — miſerable 
ſuſpence —Hope—trembling diſtruſt— 
in my heart I muſt declare the agony 
which oppreſſes it. 


«© Amelia Cornwall is adored by Ed- 


ward Hales. His hand will lead her to 


the altar of conſecrated bliſs. His for- 


tune, his expectations are devoted to her 
rr. 


* Ah! will Amelia refuſe—the thought 
ſhivers my heart with a deadly pannic— 


ce] wait the decree with unutterable im- 
cc patience— I ſhall not wait your anſwer 
cc by letter, but hope to receive it by a 


& look, a word. Writing was made for 


« diſtant lovers. What immenſe rapture 
* in beholding the object of our adora- 
ce tion, and hearing the pleaſing ſentence 


« from her lips. 
6 T ſhall 


1 


“I ſhall be at Ranelagh to- night — the 
cc third box from the orcheſtra - to the left 


« of the entrance from the lobby there I 
ce ſhall wait, in trembling expectation, the 
ce reward or puniſhment which Amelia 
“Cornwall will pronounce on 


© EpwarD HALES.“ 


Afﬀomiſhment ! - read the real ſenti- 
ments of my heart—ſentiments in which I 
could have delighted with an immenſity of 
tranſport, had I the freedom of indulging 
them—T roſe from my ſeat - ſuppreſſed the 
pulſation, * effort — ww ſtruggle was 
oreat, 5 


66 If your honour is blackened by your 


* diſavowalꝰ 


I had never before been expoſed to ſuch 
rigorous ſuggeſtion. But I addreſſed him 


with calmneſs — with a deep and pointed 
reſpect. | 


1 Mr. Cormrall, I do diſavow this writ- 
wy ing; but I acknowledge the force of 
<« thoſe 


. OD 4 
£ » 7 5 
a+ * — = - AE} £ 
_ ” —_— 8 * NE 
r — > 24 2 — 0 Y J 
A 2 , 2 2 a 75 
FT a 2 


— 


$I 
"> Is — * 

hy * > 8 

WI" W- 
— — 14 


= 
ETD 


— 


Ts 


EL 


19 


thoſe ſentiments which the unknown in. 


terpreter has had {ill enough to divine, 
as the true ſtate of my heart. It ſhall 


not be my part to ſurmiſe at the artful 


inventor of this forgery ; but as the pre- 
ſent moment ſeems favourable for a frank 


declaration of my conduct, I fhall not 


heſitate, before I take my leave, to ſpeak 


in the moſt unreſerved manner. This is 


all I can do under the imputation of any 
diſhonourable conduct in your family. 


* Know then, time, opportunity, and 


other favourable circumſtances have ren- 
dered your daughter amiable in my eyes; 
nor was it till the recollection of an ear- 
lier attachment that I ſuſpected my viſts 
in your family might give colour for 
ſuppoſing that I had views of a matrimo- 
nial connection in it. In this J have to 
lament the common mode of prefixing a 


ſerious engagement to thoſe young peo- 


ple, whom the mere ties of acquaintance 
or family intimacy may have drawn to- 


5 


4 With Miſs Cornwall 1 ſhould have 
« been 


D A. ew ma oc 
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« been happy, if I had not before experi- 
« enced a prepoſſeſion which my honour 
4 binds me to, and which abſence may, 
perhaps, by removing the object, ſome- 
* what have leſſened its influence.” 


Before I nook my leave a thought fuck 
me, that the letter I received for the ap- 
pointment at Ranelagh was alſo a forgery 
to enſnare me into an avowal of a recipro- 
cal attachment; and begging the ufe of 
pen, ink, and paper, I envelloped the let- 
ter to his daughter, requeſting her anfwer 
to the truth of its originality. 


In a few minutes the lovely Amelia en- 
tered the room under the greateſt: poſſible 
agitation of ſpirits—pale and trembling— 
ſhe was in a white muſlin undreſs robe— 
her hair floating in ringlets on her ſhoul- 
ders —her looks caſt on the ground, and 
preſenting the letter which I encloſed to 
her, ſhe thus ſpoke : 
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Mr. Hales, this letter is not of my 
te writing. We have both been cruelly 
Land artfully betrayed.” 
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When Mr. Cornet heard this declara- 


tion, he inſtantly told her of my denial of 
the letter to her. 


The greateſt indignation on her counte- 
nance was now viſible. 


To be . — the public talk — to 
have her name, by unfounded report, 
united to a man whom ſhe ſecretly admired, 
yet who had now given the death wound to 
her hopes, excited in her breaſt the moſt 
conflicting ſentiments, 


The only mitigation for the pain ſhe felt 
vas to retire ; and caſting the moſt plain- 
tive look of diſtreſs upon me, with a gentle 
bend of her body ſhe left the room. 


Mr. Cornwall, convinced of my inno- 
cence, his own mind unuſually agitated, 
begged of me to take ſome chocolate. 


By a kind of faſcination I was riveted to 
my chair. I welcomed his invitation. 


15 5 FE. now apologiſe, Mr. Hales; for an 
3 66 haſty 


\ 


TE 


« haſty decifion ; but you muſt allow,” 


ſays he, that I had great cauſe for my 
c unquietneſs. *Tis true the explanation 
ce has ſomewhat calmed me, but I am far 
from having regained my peace of mind. 
© This affair will prove an inſurmountable 
injury to my dear Amelia's fortune. 
« You muſt pardon me, when I now ſpeak 

« in open terms. Your frequent viſits of 
© intimacy here have kept many young 


« gentlemen of rank and fortune from 


«© paying their addreſſes to her; nox has it 
been from one acquaintance only that I 
have been congratulated with an ap- 
* proaching union with my daughter. 
« How will this affair now terminate 
* the world will, doubtleſs, believe that 
“ you have engaged her affections; and 
few young men would wiſh to take that 
| © woman by the hand whoſe heart is not 
s alſo at her diſpoſal. 


Believe me, Sir, I muſt always con- 
e fider you as the author of her future mis- 

| © fortunes, and of the great trouble which 

* Inow experience. | 


«© I will 
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& will readily admit, that you have 
innocently been the cauſe of this cala- 
ce mity ; but it ſurely behoves you to ren- 
= or _ as far as it lies in your 
6e power.“ | 


* 


. 


The effect of this ſhort addreſs ſtruck an 
anguiſh to the very bottom of my ſoul—1 
was on the point of a ſurrender — my at- 
tachment to Fanny was flitting before me 
like a viſion of the night. 


Toi involve Mr. Cornwall's family i in dil. 
treſs — the beautiful Amelia — our old 


friendſhip to ceaſe- 


On either ſide, preponderating the ties 
| - of the heart, the binding engagement of 
| honour, the balance ſeemed ſuſpended on 
the minuteſt point. Critically influenced 
by an equal conflict of ſentiment, I knev 
not where to fly for council, and I was de- 
livered up to the moſt mournful condition 


of ſorrow. | 


Mr. Cornwall well noted the ſtate of 


my mind. Sir,” ſays he, „I ſhall leave 
“ this 


5 4 oa A 


[WP 
« this unhappy affair to your reſolutions, 
ce] can only ſay, ſince you have eſpouſed 


« the oppoſite fide of my inclinations, 


c which theſe untoward circumſtances 
have rendered ſo unſatisfactory, that our 
« acquaintance has proved the bane and 
© misfortune of my family. 


& [ underſtand you have informed Ame- 
& lia that your choice is fixed on another 
6 lady. 


« Sir Simon and Lady Hales may aſpire, 
ee perhaps to a more exalted partner for 


tt you—in fortune and rank ſuperior” — 


The acute pain of my feelings obliged 
me to interrupt him. 


The ſevere ſtate of my mind, Mr. 


Cornwall, will not allow me to make 


you, at this moment, a proper reply 


“Suffer me to retire— I am diſconcerted 


* —perplexed — your words have made 


* the ſtrongeſt im preſſion.” 


I was now riſing to take my leave, when 
; „ 
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the poſtman knocked at the door a packet 


of letters were delivered — One of them, 
with a foreign poſt mark, caught my eye— 


it was directed to Miſs Cornwall — Mr. 


Cornwall ejaculated a ſurpriſe his daugh- 
ter had no correſpondence on the Continent, 


Judge of my aſtoniſhment—I recogniſed 


the hand writing of Fanny Underwood. 


Curioſity impelled me ta know from the 
poſtman whether he had letters for me. 


There was one ſent me into the room 
From Paris —I broke the ſeal — the ſigna- 
ture, Frances Underwood. 


PERPLEX- 


1 45 J 


PERPLEXITT OF MR. HALES — REMORSE 
ON THE FICKLENESS OF HIS FIRST 


ATTACHMENT. 


ON Mr. Cornwall's occaſional leaving 
the room, I read the letter of the neglected 
Fanny—remorſe reverberated on my heart- 
ſtrings. Deluded by the impetuous, un- 
reſtrained principles of youth, my breaſt 


heaved with no real miſery. No anxious 


repugnance—no mental agony. I thought 
myſelf ſecure in the laſting ſentiments of a 
humble farmer's daughter; nor could I 
have entertained- the moſt diſtant thoughts, 
that the empire which I had aſſumed. over 
the inferiority of her original ſtation would 
have thus been ſo nobly diſclaimed, 


«$318, 


Jour heart is at liberty. I am reco- 
* vered from the moment of extreme 
« muſery, 


- . „ . - - 
. — 7 > * 1 E - — wy — o 
* — — 1 I; - - p OY 25” Ta 2 5 8 —— . 6 wo. — Fama £ N WW 7 

1 = - 2 2 —_— n . k S Ie SS >" = 2 . + d bu 

. LE we LIZ ITIA, 222 A IIS 2h, _ 2 : N ERS Sa 4 — 4 62 
. WIRES NIFTY 4 3 To on i COLO IONS IIS IF ey ae WS Ir, Inn, On Rb 

— — — — — 2 „ 2. * r n 34-7 - > * 
— os ” -—— = —_— WY . 


. „ 5 „ — n | 
M. ih RE Ein db I ©; ov E er nas . S 
LEED 27 * 30.» = $8 Gn OHSS <% _ : ad - r G e 8 * — DIES; 
— Sos vid C F — * rn r . — . 7 as — tn 92392 A 
_ BR ” 4 *. 1 1 „ — $9942.28. * 5 - by vr. & t 7; Fin 8 I - 7 
ATM WEST VATIA Boa try Ts CET INE TE E Aon er . Ew 5 Re ¼ . 


cc 
66 


cc 


[4 F 
miſery. Your letter has ſunk me to the 


earth. A gleam of returning reaſon 
has now dawned upon me, and I am 


& raiſed to calm reflection. 


44 I have been appriſed of your engage. 


cc 


cc 
cs 
cc 
cc 


cc 
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ment with Miſs Cornwall. 


461 could have wept, but my heart was 
overcharged with grief. My pride, too, 
was alarmed. With the poliſh of life I 
had forgot the humility of my birth, and 
my ſoul towered beyond its preſcribed 
limits. 


“ But here let me conjure you, Sir, to 
ſpare my breaſt this poignant anguiſh, 
Do not accuſe my ſorrow of diſappoint- 
ment. Sure I am, that, raiſed to a diſ- 


parity of condition above my family, my 


ſoul has been overwhelmed with grief 
inſupportable. My reluctant ſpirit has 
bewailed the moment I left the peaceful 
home of my parents. 


Could the ſagacious experience of St 
Simon Hales believe it * that his 
46 ſon, 


= 
« ſon, on his entry into life, amidſt the 
« gay and ſplendid forms of his equals, 
a would preſerve an attachment to an un- 
c educated girl—an attachment conceived 


« only by the natural habit of an infant 
« acquaintance, and not ripened on any 
« principle of reflection? No appeal to 
« the ſerious admonitions of the heart, to 


« the wiſdom of conduct, to the diſcrimi- 


© nation of right and wrong? 


* 


« Well was it then judged, Sir, to re- 


« move the obſcure obje&t of juvenile 


« purſuit, to amuſe it with the glittering 
hopes of ſucceſs, till the more favour- 


& able opportunity had gained a victory 


% for his ſon. 


{© The foreſight of a prudent father is 
* now rewarded—the ſpirit of a giddy 
* boy turned into the path of regular de- 
©* corum. You have beauty, and a nearer 
* equality of birth to confirm the hopes of 
your family — The triumph is complete. 


I require no retroſpect on your part 


* All is peace here, believe me, Sir — Mo- 
| „ dera 
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& derate your own feelings, and perſuade 
yourſelf, that what I have loſt by the 
calm repoſe of a more obſcure condi- 

c tion, I have now gained by an inſur- | 
« mountable pride of precept. 


4 


* 


« Be bleſt with the woman of your 

. & choice, and forget there ever once ex- 
£ iſted the but now reſigned 
and deſerted 


« FrRANCEs UNDERWOOD. 


| 1 =. 
Kt To deſcribe the effects of this letter 
5 would require all the energy of human 
| — 


| I had ſtruggled with the conflict — the 
= perſonal preſence of a beautiful face and 
i an ornamented mind, united in the perſon 
e Mi Cornwall, had, doubtleſs, mud 
* | | | | impaired 


Tt 


impaired the original and ardent paſſion I 7 
entertained for Fanny — but 1 had com- 7 


pleated my triumph, „ 1 55 | 11 


Tis true I was fluctuating, when Mr. 
Cornwall had left the room, on the proper 
courſe I was to follow in the perplexity of 
his pretended engagement with his daughter, 
whoſe ſituation had, doubtleſs, much af- 
fected me but I had firmly balanced my 
conduct in favour of Fanny. 
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This letter now threw my feelings afloat, 
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and diſtraction itſelf ſeemed ready to affail Y 

| me. I paſſed in review my. conduct ſince 5 

| parted with this little firſt favourite. Ac- bi 
cuſation had followed accuſation. . 

. I now recollected the parting word of 3 
5 ber native innocence. Every tender recol- 9 
eion ruſhed into my mind. Under this 1 
painful, this agoniſing ſolicitude, penſive, 3 

my head reclined on the back of a deep FE 

and eaſy cabriole chair of Mr. Cornwall, 2 

and delivered up to every mournful idca in 2 

the catalogue of juvenile misfortune, the 0; 

letter of Oy in my hand, I was broke 2 


Vor. II. 1 _ 
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0-3 
in upon by Miſs Cornwall, who, entering 
through a green-baize folding door, which 
led to an anti room, with a light tread, 
and my back turned to the ſpot, harrowed 
up my feelings to ſurpriſe, I ſtarted from 


the Chair. 


Miſs Cornwall obſerved my agitation— 
the letter in my hand. The effect of my 
wild looks bereft her of utterance. The 
delicacy of her nature began to totter. She 
alſo held in her hand a letter. With 
trembling ſteps ſhe ſeated herſelf on a ſo- 
pha oppoſite to me — and holding out the 
letter, ſhe begged my peruſal of it. 


„ MADAM, 


e An unfortunate young woman ſolicits 
your friendſhip. 


\ 


A firanger to your perſon, though not 
« ſo to the amiable virtues which have 


<© marked your character. 


«20 flatiery, I am not to be beholden 


5. for the intereſt which I may poſſibly de- 
66 x1ve 


3 
rive in writing this letter. To an in- 
tereſt, which can only be conducive to 


ſoften my cares in divulging the preſent 


ſentiments of my heart. 


ce J have been informed, that Mr. Hales 
has received your ſanction f for his ad- 
dreſſes. 


% Fooliſh woman! I was taught to be- 
lieve it poſſible that a young man, du— 
ring ſeveral years abſence, could pre- 


ſerve, pure and unſullied, the firſt vows 


of his affection. I was dreaming of con- 


ſtancy at the time his parents and friends 


were uſing their ſedulous diligence to 
diſunite the compact of his ardent pur- 
ſuit. 


In theſe ſentiments I may, perhaps, 
accule Miſs Cornwall of rivaling the 
unhappy and innocent object of his ar- 


tachment ; and when I have prefixed the 


epithet of a pure and unſullied vow, ſhe 
9 queſtion my IR and ref) pect. 


Mm No, Madam; 1 1 A not ſuſpec you of 
8 2 | e 
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1 
«* art or deſign to entice Mr. Hales to this 
« injuſtice. The delicacy of your educa- 
& tion far, very far, will diſmiſs any ũmilar 
reflection. By ſimilar advantages to 
« yourſelf, my own aſſiduity, and the good 
c counſel of a diligent friend, vigilant 
% over my increaſing years, have taught 
«© me to draw the line between the conſiſ- 
«© tent duty I owe myſelf, and the reſpect 
* which is due to my ſuperiors in birth 
« and fortune. 


ce Tis true, low and humble my birth, 

] had ſome degree of vanity in my heart, 
mixed with the pureſt affection. I had 
UW © conſidered myſelf as the favoured object 


« of Mr. Hales's regard. 


«© To theſe ſentiments J had made great 
cc ſacrifices — the greateſt of all earthly ſa- 
ce crifice—a home the cheriſhed fondneſs 

* of two tender parents; and J had ſuffered | 
« a voluntary baniſhment, as far as the ad- 
vantage of education would avail, to pre- 

of ponderate againſt birth and fortune. 


But this baniſhment—ſad reach of po- | 
66 licy 


[53 1 


6 licy on the ſide of his family, when there 


cc was a chance of its involving an inno- 
c cent woman in the depth of human 
„ miſery! This baniſhment was conti- 
« nued to draw Mr. Hales from his early 
« and imprudent attachment, and it has 


« well ſucceeded. 


* 


* 


« But where is my reparation ? 


e Can affluence atone for the violation 
« of thoſe delicate ties which the well-re- 
« gulated heart of a woman has matured 
« by education, and the fixed principle of 


her own virtue? Surely not. My pre- 


« {ent elevation muſt be completed oniy 
* to render my future life proportionably 
* miſerable. 


*© Raiſed above the thatched roof of my 
parents, with what an incongruity of ſoul 
muſt I return to it without the prize I 
have been aſpi * to! 


8 vet, Madam, my envy at your better 

Ei n, has been nobly defeated, I aſſure 

* you. I have obtained a complete con- 
D 3 | «© queſt 
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with, return with humility to my long 


gown, and diligent ſpirit, I mean here- 
after to fulfil the duties of an Engliſh 


the natural impulſe of ſorrow on the re- 


« Theſe are the ſentiments of a young 


commit them. It is to your friendſhip 


I 54 
queſt over every baſe and ſordid gratifi- 
cation. With the loſs of Mr. Hales I 
have repelled the mean ſelfiſh vanity of 
my heart; and I ſhall, without a pang, 
when diveſted of the ſuperfluous vani- 
ties which my ſituation is now ſurrounded 


and tender abſent parents. In a ruflet 


cottage; and though I may entertain 


collection of a few flattering moments 
of human felicity, I have a foul that can 
ſubmit with perſevering reſolution, to 
mourn, in ſolitude, and uſeful bodily la- 
bour, the misfortune of an early deluſion. 


woman, whom the world may accuſe of 
intemperate wiſhes and miſguided judge- 
ment. To a better guardian J cannot 


then appeal for juſtice, when my name 
may be err oneouſiy accuſed, and I ſhall 
then wait, in a reſigned and peaceful 


obſcurity, chis interference in my favour 
ee againſt 


155 J 


50 againſt the malignant reproaches of a 
misjudging world. 


« In theſe hopes may my wiſhes then 
e aſcend, that Heaven, which, in wiſdom, 
c has corrected my youth, by teaching my 


« ſoul a greater portion of humility, may 


© take you under its protection for the 
completion of all terreſtrial happineſs. 


© FRANCES UNDERWoOOD.” 


What an increaſe of pain did this letter 
convey to my ſoul! There was a guilty 
confuſion which mounted in my face, and 
which could not paſs unobſerved by Miſs 
Cornwall. To fee that greatneſs of ſpirit 
depicted in the character of Fanny — her 
reſolution the marked diſmiſſion of my 
future proſpects to make her my wife — 
the beautiful object, Miſs Cornwall, in my 
preſence—her partiality— 
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Every conflict to haraſs the mind of 
man, big ſwelling in my boſom. In 
-filence I gazed on Amelia — there was no 
appeal I had only one effort to make— 
even this, to remove from her preſence, 
was equally fatal to my happineſs. _ 


But ſhe thus, with an amazing recruit of 
energy, addrefſed me with a firm and col- 
lected look. It ſeemed her ſoul had ſum- 
1 moned up every exertion of human power 
c and virtue. 


«© Mr. Hales, there is a reparation you 
& have to make, which requires your im- 
„ mediate interpoſition. If I may be per- 
.*© mitted to diQate, in the tumult which 
6E your mind at this moment ſuffers, I 
* conjure you, with the firmeſt deciſion, to 
&« fly. You are on the eve of your travels 
«« —this inftant fly to the unhappy lady 
* who has obtained your honourable and 
c ſolemn promiſes. For God's ſake do not 
* one moment heſitate — the whole happi- 
« neſs of your life is now hazarded. Con- 
„ vince her of. her unfounded ſurmiſe. 


0 _ the agony of her mind. Such 
= ſenſi bi- 


«c 
cc 
cc 


cc 


0 


cc 


0 


be 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cs 


cc 


. 
ſenſibility and nobleneſs of ſoul muſt 
be cheriſhed ! — To ſuffer her to expe- 
rience your neglect — Oh, Sir, what has 
been your infatuation ! 


© But caſt a retroſpect on your conduct. 
You have, doubtleſs, Mr. Hales, ſought 


opportunities of giving cauſe for ſuch 


reproaches ; and yet how cautious, how 
reſigned are thoſe reproaches! Will 
not the world talk? Can even, the moſt 


perfect, the moſt pure ties of common 


friendſhip, paſs through the obſervance 
of our acquaintance, unaccompanied 
with ſcrutiny and a perverted report ? 


{© Believe me, your attentions in our fa- 
mily have given riſe to all that the world 
has, and will continue, to ſay. 


_ © But my father—it was by his requeſt I 


have here found you—he is now in con- 


ulation with my aunt All is not ſafe in 


this quarter —I have ſought your pre- 
ſence, Sir, under a different complection 
to that which my father expected - but 
the fri truth, be affured, he ſhall be 

D 5 «well 
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1 
„well acquainted with — 1 know he be- 


« lieves your attachment to my perſon is 
not eaſily ſevered — that we are ſtill 


& doomed to be united. 


Pardon this open, ingenuous language 
E the time will no longer admit of any 
5 palliating delay. You have only one 
* reſolution to adopt your travels am 
5 reſigned, Sir — The intereſted views of 
«© my father and aunt I well diſcern— 
66 herein lies your danger. This ſecret ! 
cc impart to you as a final tribute to that 
«& affection which I am now generous 
enough to avow in your favour, but 
© which ſhall never, no, never be encou- 
*« raged at the expence of my peace of 
e mind, at the expence of the happineſs oi 
another injured female. 


«« I dread my father's reſentment—yet 1 
ec have courage enough to avow, both the 
ce regard which I entertain for your perſon, 
and the firm reſolution of ſacrificing al} 
& my views and wiſhes to her who has 4 
better and more natural claim to them. 

—- «« ſee 


1 1 
« ] ſee your weakneſs, Mr. Hales — 
« would my preſent ſentiments infuſe in 
« your breaſt the ſame ſpirit of reſolution 
© —but I have little time left for the con- 
ce tinuance of our interview —I feel my 
« ſpirits ſinking under this exertion — 1 
„ dread the weakneſs of my natural con- 
« ſtitution, leſt I may not have power to 

6 withſtand this conflict.” 


At this moment I claſped the lovely 
Amelia in my arms—my ſoul had caught a 
glow of ſympathy from the greatneſs of her 
ſentiments —I was reſolved on taking an 
er erlaſting farewel. 


She received my embraces. 


* My deareſt Amelia, I then ſhall leave 

„you for ever—for ever ! — Deplorable 
fate that has thus made me the ſport of 
ſuch peculiar, ſuch tender ſituations.” 


er eyes guſhed tears, and ſhe wept on 
my boſom — O God, my ſoul was bowed 
down with tenderneſs —ineffable pity —] 
haſt not call it love dear, ſacred name ! 


ad beſtowed it on the neglected Fanny. 
WS 7 ] he 


1390 

The trembling lips of Amelia beſougbt 
me to leave her preſence— Under the roof 
of her father to be ſurpriſed in a tender 
farewel moment 


I ſtill felt her Ei heart indieut 
the perturbated Rate of her ſoul. 


1 till held her to 5 boſom 


= Diſtraction ! = at this inſtant we heard a 
* foot at the door. 


Mr. Cornwall entered —I had ſcarcely 
time to break from the arms of the lovelict 


of women. 


Our diſconcerted appearance could noi 
fail to attract his notice. 


He had the moſt indubitable proof of au 
apparent reciprocal affection. 


But not ſhewing any marks of having 
obſcrved the hurry and confufion of our 
ſituation, he ſaid he had returned to aſk my 


company to dinner; that he had ſent the 
ſame 


- 


13 
ſame invitation to Sir Simon and Lady 
Hales, requeſting at the ſame time, with a 
particular emphaſis, that I would uſe my 
ſolicitation to prevail on them. I noticed 
an apparent anxiety in his manner of mak- 
ing the requeſt; and as I had now a fair 
opportunity for taking my leave, I left the 
houſe with leſs agitation than, for'the want 
of a ſimilar excuſe, I might have done. 
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MY TROUBLES CONFIRMED. THQUGHTS 
ON A VIOLENT EXPEDIENT. 


Ox my return home I was ſaluted by 
our common friend, Philpot. He had that 
inſtant arrived from Kent. Sir Simon was 
in a ?&te-a-tete with Lady Hales in the 


. The Doctor taking me by the hand, thus 
accoſted me: 


« My dear Ned, I have received a letter 
ec from my ſiſter Gordon — the contents 
* will give you pain—but integer vitæ 
* and we will leave the reſt to fortune. 
% Audax omnia perpeti— a bruſh on the 
6 Continent together will ſet all to rights 
«© again. We muſt make the beſt of our 
« way to Paris, - 


66 There 


199 
ce There is a ſtorm which threatens us 
« from that quarter. 


ce Tt is now twenty years ſince I accom- 

c panied your father on his tour—we were 
«© much about the ſame age brother ſtu- 
i dents—we read together, and our friend- 
* ſhip cemented at college — we made a 
« cheerful trip but I am afraid this buſhy 
« wig and ruſty black will not comport 

with the jeflamy heir of my old friend.” 


The extreme hilarity of the Doctor, and 
his partial regard for our family, always en- 
deared him, more as a familiar companion 
chan the auſtere preceptor, and of ſufficient 
experience in life to value the advantage of 
his company. I was not in the leaſt diſſa- 
tisfied with the plan which my father had 
propoſed for him to be my companion. 
He had ſent in his name, but Sir Simon 
did not make his appearance. His ready 
wiſh to join hands with him, whenever he 
viſited us, inclined me to conclude, from 
his delay, that buſineſs of ſome conſe- 
quence were on the fapis between him and 

| my 
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"my mother. This afforded us an opportu- 
nity for a farther diſcourſe ; and my anxiety 
to ſee the contents of Mrs. Gordon's letter 
increaſing, I defired the Doctor to ſhew me 
them. 


The Doctor cefurning —#"Why, to be 


& brief, I muſt now inform you of a re- 


& markable occurrence that has taken 


6 place on the fide of my ſiſter, 


& You know her huſband, having an at- 


ec tainture againſt him for high treaſon, in 
— = 


© the rebellion of the year 1745, was 
« obliged to fly to France. By his death 
c ſhe became in poſſeſſion of a very hand- 
ce {ome fortune; and having no child, 1 
& naturally concluded, that her intentions 


N 


« were fixed to leave the ſame to me. But 


I find the caſe otherwiſe, and which ſhe 
ce has ſpecified in her letter in ſuch terms 
* as will doubtleſs, occaſion your fur- 
6 2 cool 


©& DEAR GEORGE, 


% You know my affection has been 


< oftentimes revealed to you by the mol! 
wi undoubted 
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undoubted proofs —T ſhall forbear to re- 


capitulate them—your own breaſt muſt 
do me that juſtice which I merit. 


« poſſeſſed of ſuch ample proviſion in the 


church, and your own hereditary fortune 


on the fide of our family, it cannot be 


preſumed you are deſirous of increaſing 
your revenue. Beſides, if I may be al- 
lowed to judge of your generous temper, 
I ſhall readily conclude, that you would 
allow me to gratify my preſent feelings 
at the expence of any expectations which 
you may entertain of the legacy which I 


ſhould make in your favour after death. 


Older than myſelf, I might reaſonably 
expect to outlive you; and with this 
chance of ſurvivorſhip, perhaps your 
hopes, on the poſſeſſion of my fortune, 


will naturally be baniſhed from your 


mind. 


* And now to the point which I have 
reſolved upon. 


* Sir Simon Hales, by your recommen- 
dation, has entruſted to my care the 
daughter 
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daughter of his tenant, Mr. Under. 


wood. Having no child I was rejoiced 
to find in this young woman a compa- 
nion — but I found her more than one 
She 1s an accompliſhed and amiable 
friend. Delighted in her friendſhip, ! 
have ſpared no pains to render her as 
perfect in the refined forms of life as 
my connections 1n this capita] have per- 


mitted. More than anſwered my beſt 


hopes, ſhe is ſought and careſſed. Her 
manners, by a kind of native intuition, 
is on an equality with thoſe whom we 
occaſionally aſſociate with. In this my 
hopes were fixed, that Mr. Hales would 


have received her to his heart ; not only 
the woman of his early choice, but ap- 


proved by his reflection and more choſen 
regard. 


&« Our care and perſeverance are nov 
effectually fruſtrated— the lovely Frances 
is forſaken. Miſs Cornwall preferred; 
and, perhaps, there may be very ſtrong 
and natural reaſons to be aſſigned for 
this change. Abſence will make a ver) 
material alteration in the hearts of to 

| 6 lover 


1 
« lovers. All other ideas are paſtoral and 
% imaginary. 


« But in effect, we have, doubtleſs, a 
« ſtrong inſtance exhibited in theſe young 
people. Yet, as no moral juſtice can be 
« adminiſtered for Fanny's conſolation on 
« the ſide of the perjured ſwain, in this diſ- 
« appointment of her hopes it would be 
the extreme of cruelty it ſhe could not 
engage the friendſhip of ſome indivi- 
© dual. In this ſhe has ſucceeded — and 
© well does ſhe merit my regard. Her 
« conduct and genuine nobleneſs of ſoul 


« entitle her to a ſuperior claſs in the order 


*« of ſociety ; and | have thoughts, by my 
e fortune, of placing her in that claſs, 


Her ſuſpicions were long entertained 


* on the infidelity of the Boxley heir 


*a letter, which reached our hands, has 


confirmed them. And how did ſhe ſub- 
* mit to this reverſe? With a firm and 


collected mind — She had anticipated 


* this change—not only from long ab- 


* ſence, but from the natural completion 


of the ſex. It was obvious that Sir Si- 
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dee mon well knew the effect of ſeparation; 


c and we have both aſcribed the reſult to 
„ his more maſterly reach of policy. 


ce Some proviſion with Underwood the 
«© Baronet ſeems to have previouſly agreed 
« upon. There had been a ſurmiſe of 
« fickle paſſion, and he talked of a ſettle. 
© ment on Frances. 


Now judge. 


«© This ſhe has rejected in a letter to Sir 
7“ Simon, and ſpecifies her reſignation to 
c return to the farm houſe, That her 
ce heart is deeply wounded, I have the 
cc ſtrongeſt proof; but well I am con- 
„ vinced the mortification ariſes more 
cc from the loſs of the object, Mr. Hales, 
than that of elevated ſtation. 


ce To return to her home— to the little 
5 retired offices of rural œcHOmy — how 
& diſproportionate to the elegant ſent 
ments ſhe has imbibed! — But ſhe has 4 


temper for reſignation, and a ſufficient 
* portion 


ſer 
am 
ſan 
and 
Ext 
tall 


ſuc 


1 


« portion of religion to exerciſe her hu- 


« mility. 


I have hitherto ſuppreſſed her letters 
« to her friends to prepare them for her 


c return, to wait the confirmation of my 


© views. 


« She muſt not be neglected —I have 
© no child — and, with your permiſſion, 
« dear brother, Frances Underwood is the 
adopted one of your affectionate ſiſter, 


© ELIZABETH GORDON.” 


Doctor Philpot now continued, by ob- 


ſerving, that Mrs. Gordon's property 
amounted to the yearly income of a thou- 
land pounds — a ſum of ſufficient import 
ance to balance the prejudice of Fanny's 
extraction that the regard which he enter- 
taned for the family of the Halſes was 
ſuch, that he, doubtleſs, approved of his 

ſiſter's 
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mon well knew the effect of ſeparation; 
and we have both aſcribed the reſult to 
his more maſterly reach of policy. 


e Some proviſion with Underwood the 
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Baronet ſeems to have previoully agreed 
upon. 
fickle paſſion, and he talked of a ſettle- 


ment on Frances. 


«© Now judge. 


© This ſhe has rejected in a letter to Sir 
Simon, and ſpecifies her reſignation to 
return to the farm houſe. That her 
heart is deeply wounded, I have the 
ſtrongeſt proof; but well I am con- 
vinced the mortification ariſes more 
from the loſs of the object, Mr. Hales, 
than that of elevated ſtation. 


be T o return to her home— to the little 
retired offices of rural œcο my ho 
diſproportionate to the elegant ſent: 
ments ſhe has imbibed ! — But ſhe has? 
temper for reſignation, and a ſufficient 
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There had been a ſurmiſe of 
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« portion of religion to exerciſe her hu- 
« mulity. 


I have hitherto ſuppreſſed her letters 
% to her friends to prepare them for her 
return, to wait the confirmation of my 
6e views. | 


« She muſt not be neglected —I have 
no child — and, with your permiſſion, 
dear brother, Frances Underwood 1s the 
adopted one of your affectionate ſiſter, 
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«© ELIZABETH GOR DON.“ 


Doctor Philpot now continued, by ob- 
ſerring, that Mrs. Gordon's property 
amounted to the yearly income of a thou- 


and pounds — a ſum of ſufficient import- 


ance to balance the prejudice of Fanny's 
extraction that the regard which he enter- 
tined for the family of the Halſes was 
ſuch, that he, — approved of his 

ſiſter's 
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1 
ſiſter's reſolutions, and that he had ſigni- 
fied the ſame to her in his anſwer. 


Having animadverted on the letter which 
Mrs. Gordon had received on my pre- 
tended overtures with Miſs Cornwall, we 
had no doubt but a ſecret conſpiracy had 
been framed to ſubvert my affections for 
the lovely Kentiſh maid. 


Where to place our ſuſpicions was our 
| ſtudy. In this our ſkill ſeemed to be 
foiled : ſometimes they were fixed on Lady 
Hales — but her hatred for the Cornwall 
ſeemed here to interfere — then again we 
thought of the Jekylls — but the fituation 
of Fanny was a myſtery to them, as alſo to 
Lady Hales — the latter, indeed, might 


bet 


have gleaned the ſecret from Sir Simon. mo 
To doubt the divulging of this ſecrt BW I 
from the confidential truſt in my friend WW pay 
Cornwall was a thought which could find BW To 
no place in my boſom—yet how to accoullt BW tiajir 
for this intimation to Mrs. Gordon! Whic 
. lathe 


Our enemy muſt be detected and con: 
| | bated, | 


JM 


1 


bated, or we muſt expect the weapon to be 
again drawn with redoubled execution. 


Having given the Doctor a recital of the 


forgery which had taken place with Miſs 


Cornwall concerning the mecting at Rane- 
lagh, he ſeemed to have an inſight into 
the plot; and, without divulging his ſuſpi- 
cions, he concluded that the ſame perſon 
ad acted in the affair of Ranelagh as in 


that of Fanny. 


The Baronet now entered. There had 
been a negotiation between him and- my 


mother; 


Lady Jekyll had propoſed her ſon to 


pay his ferious addretles to my ſiſter Sophy. 


To this my mother, with her uſual parti- 


nlity to that family, had aſſented, and 


vaich had been ſtrenuoufly oppoſed by my 
father. The demur had occaſioned a com- 
4 promiſe. 
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promiſe. Lady Hales aſſerting her right 
to be the guardian of her daughter, had in- 


clined Sir Simon to relax his avertion 
againſt the Jekylls, and the matrimonial 


parley had broken up with the arrange- 
ments neceſſary for the intended union to 
take place. 


On the death of his mother, Jekyll was 
heir to a funded property of upwards of 


one hundred thouſand pounds. This ac- 


quiſition might, perhaps, ſomewhat prevail 
on my father to accept of the treaty ; but! 
believe his principal one aroſe from the de- 
fire he had of preſerving his influence in 
favour of his fon Edward, uninvaded by 


any exceptions on the ſide of his wife; 


and, in this inſtance, the peculiarity of his 
notions did not cauſe him a little anxiety: 
natural enough was 1t for him to dread the 
developing his plans reſpecting my con- 
nection with Fanny. Therefore, having 
yielded implicit obedience to my mother 
on the diſpofal of her daughter, he de- 
manded the ſame unconditional terms of 
adminiſtration in favour of his ſon. 
| Theſe 
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1 
| Theſe were the heads of Sir Simon's firſt 
cönverſation with the Doctor. | 
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But now the ſubject turned upon the re- 
{olutions of Mrs. Gordon, to adopt Fanny 
Underwood as heir to her fortune. 


My father's face had marks of anxiety 
impreſſed upon it—after having heard from 
me the deſcription of the ſcene which. had 
tranſpired at Mr. Cornwall's, which 1 de- 
(cribed to him without the leaſt reſerve ; 
and having ſhewed him the letter of Fanny, 

luis impatience immediately broke forth. 


le pulled out of his pocket a letter 
»hich the ſame poſt had brought him. 


_— 


© My breaſt cannot accule me of in- 
* gratitude for the long-continued marks 
Vol. II. E « of 
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L-3S I 
of your friendſhip and protection: they 
will remain to my lateſt moments un- 


impaired. But while I have a heat 


ſuſceptible of grateful principles to my 


benefactor, I ſtill preſerve a filial love 


with unſhaken fidelity. The cauſe, 


therefore, which has kindled the former 


mult be cancelled to preſerve the latter ; 
and as I find it impoſſible to draw my 
breath this diſtance . from my home, 1 
muſt beg leave to diſclaim thoſe expec- 
tations, which the vanity of an ior-orant 
young woman had raiſed up in me. 


«© My inexperience and innocence at an 


earlier period of my life might, doubtleſs, 
have excited your commiſeration ; and 
while you gratified your charitable prin- 
ciple in the protection of a young vo- 
man, who might, perhaps, have fallen a 


victim to her thoughleſs engagement, 


you have alſo, doubtleſs, affected the 
molt wiſe of expedients. 


„ Mr. Hales is recovered from his in- 


cc 


40 


temperate purſuit of an unhappy girl 


his affections are now fixed on a lady af 
| 66 ever} 
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oy 
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cc 


EY. 
every conſpiring quality to render him 


proſperous and happy. 


«© The plan has proſpered to your moſt 
ſanguine wiſhes, Accept my thanks for 


your bountiful care— your conſiderate 
preſervation of my tender years. It is 
all I have to beſtow for the pains you 
have taken to enlarge my capacity, and 


of teaching my heart the perfect doctrine 
of reſignation in all the trials and per- 


plexities of human life. 


6 have propoſed to my beſt and moſt 


affectionate friend, Mrs. Gordon, to ſet 


off for England in a few days from this; 
and my prayer will then be, that an ob- 
livion may be for ever ſtamped on 

c Your very grateful, 


cc And humble {ervant, 


«© Frances UN DER WOOD. 
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Two poſts from this, the day before I ſat 
off for the Continent, my father receiv ed 
2 ſecond letter. 


e 


% By favour of my more than common 
„ friend, Mrs. Gordon, I have encloſed 

% you the ſum of four hundred pounds, 

*« per draft on Meſſrs. ** * and Co. 

< bankers. 1 


« It is not the pride of my heart which 
impelled me to accept of this bounty, 
for the baſe gratification of reſentment 
I beſeech you, Sir, moſt earneſtly, not 
to accuſe me of this ungenerous device. 


* 49 


* 


* To the amount of this ſum I am 1n- 
«© debted to you for the advantages I have 
received but what advantages Good 
heavens! what can we know of your dil 


penſations e 


« It 


1 


« Tt was your pleaſure, Sir, to prevail on 


my parents to ſend me at this diſtance 


from my home, to cancel the diſpropor- 


tionate attachment between your ſon 


and me. Suffer me to do my own feel- 
ings this juſtice to ſay, that in this the 
giatification of ſelf-intereſt ſeems to have 


heren predominant; yet as this could have 


been accomplithed by more harſh and 


ſtern principles of parental authority, 


than with the extreme delicacy and ten- 


derneſs I have experienced from you, 
doubtleſs I muſt beſtow my thanks; and 


as I think it the moſt delicious moment 
of life to have a due ſenſe of benefits 
received, I do not omit this oppertunity 


of cancelling thoſe inferior obligations, 
at the expence of all ingratitude, when 
the moſt exalted, that of your goodneſs 


of heart, is for ever rooted at the very 
bottom of mine. 


© Nours, &. 
«© FRANCES UN DERWO OD.“ 
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With an accumulation of trouble 1 had 

determined on a violent effort to liſten to 

the propoſition of Doctor Philpot—to ſet 

off for Paris to fly to the houſe of Mrs. 
Gordon. 


My heart had received the moſt violent 


ſhock on the fide of Miſs Cornwall—my af. 


fection divided—Horrid ſenſation ! — My 
fancies perplexed, I was ready to be preci: 
pitated into the moſt diſtempered of ac- 
tions. 


Nor could I be perſuaded to enter on the 
violent reſolution of breaking effectually 
with the Cornwall family, until the Doc- 
tor, noting the viſible effect which this em- 
barraſſment had on my health, endea- 
voured to reſtore my reaſon to ſome de- 
gree of coherent diſcipline. 


« Do you not,” he obſerved, © view 
the intereſted principles of Mr. Corn- 
wall and his fiſter, as having been 
planned from a remote diſtance of time? 
Yet what more deſirable than the alli- 


ance of his family and yours? And on 
60 your 


1 


your ſide, what objections? An honou- 


rable family—prejudice of the world de- 


feated— but fortune circumſcribed — on 
your ſide the deficiency well balanced? 
To this what anſwer but from the coun- 
cil of your own heart. To Under- 


wood's daughter there 1s a natural at- 


tachment, which you declare oftentunes 
accuſes you with an unmanlike verſati- 
lity; and herein lies the bane of all hu- 
man happineſs. How can any man 
propoſe the ſmalleſt portion of repoſe, 


and a contented life, when his conſci- 


« ence muſt daily accuſe him of the in- 
fracted ties of affection ? 


« Conſidered on the ſcale of female at- 
traction, Fanny Underwood and Miſs 
Cornwall are on a parallel ; and by the 
lame parity of reaſoning on the chapter 
of the infidelity of our ſex, you might 
ſuffer your inclinations to range in the 

gay lawn of variety. Do you not, then, 
obſerve the great neceſſity of coming to 
ſome retolution ? 


« Hur" eo balance the choice with wile. 
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[ 80 
«© dom, and to enquire into the ſincerity of 
« female affection, how can you be ſenſible 
i that perfect truth would be found in the 
*« heart of Miſs Cornwall, when you per- 
«« ceive ſo much deſign and trick to ac- 
« compliſh their views? With Fanny, 
«© have you not the full meaſure of a na- 
„ tural paſſion, which, by your own feel 
„ ings, you will confeſs, that neither time, 
« or the flattering propenfities of 25 can 
« extirpate ? 


« Surveying your election on another 
e principle, education diſmiſſed from the 
« enquiry, ſeeing that Fanny is now as 
perfectly accompliſhed as Miſs Cornwall 
«© inthe forms and pleaſing varieties of be- 
« haviour, will you not have in her a 
* partner, whoſe virtues and acquirements 
have been matured by your own dili— 
c gent caution? The plant of your ten- 
der rearing — the ſcion of your own in- 
« grafting—but why this rapture ? 


“ This poſſeſſion, Mr. Hales, is now 
* uncertain. On our arrival in Paris per- 


„ haps we . find this young woman re- 
„ turned 
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turned to her parents —inflexible in her 


reſolutions, and nobly refolved to dedi- 


cate the remainder of her life to a ſingle 
ſtate. Her views, you find, are diſap- 
pointed; and how ſhall we preſume to 
anſwer for the caprice of the ſex, when. 


ſeconded by the experience of age — 


the experience of my filter Gordon, 
whoſe deſires have been long placed on 


paſſing her latter days in her native 
country, with an amiable companion in 
this . woman? 


oy Bur fill to confront the preſent ſtate 
of Miſs Underwood with your own ſen— 
timents, is ſhe not in an actual ſlate of 


independance? What then may not. 
that independance operate? Perhaps 


ſhe may be ſought, be coveted by a 


rval—a'rival of equal power and im- 
portance to yourſelf. The mind of a 


woman is not always proof againſt ſuch 
a powerful {ſtimulus to the tender pal- 
hon. The cold precepts of de oui 
and fine ſentiments may be trans 

to a criminal reſentment ; and e 
child of an amiable docility na 
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3 
<< the principles of her religion and moral 
duty to reſentment and diſdain. 


s not this a natural change, Sir, in a 
« woman's temper ? By this ſhe gratifies 
the pleaſurable attractions of life pow- 
„ erful influence and ſometimes found 
jrreſiſtible by the beſt educated and moſt 
C virtuous of women.“ 


Rouſed from the moſt fluctuating condi- 
tion, I embraced his counſel It was to fly 
from Miſs Cornwall—to reſolve not to ſee 
her again. 


Our preparations for leaving England 
were now to be conſidered, and a few days 
at fartheſt were allotted before we departed. 


A FRESH 
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A FRESH REVOLUTION IN OUR FAMILY. 


. W HEN Sir Simon had received the 


invitation of the Cornwalls to dine, punctil- 
lio would not permit Lady Hales to accept 
it before their dinner viſit had been returned. 
She had dined laſt with them, and it was 
reſolved by her ladyſhip that a card ſhould 
be ſent for this purpoſe. 


The card having been accepted, the 
party were to conſiſt of Lady Dorothy 
Murray, aunt to Lady Hales; Lady 
Jekyll, her ſon and daughter; a young 
gentleman of the name of Dalton, who 
was intimate in this lady's family, and 
who had been introduced by Mr. Jekyll as 
a proper ſuitor to his ſiſter ; Mr. Cornwall, 
his ſon, daughter, and fiſter ; and Doctor 
Philpot. | 


The public converſation among our ac- 
E 6 quaintance 
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L 84 J ; 
quaintance having turned upon my ſup. 
poſed approaching marriage with Amelia, 
it wanted little penetration not to perceive 
the views of Mr. Cornwall. His ready 
acceptance of our dinner invitation indi- 
cated his wiſh to have the ſame believed; 

and as he ſtill entertained hopes of the 
match being compleated, ſo his correſpon- 
dence and intimacy in our family ſerved to 
flatter him in it, and alſo to continue the 
talk of our acquaintance. 


To break off our intimacy on a ſudden 
would have excited the vindictive ſpirit of 
the father; and our policy ſeemed the 
{afeſt to continue him in his error till J had 
left this country. 1 


Tis true I had opened my ſentiments to 
him in the moſt unreſerved manner; but 
his diſcovery of my tender fituation with 
Amelia, and on our parting, convinced 
him his daughter's attractions had operated 
as a ſpell to, continue my regard. This 
deluſion my father well knew Mr. Cornwall 
was continued in — but his turbulent ſpirit 


was to be dreaded — naturally overbearing 
and 


[ 55 J. 


and reſolute, Sir Simon might experience 


the moſt fatal effects from the diſappoint- 


ment of his * 


Our party thus ſituated, we had prepared 
a more than uſual decoration of table. 
With ſplendor and magnificence the libe- 
ral heart of Sir Simon had contrived to re- 
gale his fon before his departure for the 
Continent. 


But the difficulty to overcome the meet- 
ing of Amelia—here my alarms—a diſtruſt 
of reſolution which cauſed unſpeakable 
pain—but happily my fears were relieved 
E the lovely girl had perſiſted in her deter- 
mination not to attend her father and aunt, 
and being attacked with an indiſpoſition in 
conſequence, their reſentment ſeemed diſſi- 
pated. Thus reſtored to a certain degree 
of compoſure, I met the gueſts with more 
collected calmneſs. 

„40 
immediately made up to Lady Hales and 
Lady .. Murray. 


* 


The 


On the arrival of the Cornwalls, the aunt 
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The pride of Scotch blood was indicated 
in the countenance of Lady Dorothy by an 
increaſe of ſcarlet tint and erected gravity— 


Lady Hales darted reiterated looks of 1 in- 
quiſitive ſurpriſe on me and Sir Simon. 


A quickneſs of conception inclined me 
to ſuppoſe that the plot of Fanny was diſ- 
covered by the ſhrewd policy of the maiden 
aunt. | | 


Amelia had, doubtleſs, aſſigned my rea- 
ſons for breaking off my viſits; and as 
Harry Cornwall, my ſchool and Cantab 
crony, had been long acquainted with the 
ſituation of Frances, he had divulged this 
long-entruſted ſecret to his family. But 
this doubtful ſuſpicion was ſoon confirmed, 
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5 My friend Cornwall had entered the 
room with a look of reſerve — had taken 
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an oppoſite ſeat with an unuſual diſtance— g 
an evident demonſtration of an unfayou- L 
| rable change of ſentiment. The member m 
[ | ſeated next my father, with whom he was cu 
; | alſo ſeriouſly engaged in converſation. The he 
bl Doctor and "— ſurveying the company. no 
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Furniſhed by theſe appearances, I now 
conjectured that my viſits in the family had 


flattered the wiſhes of Mr. Cornwall in a 


matrimonial connection with his daughter ; 
but as I had not ſpoke the tender word to 
Amelia, the aunt had doubtleſs deviſed 
the meaſure of a fictitious correſpondence 
to produce the effect. This artificial con- 


trivance was productive of every requiſite 


means to produce an overture ; and ſhould 
| hereafter the plan be diſcovered, ſtill the 
great end of the plot had been effected. 


On the other hand, it was evident the 
letters were the production of a woman 
who had ſome knowledge of compoſition 


and in this Mr. Cornwall's ſiſter had the 


fulleſt claim to the merit. Authoreſs in 


proſe and verſe—a member of a certain fe- 
male ſociety — coterie converſatione — 
* club—ſhe had aſſumed the prero- 


gative of control among her acquaintance. 


Lady Hales was ſubmiſſive to her argu- 


ments. Lady Dorothy heard her with ora- 


cular ſolemnity — Lady Jekyll ſuſpended 
her uſual volubility when ſhe raiſed the 
notes of her voice for general attention 

| | and, 
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and, in ſhort, all the room ſeemed prepared 
with due ſubmiſſion to confeſs the ſuperi- 
= ority of her merit and confidence. Under 
this colour of popular ſway the Doctor well 
anticipated ſome approaching revolution 
which her inauſpicious manner ſeemed to 
announce. 5 
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In proportion to this lady's aſcendancy, 
fo increaſed Doctor Phil pot's commentary. 
He was convinced ſhe was the artful agent 
of a plot in which ſhe ſeemed intent to in- 
volve our family, and he therefore became 
equally vigilant and reſolved to circum- 
vent it. 
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Under theſe impreſſions it was not appa- 
rent the hoſpitable roof of my father would 
be ſeaſoned with its uſual conviviality. 
Thus we both foreboded a rupture. 
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When the table was ſerved a general 
diſcontent ſeemed to prevail among all the 
parties. An interval of ſilence, till the fil 
was removed, produced a briſk challenge 
of a health from Mr. Dalton to Lady 

oe 
This 


1 
This attracted the notice of Mr. Corn- 
wall's ſiſter. The youth, beſpangled and 
elegant in his attire, ſeemed to accord with 
he ſentiments of Eaſt-Indian parade; and 
Lady Jekyll was not a little vain'in having 
n opportunity of diſplaying ſuch a pretty 
fellow as a proper acquaintance for her 
daughter, with whom he had been ſ porting 
a great deal of welcome gallantry: | 


This gentleman, therefore, having en- 
gaged the attention of our Machiavelian 
heroine, the whiſper circulated to enquire 
his pretenſions. 
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A nig Bi from Miſs Elizabeth 
Cornwall ſoon convinced us, ſhe had there 
an anecdote alſo — and, leaning towards 
Lady Hales, ſhe cauſed a moſt ſolemn look 


of aſtoniſhment to beam on her counte- 
nance, | 
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Not the famed Sybil Erythræa could be- 
attended to with more implicit confidence. 
Looks, ſneers, and ambiguous ſentences, 
vent round. Mr. Dalton thought the laſh 
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190 J 
of this lady directed to him. This cauſed 
a ceſſation of gallantry on his ſide. 


Mr. Jekyll whiſpered polite anecdotes of 
the day acroſs the table to my ſiſter Sophy, 
but ineffectual his ſufficiency. In all the 
glory of deſpotic converſe, this lady cauſed 
a damper here to take place — a glance of 
the eye to young Jekyll conveyed his looks 
to her ſneers and nods with Lady Hales— 
and here he had no doubt of cenforious 
tattle at his expence. 


Thus contrived by the aſcendant genius 
of this lady, a perfect filence was azfully 
conveyed over the party. 


During the whole time of the repaſt, 
great coldneſs on the fide of Lady Hales to 
Sir Simon — great formality on the fide of 
Lady Dorothy Murray— myſtery ſhrouded 
in their behaviour—he felt an unuſual diſ- 
content, and his natural vivacity entirely | 


forſook him. 


When the ladies retired, Mr. Cornwall 
had drawn my father into a private con- 
verſation, 


1 
verſation, which had turned upon the mar- 
rage with me and Amelia. To this he re- 
plied, that he had a fixed determination 
never to control the inclinations of his chil- 
dren, and that he referred the iſſue of che 
buſineſs to his ſon. 


| This reply cauſed an addreſs to me on 
the fide of Mr. Cornwall, which he thus 
prefaced with a forced kind of humour: 


Sir,“ ſays he, * if I am not miſtaken, 
« there are two gentlemen in the company 
% upon the ſame agreeable party of plea- 
ſure as yourſelf. Mr. Jekyll is to pre- 
e ſent the wreathe of hymen to Miſs 
„ Hales; and Mr. Dalton, by report, has 
been entered into the liſt of Miſs Jekyll's 
* admirers. Suppoſe we have the cere- 
mony of the trio celebrated on the ſame 
* day — what ſay you, Doctor Philpot ; 


* will you be acceſſary to the miſchief, 


* and perform the ceremony ? ” 


The Doctor, well diſcerning the point of 


old Cornwall, turned the foil with a ſerious 


ſtraight nnn to make him ſenſible of the 
1. 
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L 92 
hit. As for the two gentlemen there, 
% (meaning Jekyll and Dalton) I will 
« leave them to anſwer for themſelves; 
% and on their requiſition, all parties con- 
* ſenting, I have no objection to perform 
c the ceremony but here, Sir,” turning 
to me, © I confeſs I ſhould have the 
“ greateſt, were all the parties perfectly 
united and agreed.“ 


The Doctor's black eyebrow now be- 
came arched and contracted — it beſpoke 
a ſerious diſpoſition of the heart. The fa- 


awed into gravity, 
« Your reaſon, Sir? replied the mem- 
ber * | 


* lady —and I find, by true report, that 
« Miſs Cornwall has accepted of his 
* apology for W any farther viſits 

in your family.“ 


« Mr. Hales is preſent,” anſwered Mr. 
Cornwall, « to anſwer for himſelf; and! 


cetious attempt of Mr, Cornwall was thus 


«© Becauſe he is engaged to another 


C6 now : 
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1 
« now think it incumbent on me to de- 
« mand a reaſon for your interference.” 


Doctor Philpot returned. 


« My friendſhip for the family, and the 
« confidence of Mr. Hales, have embol- 
« dened me to reply in a matter of this 
« dehcacy; but I am more particularly 
« encouraged to it from the baſe deſigns 
« that were practiſed to entrap the affec- 
« tions of a generous young gentleman,” 


« Baſe-defigns,” warmly repeated Mr. 
Cornwall, ning from the table. 


Believe me, Sir, there is no acceſ- 
« fion of fame to be reaped by this kind 
« of violent oppoſition,” rejoined the 
Doctor. 


« | repeat my words — baſe deſigns.— 
sudden reſentment may, perhaps, give 
* colour for my ſuſpicion — and, perhaps, 
* if my warmth be excited, you may have 
ga much greater cauſe for your anger.” 
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| Jekyll and Dalton now roſe and left the 


room to join the ladies. 


ec 


cc 


cc 


rc 


cc 


c js reſolved to break off the connection. 


At ths period, the be, on his legs, 


The Doctor continued. 


66 do, indeed, Mr. Cornwall, eſpoul: 
the cauſe of Mr. Hales — his conduct 


does honour to manhood — his generous 


inexperienced mind has been played 
upon, and taken advantage of.” 


«& Forged letters were contrived to make 
the young people declare their fenti- 
ments — their peculiar tender ſituation 
expoſed to the public eye. I repeat the 
words, baſe contrivance ! ” | 


% Concerned for the advantage which 
has been taken of his friendſhip for Mis 
Cornwall, Mr. Hales is reduced to the 
greateſt poſſible anguiſh of mind. Hi 
affections are engaged for another lady, 
and I have his permiſſion to tell you he 


demande 


s 


4 


EW] 


demanded of me whether the Do#for's ſen- 
| timents were my OWN. 


I replied they were. 


George Cornwall now abruptly left the 
houſe. 


Old Cornwall, turning to my father, re- 
plied: | 


« Sir Simon Hales, I am indebted to 
your generoſity for the loan of a conſi- 
« derable ſum of money. I would not 
«© with, by alarming the peace of your 


family, to ſhew my ingratitude by any 


* ſudden reſentment. My ſon, I per- 
** ceive, has withdrawn himſelf in anger 
* a ſenſe of family injury ſeems to have 


| © excited a ſpirit which muſt be ſmothered. 


My daughter's health is viſibly impaired 
* by this miſunderſtanding ; and I have 
* only to lament having ſuffered a mutual 
* attention to have ſubſiſted between theſe 
* young people for ſuch a length of time. 
Perhaps it will prove the abſolute cauſe 
* of our downfall, — Amelia has refuſed 

SD 


» 


1 d 
_ - * 0 TY - = ow < & 2 ” * 
r — DDr 7 Pr COME — a 0 
r ? TY 36＋——B — — * * — — — 8 : 24 
v [op I 12 2 7 A © * * - . 


22 Ty 

Wt. 8 — * — 2 n 2 2 

* . n 8 313 — KN 4 — . — - 4 IP - 1 > x 2 — = — Yom ws 
— — - 2 


i 
ö 
4 


— 


ee i A 
© ng 
* Ky 8 


r 
* 
«A 


* 8 — 2 Ba 2 2 22 
N 


1 
6 the moſt affluent and diſtinguiſhed 
young men of the age. | 


& As to baſe deſigns, Doctor, you hart 
& my permiſſion to place them where your 
& ſuſpicions fall: but I hope you will ex: 
% empt me from this reproach, and na 
* conſider me as the author of the letters,” 


Of this Doctor Philpot affured Mr. 
Cornwall he acquitted him, and that he 
did not mean to accuſe him of any anti 


fice in the affair, but begged his reconci : 
liation. | . C( 
m 
Some peace was now reſtored, and ve Fl 
were ſeated till the ladies ſummoned us to th 
tea and coffee. re 
Lady Dorothy Murray had left the houſe ; 

in all the ſtate and pageantry of her antient Iad 
clan—diſcontented, and her pride alarmed, tha 
we had no doubt of the ſecret being di- the 
vulged, and a powerful battery raiſed Wi her 
againſt the citadel of my early affections. ind 
No doubt but my engagement with Fanny the | 
Underwood was to become the public topic * 


0! 


1 


of our acquaintance, and every ſtratagem 


was to be deviſed to ſhame us from this 


low and degrading notion of matrimonial 


1 


Miſs Elizabeth Cornwall and my mother 
were in full career of converſat rom | 
mated in the extreme — and as the former 
lady had effected her negotiation to the 


complete routing of every maternal ſenti- 


ment on the fide of the latter, ſhe brikly 


turned upon Doctor Phil pot to change the 


nature of her triumph into a more ſprightly 
rein of converſation. 

Before we proceed on the hiſtory of this 
lady's viſit, it would be firſt proper to hint, 
that Miſs Elizabeth Cornwall was one of 
theſe ladies, whoſe connections admitted 


her into the moſt choice ſocieties of the age, 


and whoſe great delight was to be thought 
he firſt Hel. eprit 1 in her circles—h rer com- 
Vox. II. | F | potions 


L 


poſitions had been various, both in proſe 
and verſe — ſhe had written prologues, 
puffs, and introductory letters, for her 
friends, without number had aſſiſted ſe. 
veral ladies in correcting the publications 
of novels. Her intereſt was the means of 
foiſting on the managers of one of our thea- 
tres a play, which, deficient of either plot 
or incident, received its juſt damnation 
from the critics on its firſt repreſentation, 


Having ſent her play to a celebrated 
pocteſs to have her criticiſm upon it, her 
friend had tenderly recommended ſome ju- 
dicious alterations, and moſt ſeriouſly coun- 
ſelled her not to offer it to the managers till 
it had undergone a more correct reviſal. 
Irritated with all the petulency of a felt- 
conceited authoreſs, who conſidered her 
friend's alterations and counſel as envy at 
her ſuperior merit; and having her hopes 
ſo completely diſappointed by the public, 
her determined reſentment was now excited 
againſt every riſing genius of the age; and 
with theſe ſentiments ſhe had compoled the 


following copy of verſes againſt the literary 
En. . female 


9 1 ; 
female friend who had made the judicious 
obſervations on her play: 1 | 


T O 


A MODERN POETESS. 


WHEN around a folemn Qilnels 
reigns, 
More active ſprights illume the 1 
brains. 
The wakeful mind in ecſtaſy | is dreſt, 
And the rapt nymph a goddeſs is confell 
Comic or tragic, authoreſſes riſe, 
And female breaſts refine to ecſtaſies. 


Pale beam'd the midnight lamp—Saphira's 
breaſt, 

By poeſy impell'd, ſhook off dull reſt ; 

_ tebianch'd bed gown, looſe folded o'er 
the fair, 

dlicht ſhield of comfort 'gainſt the duc 

chill air. 

Cold winter's blaſts, repell'd by _— 
ſublime — 

Warm comfort feels, true votaries of wi 
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Now to the filver ink-ſtand quick ſhe flics, 

The poliſh'd verle, in well-pick'd words, 

ſhe tries; 
Eras'd and interlin'd the page appears— 
Sometimes ſhe rhimes to laugh—fometi: nes 

to tears — 
Comic or tragic metaphor abounds, 


And bright ſublimity the eye aſtounds. 


How ſoft the diction, point fo ſwectly 
gracd— 


The zo expreſſion of che day well plac'd : 


Choice flourets cul'd no vulgar word can 
ound,  ---- | 


And well-turn'd periods well arrang'd are 


found. 


All elegance tvell-hamme:”'d ſtanza trite, 


To conſecrate the poeteſs unite. 


Theſe verſes had been entruſted into the 


hands of Doctor Philpot to read ; but this 
truely philanthropic man refuſed to proceed. 


Madam, 


E 1 1 


„ Madam,” ſays he, “ ſatire, in any 
ſhape, I never reſpected. Even in the 
works of our beſt poets, where it may 
be occaſionally found with acknowledge 
propriety, I am generally led to believe 


it has been written more to favour the 
vanity of. an author's abilities, than the 
pure defire of reforming the world. 


© I grant there are vices which merit 
the combined attacks of all our be! 
writers — but it appears to me that ticir 


good intentions are generally pervertc 
by loading the culprit with much ob— 


; . s 1 1 . : * 
loquy, and ſinking the mild precept ol 
Chriſtian lenity into tlie harſh invectives 


of a cruel and unjuſt cenſure. 


* I never read any of theſe pretended 
reformers of modern droſs, but I call to 


mind the confeſſion of the poor damned 


poet in the realins of Pluto, which we 
find ſo happily portrayed in the vifions 
of the celebrated Quivido : 


Oh, this vile trade of verſiſying 
Has dd us all to hell for lying 
F 2 | EE. For 
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For writing what we do not think, 
Merely to make the verſe cry Clink ; 
For rather than abuſe the metre, 
Black ſhall be white, Paul ſhall be Peter, 


— | — — — enemy — — 1 
- 


Not out of malice, Jove's my witneſs, 
But only for the verſe's fitneſs. 


The way our poets have gone about 
to cleanſe the augean ſtable, has been to 


attack corruption on the triumphant. 
car of their own ſelf love. Ther 
furious and clamorous driving have made 


too great a noiſe in the world, and ex- 
cited the human paſſions in open arms 


againſt them; they have only made men 


more obſtinate and perſevering in thei 


vice and folly. 


c See the concluſion of our celebrated 


Pope's epilogue to his ſatires — Was he 


not conſcious that he had effected very 
| | „little, 


L 203 J 
« little, or, indeed, no reform by his 
“ writing? 


« Here, laſt of Britons ! let your names be 


read — | 
% Are none now lin ? — let me praiſe | 


60 che dead 


« But why had not his ſatires more effect? 
e Becauſe the vanity of the poet ſeemed 
more conſpicuous than the real and un- 
«© feigned deſire of mending his fellow 
« creatures by his mild corrections. To 
vilify and to degrade is not to correct, 
but to excite reſentment. Men have 
«© their vices, *tis true; but the moſt 
wicked may have their virtues. 


Why ſhould 


« — Grandeur bluſh, and proud courts 

* withdraw their blaze! — 
* Becauſe the man of Roſs was a good 

«f man? 
* 

Kings and great men have been vir- 
8 tnous, as well as men in private life; and 
F 95 5 * 


E 


as che man of Roſs was a peculiar exam. 
ple of ſingular virtue in the middling 
ranks of the people, we may with equal 
propriety infer, that a ſimilar inſtance of 


deculiar virtue may be found in gran. 
* devr and in courts; therefore Pope's 


tarire and compariſon is by no means 
juit, and we have a right to ſuſpect the 
poet of more vanity and deſire of fwel- 
ling his calumny, than of ſeriouſly re- 
forming the vices of his fellow creatures. 


e But I am rather enlarging too much on 
the ſubject; and, perhaps, I myſelf may 
be ſuſpected of the ſame fault which | 
am now inclined to cenſure in others. 


& In ſhort, ſatire to me is deteſtable— 
I never hear it, or read it, but I am con- 
vinced, in my own mind, it 1s penned 
for ſome ſiniſter or intereſted purpoſe. 
I am very forry that I am obliged to be 
ſo pointed, but the buſy meddling fpurit 


of public and private life calls aloud to: 
ſome Chriſtian interference. 


„ You are an abettor of immoral), 


ce Doctor. 


— 
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ce Doctor. Vice is made to appear with- 
ec out deformity in the ſenſe of your cate- 


« chiſing lecture, replied the lady. 


« Not ſo, Madam. When ] reprove, I 
« would reprove with charity, feniible of 
my own foibles, frailties, and tranſgreſ- 
„ ſions. There is a little Scripture here 
* neceflary —but that TI leave for your own 
meditation and proper application.” 


Here the Doctor roſe, and preſented the 
lady her verſes, who received them with 
che moſt vifible mortification, that their 
point and perſonification might not be re- 
cogniſed. 


Her reſentment had been excited againſt 
every riſing genius of the age by the unſuc- 
celsful treatment of her play; and ſhe was 

now determined to lug into her ſatire all the 
circle of her friends w * were diſtinguiſhed 
lor their genius and abili ities; and among 
them ſeveral ladies, who were Aminen 
conſpicuous in the light of writers, by ſeve- 
3) inoffenſive and elegant publications, 


The 


. 
The Doctor uſed much rhetoric to dif. 
ſuade her ; but finding ſhe was reſolved to 
dip her ink in gaul inſtead of the milk of 
human nature, he boldly declared that he 
himſelf would attack her, and compel her to 
ſilence. 


The fact was, on the peruſal of the 
ſtanzas, Philpot had obſerved a ſimilarity 
of hand writing between the poeteſs and 
the writer of the forged letter of Miſs Ame- 
lia Cornwall to Mr. Hales, on the rendez- 
vous buſineſs at Ranelagh; and he was de- 


termined to. explore the affair betore the 
party broke up. 


L 1075 


THE REVOLUTION COMPLEATED. 


Turk Was now announced to the 
party the arrival of a Mr. Wardmote. 


Mr. Dalton, who had been engaged in 
a continued vein of pleaſantry and chat 
with Lady Jekyll and Miſs, like a thunder 
clap, ſeemed ſtruck ſpeechleſs and motion- 
leſs. The moſt obvious confuſion was now | 
depicted in his countenance— this being 
noticed by the ſhrewd eye of the critic, 
Miſs Cornwall —She aſked him, with a ma- 
licious grin, “if this gentleman was of his 
* acquaintance ?” if not, ſhe ſaid ſhe 
would have the pleaſure of introducing _ 
him, 


Mr. Wardmote!” rejoined Mr. Corn- 
wall, «© why this is the name, ſiſter, of our 
* grocer in Cheapſide.“ 


F 6 « The 


| 108 J 
ler n, brother,” replied Mis 
Cornwall. | 


&© What buſineſs can he have here?“ 
anſwered the Member — not a little diſcon- 
certed i in turn. 


Dalton held a cup of tea in his tremb- 
ling hand, which tottered on his ſaucer; 
and as the door opened, the worthy citizen 
made his entrance; but this ſide of the 
room favouring a motion of the youth, as he 
was riſing unhappily to gain the door, the 
cup fell out of his hands ; for the back of 
Wardmote being turned to him, it was 
eaſy for him to have made good his eſcape, 
had it not been for this accident, which 
drew the whole eyes of the company to- 
wards that quarter, and, among the reſt, 
Wardmote himſelf. 


ec Ben, are yo here?” cried the grocer. 


Miſs Cornwall now addreſſed Mr. Ward- 
mote. 


" © Sir, ” ſays ſhe, © I was informed, the 
« laſt 


109 J 

c [aſt time J was in the city, that you was 
in great diſtreſs about your ſon, whom 
« you deſcribed as living in a ſtate of 
« oreat expence and figure at our end of 
« the ſame. This, Sir, I preſume, is the 
« gentleman, and whoſe face I had recol- 
elected ſometime back in a blue apron 
behind your counter, ſerving out the 
*« wares of your ſhop.” 


Pray you be ſeated, Mr. Wardmote,” 
with the moſt benign and complacent ſet 
of features, cried Sir Simon — “ A chair, 
„William —and do you, Mr. Dalton, 
take your ſeat —I am happy to ſee you, 
© Mr. Wardmote, though not the plea- 


(( N Sg f » » 
ure OL your acquaintance. 


© By whoſe orders, Lady Hales, was 
Mr. Wardmote ſent for?“ 


„ Mine, by the requeſt of Miſs Corn- 
wall,“ replied her ladyſhip. 


* To expoſe my ſon, I ſuppoſe, Sir,” 
lays Mr, Wardmote. 
TS IT 66-20 
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E 
e To be ſure Ben is but a comical fort 
of a heedleſs chap, and has given me 
a good deal of trouble about one kin of 
a thing or other — ſomehow he has got 
& above his buſineſs, and is not eaſy with- 


6 cout he is figuring away like a gentleman, 


66 Good company, however, my boy is got 
« into. Why Ben has a coat on as fine as 


F our Alderman on a Court day.” 


SIR SIMON. © Give the gentleman tez 
« and coffee.“ 


Tea and coffee was handed to Mr. Ward- 
mote — The aſſumed Mr. Dalton was terri- 
fied to an inconceivable ſtupidiiy. 


LavDy JexvLL, at en. & An 


« impoſtor.” 


Mrss JEKYLL picking her fan. 


YouXxG JEKYLL flaring at his mother. 
6% Was never more ſurpriſed in all my 
5 life,” 


LADY JEKYLL. * Mr, Dalton, you are 
cc an 


1 
« an impoſtor, and I will have you ap- 
« prehended for the inſult you have put 
« upon*my family.“ 


WarRDMOTE. ** Inſult l Madam — I 
beg I may know it.“ 


Lapr JExYLL. © Fellow—he has pre- 


« tended to be a man of rank and fortune, 
« and has had the audacity to offer his 
* hand to my daughter.” 


* 


WAREDMOTE. „ Ben was always an 


© odd dog.” 


Lady JEKYLL, © Diſgraced! — in- 
« ſulted! — Fellow, I will this inſtant have 
him before a Juſtice of the Peace. 


Wan Mork. 155 For what, my Lady 


e Jekyll? Alt is only a prank of the lad's, 
I ſuppoſe. He wants to ape his betters, 


* and 1s too proud for his buſineſs — Ay, 
© ay; I have heard of your pranks. Ben 
* you muſt beg this lady's pardon for in- 


| © troducing yourſelf into her company, 
and I will get you a commiſſion in the 
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Faſt-India ſervice —it will, to be ſure, 
break your poor mother and ſiſter's heart 
—but it will be much better to do this 
than to diſgrace your parents, who live 
creditably in the world, by going to jail 
and, perhaps, coming to a bad end, 
Come, come; beg Lady Jekyll's par- 
don, and turn over a new leaf.” 


LADY JEKYLL. © I will have juſtice— 
« Fellow, you are an accomplice of your 
& {on. —Such ſcum of the earth !”— 

_ {Flirting her fan,” and ſmelling at * la. 
vender bottle. 


WARDMOTE. © I would not inſult your 
c ladyſhip—but I am no fellow, nor ſcum 
© of the earth neither —I am ſorry for my 
ce ſon's imprudence; and what can I {ay 
ce more ? I will tell you a bit of my mind, 
ͤ ſince you oblige me to it. I can give 
Ben a tolerable round fortune, if I please 
% and what can you ſay to that — Scum 
« of the earth —Suppoſe I pleaſe to make 
ce him a gentleman that's my buſinels, 
& you know and as for your ladyſhip, 


«© you don't Know me, though I well knov 
; cc 1 


Wi 

© you—You muſt not teach me as you 
„taught the young ladies at Hammer- 
& ſmith boarding ſchool, before you be- 
„ came the wife of Sir Thomas Jekyll, 
« whoſe father and my father were fellow 
© warchouſemen in Crutched Friars — and 
« Sir Thomas himſelf was not half ſo good 
a man when he ſet off in the world as I 
* can make Ben, if J pleaſe.— 


[ He was now riſing. 


J am not come here to be inſulted 
6 reither,” 


Let every body pay their debts, [ look- 
« ing at Mr. Cornwall and his fifier ] and 
not ſend to expoſe me here and my ſon. 
„I can wan e perhaps, expoſe them in 
* return | 


Six Simon Hates. Mr. Wardmote, 
I expect you will keep your ſeat—there 
is a miſunderſtanding which I could wiſh 
* to ſeecleared up. - 


** Your ſon appears to have had a better 
% equca- 
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e education than is conſiſtant with the 


„ plan of life which you with him to 
cc purſue.” 


WARDMCTE. He has been brought 
& up at an academy at Kentiſh Town— 
«© Cannot a man be a good ſcholar and 1 
© good tradeſinan too?“ 


Docrox PHIL TOT. The bane lies 
in the ſtate affixing too much common 
aliry .to the claſs of the merchant nd 
tradeſman ——Make theſe profeſſions 
honourable, and. {uitable acquirement 
by education will not leem dii propor- 
tionate. 


6 What more honourable than thoſe 
profeſſions, by which the empire derives 
all its grandeur and proſperity ? The 
citizen ſhould not be degraded becauſe 
he acts a ſubordinate part in the drama 
of government ; if ſo, in proportion to 
the improved ideas which he has ac- 
quired by education, ſo he will naturally 
deſpite the line of life which he is brougit 


up to. 
66 The 


1 
« The importance of commerce to Great 
« Britain is more efficient than its territo- 
e rial or indigenous ſupplies—in ſuch wiſe 
« jt ſhould be ſupported and exalted to 
& honour and high office. 


* 1 1 therefore, whenever I ſee it 
t infulted or degraded —I have been 
* chafed with indignation in beholding 
cour playhouſes turning into ridicule the 
great emporium of our commerce * —— 
The public prints in jeſt and meriment 
* expoling the great ſupporters of our 
« wealth and proſperity — Have they not 
* excited my indignation ? 


“ Your ſon, Mr. Wardmote, would 
never have aſſumed the character of Mr. 


* In the play of Richard the Third, it is uſual for 
the theatres to charicature the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Common Councilmen, when they preſent their ad- 
dreſs to the King. At the ſame time the Manager 
| has been expoſed to the critic's cenſure, What more 
adſurd than to fee the coſtume of the times ſo barba- 
rouſly violated in-dreffing theſe reſpectable perſonages 
in long wigs; when it is well known that wigs were 
not worn till the age of Charles the Second ? 

cc Dalton, 
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« the ſtate.“ 


Ms. CoxnwALLL. This is the true 
« levelling principle with a vengeance, 
„ Doctor. Order, civil order, Sir —ſub- 


© qrdination—diſtinetion” 


Doctor PrrLeotT. © Why not admit 
© the merchant, the tradeſman, to an equi. 
5 lity with the divine, the phyſical gentry, 
de lawyer, and ſoldier? There will be al. 
& ways diſtinction of rank ſtill ſubſiſting 
© in the ſtate to preſerve ſubordination; 
and even among the profeſſional clailcs 
re there will always be found degrecs i 
% honour for the reward of merit and vi- 


cc 


„ tuous enterpriſe ®.” 


* The town of Zuric, in Switzerland, reſpef 


the claſs of citizens as highly honourable, and they 


are admitted to the firſt poſts in the Canton. All 
the other inferior claſſes are grouped under the title 
of the peaſantry. What wiſdom ! and what an energy 
does not this convey to its commercial eſtabliſhment: 


W arD- 


Dalton, had he been taught to confider 
& the buſineſs of his father as holding an 
c honourable, and not a ridiculous rank in 


110 


| th: 


th 


1 
WARDM OTE. Four ſentiments are 
«© noble, Doctor Thingamee—and—and 
« —] wiſh you was one of our Common 
« Councilmen. We want ſuch a man as 
you among us to keep up the credit of 
« the city. 


© It was only on the other Lord Mayor's 
« feaſt — (when I was invited) —I could 
not help obſerving the ſneers and ſhrugs 
« of your grandees when I fat at table * — 


But J often with ſome of our topping 


* gentry would tell them as good a tale as 
„they bring at this here end of the town. 
Jo be ſure there is here and there a man 
among us who gets up in the Houſe of 
“Commons, and talks away very glibly as 


| © ſomehow ; but they does not do it ſo well 


neither as ſome of your courtiers; it 


does not go quite ſo well off; and that 


is one good reaſon why we are carried 


*The ſtale jeſt of the turtle feaſt ſhoule! ſurely 
no longer paſs muſter — when it muſt be confeſſed, 
that the epicure and ſenſualiſt is not more common to 
this than the moſt exalted claſs in the ſtate. 
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We 3 
away by good horators. There is one 
or two men come among us, and they 
cram us with fine tales, which we ſwal. 
© low like ſpoonfulls of flummery — and 
all this, I warrant you, becauſe we have 
not ſuch good hopportunities to get 
learning. The city likes horators and 
good ſpokeſmen, and we all trys at it a 
little in our meetings — but then we 
never makes any thing out — we keeps 
on talking till the wine makes us quite 
turn the diſcourſe another way, and 
then we adsjurnes to another meeting.” 
Mx. CorxnwaALL 1 % Vulgar 
« dog !” 


. JEKYLL, I may then thank 


*« you, Madam, [To Miſs Cornzal!] for 
«© being thus expoſed.” _ 
Mrss CoRnwALL. I meant to do 
your ladyſhip a fignal piece of ſervice. 
I faw the great danger your family was 
expoſed to, and I was charitably in- 
clined to open your eyes on the ap- 
Pproaching evil,” 


Mz. 


( ng ] 
Ma. WarDMorE. © This I now * 
« ſees Sad * Ben.“ | 


Sin Simon HALES. © You ſay you 
« are willing to make a gentleman of him 
perhaps, in this caſe, Lady Jekyll“ 


Lady JEEYLL. *© Inſult !” 


Ma. WarDmoTR. © Not ſo warm, 
© Madam — Perhaps my ſon Ben, whom 
c you take upon you ſo much to deſpiſe, 
may be as good as your daughter 1 
can get him a commiſſion in the Artil- 
lery Company to-morrow, if you pleaſe; 
andi if your ladyſhip likes a ſmart cock- 
* ade and regimentals for Miſs, Ben can 
© ſoon ſhow off ih this way.” 


Lady JEKYLL. Inſufferable! 


Lady HaLzs. - For heaven ſake, Sir 
© Simon, do not interfere.” 
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M. WarDMoTE. © I want nobody 
* to fight my battles, and pleaſe your 
2 1 though much thanks to the 
« honourable 


L 12 ] 
honourable Baronet. I thinks as how ] 
have been ſomewhat ill-treated in this 
here company by two particular ladies, 
"Tis true Ben has made me angry in 
being aſhamed of his name ; but, upon 
my word, I think he looks as much like 
a gentleman as that there gentleman ia 
the corner, (meaning Mr. Jekyil.)— 
As for that lady, who has brought me 
here to make us both look ridiculous, I 
could make her look as ridiculous in re- 
turn, if I pleaſe— For pray let inc aſc 
you, is there more harm in my ſon en 
tranſmogrifying himſelf all for love of a 
young lady, and putting on another 
character, than this here lady coming to 
my ſhop for articles, and running up a 
long bill, and keeping me three years 
out of my money, becauſe the goods 
are going to a member of parliament 
that can't be found to pay it? — More 
fool me to truſt, they may ſay but ſhe 
comes in her coach, and it is the appeat- 
ance of ſuch things which makes us pay 
all due reſpe&t—as you all ſeem to have 
done poor Ben there, beforc you found 


| out his father was an honeſt grocer in 
„ Cheaplide 


— 


1 


Cheapſide — 1 pays my ſcot and lot re- 
« gularly, or I ſhould ſoon know the rea- 
ſon why —1 wiſh other folks would do 
the ſame — and becauſe, as they does not 
do it, I have as good a right to think 


« myſelf as good as they, haven't I, Mr. 


Doctor, pray? 


This colloquial kind of argument ope- 
rated as a wnderiul damper on the ſpirits 


of Mr. and Mis Cornwall. 


Lady Hales ſeemed diſconcerted—the 


true hiftory of Lady Jekyll had not reached 


her ear before. There was a great ſhare of 


I family pride in my mother, and I believe 


this gave her friendihi p for HOP * A 
conſiderable ſhock. 


5 5 
Miss CoxxwWALLI. © To be inſulted 
under your own roof, Sir Simon!“ 
Vor,, II. ( Ns. 
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Ms. Conme att. 
„ inſult, my dear, depend upon it. I am 
* ſorry an old acquaintance ſhould be ever 
diffolved, Sir Simon; but my honour, 
Sir, 1s ſuffered to be impeached by the 
inſolence of this low and illiterate ci· 


tizen.“ 


Miss CoRNWALL. 
c have you pretty well in our power, Sir 
« Simon. Mr. Hales there, was I my bro- 
ther, ſhould anſwer for his cruelty in our 
family [Here ſhe pulled out a Cambric 
3 to her 95 


apparent. 
letter for their meeting at Ranelagh— 
your hand writing, Madam — 1 can 
bring the moſt demonſtrable proof of it. 


Doctor PHIL POT — 70 Miſs Cormoall= 
«© Madam, your infinuations and defire of 
involving all your acquaintance within 
the reach of your tongue and power, is 
very apparent. As to the plan which | 
you combined againſt this family, to 
draw Mr. Hales into a matrimonial en- 
gagement with Mis Cornwall, is but t00 


E 
6 ] mall reſent the 


2 Thank Gyd we 


You was the authoreſs of the 


Mr. 


* 


L 83 3 


Mr. and Miſs Cornwall now roſe - ſhe 
rang the bell, and inſiſted on leaving the 
* immediately. | 


Lady Jekyll was taking herſelf off—the 
whole party broke up—the Baronet's houſe 
was in a temporary confuſion—ſome cri- 
mination was heard by moſt of the parties. 


Wardmote declared there was as much 
Jangling and wrangling among people of 
quality as in his own family—and, with his 
ſon, they both diſappeared—the father firſt 
approaching the Baronet, giving him a 
molt hearty ſqueeze of the hand, and of- 


fering the ſame ceremony to Doctor Phil- 
pot. 


G 2 EP1SO- 
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EPISODICAL ANECDOTES OF THE HALESES, 
THE JEKYJ.LS, AND THE CORNWALLS, 
TO WORK THE PLOT UP TO THE Set 
TASIS. 


Th E ſchiſm was now compleated with | 
Miſs Elizabeth Cornwall—ſhe was inflamed 
to vengeance —the beautiful Amelia con- 


fined to her bed with a fever. 


Tortured by her father and aunt, this 
amiable girl was expoſed to the ſhaft of fa- 
mily rigour — the news of her bad health 
had reached my ear, and my diſtreſs in- 
creaſed in proportion as the time drew near 
for my departure from England. 


7 Lady Hales was cooling in her friend- 
ſhip for Lady Jekyll, and the match with 
Sophy and young Jekyll much abated in 


its proceſs. Miſs Cornwall, the aunt, had 
whiſpered 


E 
whiſpered in Lady Hales's ear, that Jekyll 
was laviſhing his fortune on a celebrated 


actreſs; and as this young man had not 
made any overtures in perſon to Miſs 


Hales, it ſeemed but too obvious that Lady 


Jekyll and Hales had proceeded in a nego- 
tiation of this delicate nature before the in- 


clination of the young people had been 


conſulted. | 


On the evening before I left England 


Sir Simon received the following letter from 
Mr, Cornwall : 


The friendſhip which has for ſuch 
* a length of years ſubſiſted between us 
** ſhould not be diffolved for a triſie — 


The health of my daughter is much im- 


* paired—T will leave to your honour and 
** generoſity the reflections neceſſary to be 
made on this unhappy buſineſs. My 
obligations to your family have been 
great they will be cancelled as ſoon as 
my affairs can he put into form hy 
attorney, | 
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I am frank enough to confeſs, that 1 
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126 J 
bad built on a baſeleſs independance the 
marriage of Amelia with your ſon—it 
was the only plan I could adopt to reco- 
ver thoſe political principles from which 
the loſs of fortune has tempted me to 
ſwerve. | ; 


« *Tis true I have been tempted ] fay 

it in confidence—and I have had re- 
_ courſe to a ſpecies of ſophiſtry to ſtill the 

conſcientious feel in my heart. 


« Some offers have been made me fd 
come over — Deteſtable manceuvre ! — 
thus to practiſe on my diſtreſſes I have 
reaſon to believe the enormous expence 
of my laſt election was ſkilfully deſigned 
to operate the celebrated trick of Cardi- 
nal Richlieu—the nobility and gentry 
in his days were hired to court intereſt 
by their diſſipation and poverty. 


« Sad thing, my old friend, to veer 

about at my time of life—the alternative 

I muſt creep into ſome dirty town on 

the Continent till my bones are buried 

on the ramparts, or eat my beef and 
“ pudding 


TTT 
« pudding in my own country with conti- 
« nual fits of indigeſtion. 

« Ah! had I taken your advice, and 


c fine down of Dorſetſhire - but the die is 
e now caſt—a few days muſt determine 
the limits of human fortitude. - 


] could be otherwiſe tempted to turn my 


« the ſoul is thus incumbered with worldly 
c affairs, it would gladly ſhake off their 
« roſs, and recover its freedom. 


66 Your ſtill remaining friends” 


sin $1MON'S ANSWER, 


te *Tis true you are now obliged to give 
up the cauſe - but the true champion of 
civil liberty does not droop under theſe 
imaginary evils. Your pride of family 


* Tis but a fit of melancholic diſguſt 


« retired to my country manſion on the 


© Roman virtue is now out of faſhion 


© back on corruption. Sad conflict! when 


is more hurt than your virtue ſhaken: 
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1 
three months retirement will turn your 
political principles into their original 
channel — and methinks, old friend, at 
your time of life, there ſhould be ſome 
reſerve for extraneous lucubrations. 


io My word for it, when you have given 


up the battle the heart will recover it; 
natural tone, its natural dwelling place, 
and you will experience more real hap- 
pineſs in one of the ſtinking dirty towns 
of our Gallic neighbour, than in this 
luxurious and ſplendid caput imperii. 


As to obligations ! there again your 


haughty temper rebels againſt our an- 
tient friendſhip. Let your pride be diſ- 
played when your brain is cooled by 
reaſon, and the expulſion of your re- 
ſentment. Your whole life has been 
marked with error, and you are now on 
the eve of becoming callous againſt the 
admonitions of experience. 


« 1 do not trouble my head with my 
ſon's affections had I found his honour 


broken in his advances to your daughter, 


ur 
er, 
ry 


I 129 J 
« every reparation in my power ſhould 
« have been made. 


„The delicacy of this much-admired 
« young lady would not allow her to fall 
« jnto the ſtratagem of her wily aunt, 


« whoſe anxiety for the connection has 
« hurried her into a meaſure which may, 
© in all probability, be the cauſe of much 
© miſery in our families. 


© The juſtice due to our old friendſhip, 
“ and to my own perſonal intereſt, has 
© drawn this frank confeſſion of ſentiment 
from me—feel it, and improve by it—it 
vill be the only way of preſerving 


6 Your cordial friend.” 


The morning after the extraordinary 
| party at our houſe, my father was cloſetted 
| with my mother for a conſiderable time. 


The diſcourſe turned upon my engage- 
ment with Fanny. Sir Simon could find 


no argument to pacify her alarms, but the 


aſſurances of his fixed reſolution not to 
FR OO 


| 


6 3] 


preſs the affair; as alſo not to circumyent 
his ſon in thoſe matters where the affections 


were placed: : in this he firenuouſly con- 
tended, eſpecially as he had permitted her 
to uſe every influence of a parent in the di- 
rection of her daughter's happineſs; but at 
the ſame time he aſſured her, that ſending 


Fanny to France was the only means to re- 


move her at a diſtance, and, in this caſe, of 
* the connection by abſence. 


We have obſerved, that her diſguſt at a 


family connection with the Cornwalls had 


been conſpicuouſly marked; and as the 
letter from Fanny beſpoke her fixed reſolve 
to break with me, ſo her alarms were, 
in a great meaſure, done away, and part!- 
cularly fo as my views were to ſet off on 
the grand tour in a direct route for Italy 
at leaſt ſo ſhe had been made to believe. 


In the midſt of this connubial parley, 
wherein no great degree of friendly fince- 
rity had been diſplayed on either fide, 
Lady Dorothy — was announced. 


[ was ſeated i In the anti-room reading 
6 | curſory 


G 


I 


Cw F 


curſory hint to travellers on the Continent, 


when my truly noble and dignified great 


aunt made her appearance. 


« Good morning to you, Mr. Hales— 


(her uſual appellation ED.WARD)— 1 


am in great grief, Sir, on your account 
but I hauve done with the faamuly—1 
thought to have been the true friend of 
it, and of you in particular, Sir, on 
whom all my hopes were fixed. Nau, 
Sir; it is au over gau and be miſerable 
—grauvel on in the mean and law nau- 


tions which the au- ſufficient and wiſe Sir 


simon has planned for your ſucceſs. 


cc 


cc 
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1 


«c 


cc 
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I think, Sir, at leaſt, you might have 
raiſed your affections to a leſs palpable 
degree of degeneracy—but I have daune 
with you ſha'l loſe nau time to make 
very conſiderable alterations in my will; 
and as to my intereſt, it ſhall remain, 
Sir, be perſuaded, in great co npauſure 
and peace. You can verv well diſpenſe 
with a ſuperior title to that of a Baronet. 


ic ö | : 
Your nautions, believe me, Sir, dau net 


6c 


* demand elevation and rank. 


G6 « I thought 


gentleman It is now the common taupic 


among au our acquaintance— Tou may 
depend upon it, the buſy tongue of that 


2 pendence. 
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* I thought my fortune, on my death, 
with that of the Haleſes, might be a 
ſuitable appendage for the rank which I 
have been moving au the intereſt in my 
power to accompliſh — an earldom of 
Great Britain, Sir, for your father—But 
I have daune with you —I ſhall turn an 


my affections into the faamily of my huſ. 
band. 


I ſhall point au to the north, young 


66 
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cenſaurious ſiſter of the beggarly member 
will hauld au up to the ridicule of the 
tauwn. Nau, Sir; I ſhall not ſtay here to 
confront it, you may aſſure yourſel—to 
be drawn into the circle of ridicule, will 
not ſuit with my preſent rank and inde- 


466 The daughter of a farmer! 


ot 


« ] am come to pay my morning viſit 
to your father; and if he is in the hooſe, 
6 deſire 


[ 133 ] 


ec defire my reſpects to mas „ and tell him 1 
« am preſſed for time.“ 


Sir Simon _ Lady Hales were now en- 
tering the room. 


Lady Dorothy aroſe with the moſt pro- 
found gravity—her ſalutation as cold as the 
regions of her northern clan. 


Lavy DorRoTHY. „Sir Simon, if I 
« did not knaw you to be one of the 
16 ſtrangeſt men in the univerſe, I ſhould 
have thought your unaccoontable con- 
duct approached to infanity. 


1 coontenance a low-born farmer's 
e daughter, to aſpire to your only fon and 
heir! You could not have invented a 
© ſcheme ſo truly abſurd to make us au the 
* rifible topic of our acquaintance. For 
God's ſake, nephew—think what you are 
* aboot, man — I will not give my name 
* any longer to the faamily. 


* 


It was yeſterday mentioned at the 
- irawing-room — Lady Dinwiddie, my . 
„ old 


(234 ] 
auld friend, frowned monſtrouſly, and 
ſidled away — it will be ſpread au over 
Scotland, and ruin my intereſt with my 
countryfolks - Oot upon it, Sir Simon — 
I have done with the faamily —I ſhall not 

& anſwer to the name any longer, and you 
may depend upon it, this is the laſt viſt 
5 I ſhall pay my niece, unleſs I inſtantly 
cc hear this ſhameful and filthy buſineſs is 
given up.” 
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* 
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SIR SIMON. © Tis premature, Madam 
& —you are, perhaps, miſinformed.” 


Lapy Dororny. © I fay nau ſuch 
ec thing — my niece there ſays you have 
5 given your ſanction to it — I have done 
© with you, Sir Simon your family is too 
low for naubility — I have given up au 
c my time and politics for the making of 
& you— deſpicable return! — Count at- 
ce tendance, and au my connections, ſacri- 
ce ficed — An earldom, truly — Nau, nau, 
ce Sir Simon; your ſentiments do not reach 
above vulgari:y, believe me.“ 


La) 
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La) 


SIR SIMON. „For God's ſake, Lady 
| n =, C6 Doro 


. 
« Dorothy, give up this old ſtory about 
« naubility—drop this ſtrum of Scotch va- 
« nity—my inclinations” 


 Lavpy Dokorhv. Inclinatious Nau, 
« ] dare ſay they are too law for naubility 
« —but I aſſure you, Sir Simon, I have 
« done with you and your fon, Edward— 
« as for Sophy, I may, perhaps — if ſhe 
« preſerves her mother's decorum and faa- 
emily reſpe&t,” — 


SIR SIMON, © My fortune, Lady Do- 
* rothy, will not expoſe me to your com- 


* paſſion. You ſhould firſt be certain of 


my inclinations before you pretend to 
| © make me feel the denunciations of your 
anger.“ 


LADY Dog orHY. „ Your ſentiments 
* are ſtaumped with vulgarity, Sir Simon.“ 


Sis StMON. © This freedom, Lady 
4 Dorothy” —— 


Lapy DoroTyy. „Oh, niece, niece | 
* you are noo ruined indeed—'tis the Jaſt 
« viſit 


Cage J 
ge viſit — Frecdom ! — Give me leave, Sir 
“ Simon, to tell you, that you have taken 
ce a great freedom with my faamily. The 

&© Murrays are not to be thus degraded.” 


Sis Simon. I wiſh, Madam, you 
e would tell me of the favours I have rc- 
c ceived; 1 may then, perhaps, ſuffer 
«© myſelf to be controled by your threats.” 


Lavy DoroTny. © Favours! — the 
& high haunour of a matrimonial alliance 
c with us. A great favour, Sir Simon, 
«& give me leave to tell you; nor ſhould 
© my niece have given you her hand, if 

c ſhe had not looked up to a better title 
„than that of a vulgar Kentiſh Baronet- 
ce jt has been your ſtrange and unaccount- 

“ able law and mean notions of indepen- 

« dance which has kept her from an equal 
« rank to mylel.” - 


SIR SIMON. “ Shaw! No more of this 
te fulſome parade of Scotch vanity, Is not 
0 a private gentleman” 


Laby DoroTiy. “ Nau“ 


Ei 


SIR SIMON. © Of as much” 


Lavy DokoTHY. Nau, nau ſuch 
« thing. Your ſtrange nautions over 
„again.“ 


Sis Six .“ My happineſs in private 
66. life 


LADY Doxor HT. Deſpicable 
„ | 

S SIMON. Take care, Madam“ 
Lapy DoroTHy. © My niece is 
* ruined—T ſhall not have another oppor- 
cc { tunity, Sir 3 to intrude.” 


S1s SIMON. © Your - family rank, Lady 
* Dorothy, is miſapplied and confounded 


in your extravagant notions of ſuperior 
« put.” 
Lapy DoroTtay. © Inſult !—My ſpirit 
will not brook it — You have brought 
diſgrace and beggary on your faamily, 
Sir Simon, by the public education you 
« have 


BE 
© have beſtawed on your gozling. There 
&« 1s nothing learnt at our public ſchoo!s 
5 but ſavage notions of good breeding, |] 
* ſhall not ſlay any longer to have ny 

rank vilified — My condeſcentions have 
been already too much laviſhed upon 
OM.” . 


N 


6 


N 


| The bell here rang for her carriage, and 
She left. the houſe with the moſt infiexitli 
irraſcibiliiy.] 
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This paper wwas collected from the Doctor's 
note book, and which I thought not inept 
to be introduced in this place. 


POCTOR PHILPOT'S APOLOGY FOR LEAV= 
ING HIS PARISH, 


yy HEN I was preſented to the rec- 


tory of E, I took poſſeſſion of it with 
a firm intention of reſiding among my pa- 
riſhoners, and proving myſelf, by an ex- 
emplary conduct and an active philanthro- 
Py, their real friend and zealous miniſter. 


I had confidered a country life, perhaps, 
in a paſtoral ſenſe as too inoffenfive and pri- 
mitive in its manners. Rapt with the de- 
lightful contemplation of living in a ſociety 
of harmleſs neighbours, I had painted my 
reſidence in the parſonage as a peaceful re- 
treat for literature and calm reſignation to 
the 


E 
the meek duties which my profeſſion ex- 
acted. Here I concluded all the difordetly 
paſſions, which are perpetually warring 
among the higher orders of ſociety, would 
be ſuppreſſed by induſtry and frugal tem. 
perance. The plough would correct the 
| boiſterous paſſions of the heart; and the 
day-labourer, on his hard fare, with ſpade 
and mattock, working off the groſs impu. 
rities which ſurcharge the human ſoul, 
nurſed in the lap of ſloth, indolence, and 
pampered luxury. 'The ſpinning wheel at 
the door of the cottage, and the innocent 
maiden ſinging her blythe carrol to the lin- 
net's note, in chorus with the tribe of m- 
ture's inoffenſive children, would fill my 
heart with a delightful contemplation of 
native purity. OE 


Old age preſſing beneath the burden of 
years—unlettered comfort! No puzzling 
ſophiſtry of ſchools to haunt its brain with 
fyllogiſms. No caſuiſtical ſpeculations on 
happineſs. . No parallels of ſectaricsof 
Plato, Epicurus, or Socrates. No ſubtle 
reflections on the nature of ſoul—its mate- 
rial exiſtence, its more ſublime reſidence. 

| Religious 
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Religious controverſies of modern times far 
from its quiet ſlumbers. His mind tutored 


in the doctrine of his forefathers, ſettled to 


an habitual rule of faith; and where his 
doubts might chance to flow to perplex his 
penſive moments, his deluſions could be 
ſoon ſet right by the confidence he was 
taught to place in the long-accuſtomed 
mbric of his mother church. 


Thus certain of my church being filled 
by the aged, I had no doubt but the 
younger claſs would flock to it by their 
example. 


Frugality, temperance, and calm con- 
| tentment, I thus conceived, would have 
| crowned my pariſh with the palm of every 
| ſublunary virtue. 


| Tis true, to the age of thirty, I had led 
the life of the fellow of a college — the 
world, in theory, I had contemplated —of 
a complection fond of books, I had taken 
moſt of my rules from them; and as this 
mind of a college life was to be exchanged 


for the road of church preferment, I had 
reſolved. 
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EE 
reſolved on fulfilling with an unwearied and 
regular conſiſtency the life of a pariſh 
prieſt, and which my conſcience had ſug. 
geſted as the faireſt claim to ſtate pa. 
tronage. 


When I made the grand tour with Sr 
Simon Hales, brother ſtudent, and of the 
ſame age and ftanding, our remarks were 
thoſe of young people, with minds heated 
with novelty—a tour of friendſhip, not of 
ſpeculation, or the ſtudy of man. 


We carricd with us no album to mark 
down our ſentiments of men, manners, and 
the countries we travelled through — the 
objects were too novel, and our minds too 
juvenile for ſage reflection. Thus I carried 
with me, on my return to England, no 
great ſtore of human penctration to ſerve 
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qd me in my retirement. Wc 
1 5 T7 
! Alas! why were my eyes opened — the WF |: 
deluſion was 1ntoxicating. m 

= N cr 

After a reſidence of one year in my rec. int 


tory, my retirement was invaded by a dil- 
| | pulc 
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pute on the old ſubjett of rythes—to con- 
teſt a point \ my ſober pariſhioners 
would involve me in tedious lawſuits it 
would diſturb my peace with my harmleſs 
neighbours — I gave up the conteſt, and I 
was then acknowledged to be a man of a 
harmleſs, eaſy, and inoffenſive temper. 


But far from mitigating the cauſe of 


complaint, and of eſtabliſhing a general ſa- 
tisfaction among the farmers, this preſi- 


dence of my ſubmiſſion was followed by 


repeated murmurs, which at laſt broke out 
to the ſame ſpecies of cavil, and I was again 
involved in diſpute. 


The collection of tythes was now conſi- 
dered by the pariſh as an intolerable bur- 
den; and though I attempted to perſuade 
them that their lands were tenable, and de- 
creaſed in purchaſe on the contribution of 
| this portion of the clergy's maintenance, I 
hadi (till the mortification to find my argu- 
ment treated with contempt, and the ſa- 
| cred character which I maintained turned 
into arrogance and pride — to an extor- 

tioner 
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tioner and greedy devourer of their landed 
produce. | 


I was now obliged to refer the point to 
arbitration ; but the arbiters were to be 
| Choſen by the farmers — Here again I was 

foiled ; and at laſt, after having been ex. 
poſed to inſult, and kept out of my annual 
payments, I was obliged, with the moſt 
painful reluctance, to ſubmit my caſe to 
the deciſion of the law, 


I gained my cauſe—but the conſequence 
My church was thinned of its flock— 
and I was now conſidered as a litigious, 
fly, and rapacious divine—and a long cata- 
logue of crimes poſted up againſt me. 


If a friend ſpent a cheerful evening in 
my company, I was fond of the bottle; 
and if I had a ſervant maid in the houl: 
with a clean cap and comely countenance, 
1 was charged with breaking the command 
ment of St. Paul. . 


Marriage, doubtleſs, had its manifold at 
tractions; and I had thoughts of ſupprets 
ing 


% 
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ing the raſh cenſure of evil tongues in my 
pariſn But the proper choice of a compa- 
nion was the next point. 


Unuſed to the habits of gallantry, I had 
forgotten, in the gloom of my ſtudy, thoſe 
acceptable graces to make my courtſhip 
ſucceſsful. 


I was alſo naturally reſerved; and as I 
had never made the polite attentions to the 
ſex any part of my creed, I always felt the 


great ſuperiority of beauty and female 


grace; ſo that, in ſhort, I always adored 
the ſex in ſilence, and had no command of 
gallant expreſſion to give a colourable pre- 
text for my advances: had the ladies made 


the firſt overtures, perhaps my fingle ſtate 
would have been altered; yet as this was 


not concomitant with their delicacy, IJ even 


reſolved to wait a more favourable revolu- 


tion in theſe Kind of worldly matters. 


Thus loaded with unmerited reproach, I 
began to ſcan the failings of thoſe by whom 
had been ſo repeatedly accuſed. A kind 
of ſelf juſtification had impelled me — it 
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was built upon the precept of our rex 


cthical teacher. 


. vices now te themſelves; 


and thoſe foibles, or natural frailties, which 
1 bad, in mild humanity and charitable for- 


bearance, aſcribed to undocumented inno- 
Cence, Were now tinctured with low hypo⸗ 


criſy and collected deſign. 


The village maid, in ruſſet dreſs neat 
clad, could play the coquet with her twain 
as well as the town beauty of elegant pee. 
tenſion ſhe had the ſame art of captivating 
her twain, but unhappily with leſs prudence 
and decorum. 


The ſwain, after a few months, was ſoon 
drummed out of the pariſh by a recruiting 
party, and the daniſel, a ſhort time atter- 
wards, forced into an houſe of indiltry, 
where the offspring of ruſtic amours v#: 
provided for. 


The alchouſe, Ben . che Aur 
champions to overcome the rector in lis 
tythes, ſoon convinced me, that my bi 


4 8 PONen: 


1 
ponents were noiſy drunkards and bad œco- 
nomiſts ; and their general complaint of bad 
harveſts, heavy taxes, and church extor- 
tions, were always enumerated over their 
pots of ale ; but no rec koning kept of their 
idleneſs and extravagance. 


From the repeated libaizons at the ale- 


houſe aroſe all my png diflontions. 


In proportion as the ale was drawn, ſo 
increaſed their hatred againſt their rector, 


who was ſure to be made the burden of 
their riotous conviviality. 


This alſo engendered politicians, oratorg, 
projetors, and payers off of the national 
debt, who were as noiſy in my pariſh as in 
tne boſom of the capital. The papers were 
conſtantly read, and the exciſeman, the uſual 


oracle on theſe occaſions, did not fail, as a 


true fliend to government, to turn the 
minds of theſe conſtituents to his own 


party. But if, unhappily for his cauſ., 


there happened to dwell in the neighbou - 
hood a family of the oppoſite fide, DN 
the farmer ſupplied with the produce of l 

$23 3 | land, 


L 
land, his vote was certain to be ſecured 
againſl him. 


In ſhort, I was now, with reluctance, 
obliged to confeſs, that human corruption 
might be found in a village as well as in 


the capital. 


To paint the little and degenerate vices 
of the peaſantry would degrade the pen of 
any writer. 


To my grief I found they could be only 
awed into ſobriety and virtue by fear— 
and to paliate with their exceſſes, was only 
to draw on me the character of a fimple and 


hypocritic paſtor. 
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All this may, perhaps, not accord with 
the delightful viſions of thoſe ſcriblers of 
romance, who portray the manners of the 
lower orders of the people in the amiable 

features of unſpotted innocence ; but I have 
endeavoured to ſpeak the truth, and to ſhcv 

that a country rector will not find a ſecurity 

againſt calumny and reproach by the molt 

peaceful and exemplary conduct. 

| 6 | Thus 
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Thus perplexed and irritated, I was re- 
joiced £0 ſeek the hoſpitable roof of Sir 
Simon as an interregnum of parochial care, 
and equally rejoiced to accompany his ſon 
on his travels, to recover a freſh ſpring of 
ation againſt the vexatious trials of a 
country clergyman's life, 5 


=4y THE 


Tux TONE. 


BrroRE cur departure I found ihe 
report of young Jekyll's expence and gal- 
lantry was not exaggerated ; and in this 
the officious tattle of Miſs Elizabeth Corn- 
wall did not ſerve a little to avert my mo- 
ther's wiſhes from the alliance. 
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Nor as Sophy had expreſſed the leaſt 
approbation of this overture, my mind 
was compoſed on the ſubject. 


= A 
—— — 


The lady, on whom he was laviſhing a 
profuſion of expence, had figured in the 
meridian of diſtinguiſhed faſhion. While 
in their zenith, her charms had led captive 
Dukes, Peers, and Commoners, in whole 
equipages ſhe had variouſly wheeled. Some 
of our great heads of law had bartered 


theic wiſdom for her favours, and one of 
| our 
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our noble Admirals had tarniſhed his naval 
uniform by his effeminate attachment to 
ner perſon. It was ſurmiſed that his paſſion 
for this lady had ſuperſeded the glory of 
achieving freſh laurels in the ſervices of 
his country ; for the veteran anchor of na- 
ral honour had been moored in the haven 
of luxury, and on the coaſt of Cyprus du- 

ring the greateſt part of the war. 


Her capricious extravagance had been 
too fatally ſignaliſed ar the expence of h 
aimirers. Their fortunes were not princely 
enough to withſtand the ſhocks of her con- 
tinual demands; and though her beauty 
might for a while convince them that the 
arms of a fine woman were to be coveted 
in preference to the treaſures of an empire, 
a little time effaced the novelty, and ſhe 
had the mortif. ation to find that her gal- 
| lants had retired before the wreck of their 
fortunes had been compleated. 
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The marks of levity and diſſipation had 
now made their appearance on her features, 
and ſhe was obliged to ſpread her lures for 


the young amateur, who might be caught 
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in the vanity of poſſeſſing a lady of her 
celebrity and faſhion, Young Jekyll 
ſeemed the youth to be the eaſieſt caught; 
and as ſhe was ſoon perſuaded his fortune 
and inexperience would be equal to her 
plans of extravagance and temporary at- 
tachment, ſo ſhe had laid cloſe ſiege to the 
youth, and ſoon made him ſurrender to lier 
Empire. 


On this lady, Jekyll was ſquandering lis 
fortune; nor was his vanity a little de- 
lighted with the thoughts of being pointed 

out as a youth of ſo much gallantry and 

unrivalled eclat. | 


From the day on which the Cornwall 
party had dined with our family, not a {yl- 
lable had tranſpired concerning their reſo- 
lutions. | WE | 


1 had impoſed on my heart a ſevere and 
ſcarce endurable law to depart the king- 
dom, without enquiring into the melan- 
cholly ſituation of the lovely Amelia; and 
it was with pain indiſcribable I was foreed 


to hear the Doctor” 8 * and philo- 
_ fophy: 


E 


ſophy. My once- loved friend and inſepa- 
fable companion, her brother, had not Been 


near me ſince he left our houſe with an ap- 


parent reſentment. 


Thus, with a mind perplexed, and teem- 

ing with ſorrow and anxiety, I left Eng- 
land. The object a change of ſcene, to 
operate a change of ſentiment, to ſtore my 


mind with freſh images, to unveil the myſ- 


tery of my conduct with the daughter of 
Underwood, and to find whether my heart 
had the ſame fervour of prepoſſeſſion in 
her favour. 


We had arrived at Chantilly. The poſt 
horſes were every one demanded by the 
Prince de C , to accommodate a party of 
nobles and gentry who had been amuſing 
tnemſelves at a fete in his palace, and who 
were about to leave it to their reſpective 


homes. We were in conſequence detained. 


ſey eral hours, 
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A ſet of horſes had arrived, and we were 
preparing to leave the place, when we ob- 
ſerved a carriage and four to enter the town 
with unuſual celerity, in which were ſeated 
two ladies and, apparently, an attendant, 


One of whom was ſomewhat advanced in 
years, and the other, apparently by her 
hape, very young: having gauze travel- 
ling veils over their faces, we could only 
difcern a faint reſemblance of their fea- 
' tures ; the youngeſt ſeemed handſome, and 
her perſon uncommonly graceful when ſhe 
got out of the carriage. 


They preſſed much for poſt horſes ; and 
as the poſtmaſter ſeemed to eſpouſe their 
cauſe, we were prevailed on by his entrea- | 
ties to yield our right of horſes to them ; 
and to this we freely gave our conſent, for 
the ſake of ſtroling to the palace, and view- 
ing the environs of the town. 


In the courſe of a few hours after their 
departure we had been informed, when ve 
returned from our walk, that a gentleman 


had entered the town with the ſame com- 
pliment 


L 15s J 
pliment of horſes with equal expedition; 


and, from his eager enquiries after the la- 
dies, to whom we had yielded our right of 


horſes, we had reaſon to ſuppoſe muſt have 


been in purſuit of them. Our curioſity, 
therefore, was not a little excited. 


Our abſence from the poſthouſe had been 


1 conſiderable time; freſh horſes had ar- 


rived; and as the poſtmaſter conjectured, 
from our readineſs to oblige the ladies, who 
had ſolicited his preference, that we had no 
great concern to be forwarded with much 
haſte, ſo he had ſuffered the. gentleman to 
make uſe of the ſupply. 5 


On our enquiries, and from the natural 
penetration of a French poſtmaſter, we 
found the travellers to be in purſuit of each 
other, and our curioſity was not a little ex- 
cited. | 


Having left Chantilly on our route to 
Paris, che: ſituation of the travelling par- 
ties at this place did not a little engage our 
{peculations, and we felt ourſelvcs conſi- 
derably intereſted 1 in their fate. 

H 6 = 


1 
On our arrival at Paris we immediately 
repaired to the houſe of Mrs. Gordon—but 


judge of our wonder and aſtoniſhment—the 
ladies had left Paris the day preceding. 


Our enquiries were directed to an old 
woman, who was left in the houſe. The 
information we received was, that they had 
returned from the opera a few evenings 
before their departure in the greateſt poſſi- 
ble conſternation. That in the courſe of 
the day following a gentleman had made 
his appearance at the houſe, and was re- 
cieved by Mrs. Gordon; ſeemed much to 


importune the ladies, and that Mrs, Gor- 
don, who had ſome time before medi- 


tated a viſit to England, reſolved on Jeay- 
ing Paris earlier than ſhe intended, to get 
out of the way of his troubleſome viſits. 


What were our ſentiments on this report 


may be readily collected from the travellers 
whom we ſaw at Chantilly. Could we 
have entertained any other conjecture but 


they were Fanny and Mrs. Gordon? And 


when, of pecially having been told that the 
intruſive 


LF} 
intruſive gentleman had made his appear- 
ance on the morning of their departure, we 
formed concluſions that he very readily 


would gain intelligence from the poſt- 
houſe; and as the police of Paris was ſo 


very rigid and exact, there could be no 


difficulty in finding out the route which 
they had taken, and that the gentleman 
whom we had ſo obligingly accommodated 


with our turn of poſt horſes, could have 


been no other. 


To divine the cauſe of their alarms, and 
to diſcover the perſon, our time would not 
admit of. The old woman ſaid he was 
young and comely, and that ſhe believed 
his impetuous purſuit was directed towards 
Fanny Underwood, 


hs Fitz Morris to have been on the 


Continent —his time, as well as that of the 


Viſcount, his father, was divided equally 
between London and Paris; and with theſe 


reflections I had ſuffered the impreſſion to 
have its full effect, concluding ſhe had 


been accidentally diſcovered by the raſh 


gallant admirer, and chat, i in all probability, 
the 
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18 
the moſt dreadful effects might reſult from 
the event. bs 
My mind thus receiving a ſtimulus to 
action, the melancholy which had taken 
poſſeſſion of me ſeemed to yield to the in- 
tereſt which I had in the fate of Fanny. 


There 1s a prompt ſpirit of generoſity in 
youth which ruſhes on to glory in every 
ſhape which can preſent itſelf. She was in 
danger — my heart was recovering all its 
former energy — There was a zeſt of the 
tender paſhon afreſh alighted up in it — 
ſaw an elegant form deſcend from the car- 
riage— my curioſity to ſee the change in 
this carly darling of my choice. 


And as the devious mind of youth had 
oftentimes accuſed me in the ſober mo- 
ments of reflection, at this moment I felt 
the pure flame rekindled, and the moſt im- 
pulſive reſolution ruth on my ſoul to ex- 
piate the guilty meandring. | 


« This inſtant, dear Doctor, let us purſue 
J your 


E 
ec your ſiſter and the devoted Fanny Ac- 
« curſed wretch ! — abandoned libertine !” 


I was thus loading Fitz Morris with the 
moſt execrating epithets, 


Reproved by Philpot, he ſaid it was 
only conjecture on which I had founded 
ſuſpicions — and he ſtrongly urged the ne- 
ceſſity of finding out his father to diſcover 
the real truth, which, he ſaid, might be 
done by ſending to our ambaſſador's. 


And what neceflity?” I replied. © Age 
* has always ſome cold leſſon of prudence 
* to inſtill before it enters on action, and 
the blow is rendered indeciſive becauſe 
it wants expedition.” 


% 


| _ © loft. She is purſued by a wretch who 
| © ſeeks her perdition ; and whether Fitz 


Morris, or any other, what boots it to 


„the gallant mind which is deſirous of 
* reſcuing a virtuous woman from diſtreſs ? 
* We have no time to loſe, ſo let us make 
good our purſuit.” 


I urged 
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No, Doctor; there is no time to be 
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J urged the Doctor to ſend back to the 
poſthouſe for horſes. He aſſented; but 
being not a little deranged by the fatigue of 
our journey, he would willingly have pro- 
craſtinated my reſolution. I urged him to 
remain at Paris. This propoſition was fe. 
fuſed, and, diſcovering every mark of 
anxiety for my ſituation, he infiſted on 
bearing me company. 


During our conſultation at the houſe of 


Mrs. Gordon, a carriage of diftin&ion 
drove up to the door. A young gentle- 
man of the moſt poliſhed figure was ſeated 
in it, who, hearing from the ſervant that 
Mrs. Gordon and her niece had the day 
before left Paris, (for it was by this appel- 
lation that Fanny was received in the cir- 


cles of her acquaintance) his countenance 


diſcovered every emotion of diſtreſs. 


Seeing us coming out of the houſe, he 
ordered his ſervant to open the carriage 
door ; and, jumping out with the greateſt 
confidence, he approached us with little or 
no ceremony. 
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« Aparament vous eres les compatriotes ae 
« Madame & Mademoiſelle ;”” defirous of 
knowing whether we were Engliſh, which, 
mur our appearance ſufficiently indi- 
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To this queſtion I replied in the affirma- 


tive; and, in tolerable French for an Eng- 


liſhman, who had never been out of his 
own country before, I as confidently and 


as peremptorily enquired of him the buſi- 


nels he had with the ladies. 


A ſpark of jealouſy had that inſtant 
lighted up my ſoul, 


© Coquette !?? I inſtantly ejaculated. 


« Ah l hence your letter of denial, 
Madam — hence all your haſte to know 
if my heart had retained its antient incli- 
* nations — hence your inquiſitive diſco- 
very of my viſits in the Cornwall fa- 
« mily.” 


The ſplendid Pariſian fired on my inter- 


rogatory. 
The 
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11 
The houſe of Mrs. Gordon, he warmly 
ſaid, was no inquiſition ; nor till he was 
obliged to appear before the tribunal of, his 
country ſhould he condeſcend to anſwer the 
inſolence of an Engliſh ſtranger, 


This language he accompanied with a 
glance at his equipage to impoſe on me 
the ſuperiority of his rank, perhaps. 


Conflicting ſentiments of love and in- 
dignation were now alternately riſing — 
Thus beſieged with this tempeſt in my 


| boſom, I little regarded the effrontery of a 


22 petit maitre. 


I replied, that being intereſted in the 


fate of the ladies, I ſhould not regard the 
propriety of thoſe queſtions which could 
lead to their diſcovery, and that the words 
of inſolent Engliſh ſtranger could only be 
applied where they was merited ; and there. 
fore, treating his anger with ſcorn, I defired 
he would not put himſelf to any farthe! 
trouble 1n altercating the affair. 


In ſhort, my ſpirits were vibrating on 
another 


* 


O 


8 


6 


ploy in a different cauſe. 


Phillip, my ſervant, was diſpatched for 
our travelling carriage and a ſet of poſt 
' horſes. We were to wait at the houſe their 


arrival. 


This rival, (for my vivacious temper had 


ſo painted him, ) with the firmneſs of Hau- 


eur, and a tone of French nobility, inſiſted 
on knowing my buſineſs in Paris, and 


threatened to have me conducted before the 


police to give an aecount of the departure 
of the ladies. | 


Elle eft donc purtie Ciel l W ae 
tranſports now eſcaped him — he raved 
round the room. | 


Doctor Philpot finding the diſpute likely 


to terminate in a fatal manner to one or 
other of us, inſiſted on being heard, and, 

approaching me, earneſtly entreated me not 
to reply. 


I was 


anther object ; and to diſpute was only 
lofing that time which J wiſhed now to em- 
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. 
I was not armed —my opponent was 


but my fpirit was prepared to hazard my 
breaſt to his naked weapon, 


% Sir,” Doctor Philpot addreſſing him, 
« we are this inſtant arrived in Paris from 
„ England. The lady of the houſe, Mr. 
“ Gordon, is my ſiſter. We are intereſted 
&« in the fate of the ladies, and are now 
“ on the point of purſuing them. The 
ee cauſe of your intereſt in their favour be- 
% comes you now to explain — ſuffer me, 
te therefore, to enquire your name, and the 
&« reaſon why you have thus behaved to 
« this Engliſh gentleman whom I accom- 
pany with unpardonable ſeverity.” 
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J am the Count de Montauban, 1 
% adore Mademoiſelle Gordon. I am of 
the firſt families in the kingdom 


« Elle eff ma maitreſſe,” 


At theſe words I flew on his throat —4 
ſcuffle enſued—I ſnatched his ſword from 
the ſcabbard, and held it over him. 


T he 


L 
The noiſe brought in his attendants — 
Philpot, armed with a tolerable ſtrong 
cane, threatened to lay about him with all 
the power he was able, ſhould the leaſt of- 
fers of violence be made. 


The ſervants retired. 


Montauban diſcovered in his counte- 
nance the impreſſions of the moſt tremen- 
dous . —he was prepared to ruſh on my 


ſword. f 


6 Stop, Sir,“ I replied. 2 am no al- 


« ſaſfin—give me your word, and we may 
* then receive a reciprocal ſatisfaction. 


I am prepared to meet you with any 


* arms you propoſe.“ 


Who are you, Sir?” he ejaculated with 
the moſt indignant climax. 


At this inſtant my carriage drove up to 


the door] told him my name — He knew 


I was a gentleman. 


The 
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The tear was in Philpot's eye. A bon 
in France muſt not be forgiven. 


Montauban dropped cool he was fatis- 


fied with my Nn —] gave him his 
ſword. 


* 
AS 


He PT me if I was acquainted with 
Fitz-Morris. I anſwered in the affirmative, 


*T'was him, he ſaid, who was the cauſe 
of the ladies departure. 


His execrations now followed upon him, 
and, he ſaid, if he ſurvived my ſword, he 
would give him defiance. 


Ta belle Gordon,” he again ejaculated, 
charmante fille uus etes donc arracit 
« perdue d jamais.“ 


Similar effuſions from time to time 
eſcaped him; and as often as the impal- 
ſioned tranſport vibrated on my heart 
ſtrings, could have ſprung upon him 
with the Nemean lion's ſtrength, and have 
torn 


”" FJ 
torn from his breaſt the cauſe of his impe- 
' tuous anguiſh, 


But that Fanny Underwood ſhould have 
imparted a hope to the Count, excited 
freſh indignation againſt her. The ſenti- 
mer:t fired the latent paſſion in my heart 
The paſſive—the child of immaculate ſen- 
ument ! — The ſex are natural coquettes— 
Ambition too — the Count's figure — Ah! 
it was too obvious her heart had experi- 
enced a change — and Mrs. Gordon, per- 
haps, had encouraged her notions. 


The Count ſaid , Firz-Morris had abruptly 
lett the opera the night ſhe was there—ſhe 
had been pointed out by him. 


His viſits, he knew, had been received 
perhaps he might have been too ſucceſsful. 


Again new paſſions were tormenting my 
breaſt — accurſed moments! — Exiſtence I 
no longer cheriſhed — Death could never 
have approached with a welcome more 
truly ſincere. | | 
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In my own country I had torn myſelf 
from the arms of ineffable female feet. 
neſs — Miſs Cornwall was admired—'tya 
the natural conſequence of abſence from 
the object of early election — againſt the 
belle paſſion 1 had combated with heroic 


fortitude -I had triumphed — Was it to 


encourage the prepoſſeſſion for my Fanny? 
—To wait the returning impulſe—to ſuffer 
the generous ſentiments of my ſoul to ex- 
pand — ſoaring beyond the dull intercitzd 
prejudices of life—to cheriſh every tran- 
ſcendant impulſe which love engendered, 
and to foſter that happineſs which is allied 
to the firſt principles of exiſtence ? 


In a moment this aſpiring ſentiment of 
love is daſhed to the ground, a mental di. 
order takes poſſeſſion of mel am expoſed 
to the ſtorm in all its majeſty of terror 
*twas a noble raſhneſs and exiſtence ſeemed 
to move with the moſt oppreſſive burden. 


As the Count grew more calm, the Doc- 
tor approached, and a converſation com- 


menced, mitigating ſome of the paſt ſeve- 


_ Tity exchanged between us. 


He 


1 
He was ſorry for the haſty offence he 
had been ſurpriſed into, and he confeſſed, 


chat my reſentment was noble and becom- 


ing a gentleman. 


He was now defirous we ſhould ex- 
change forgiveneſs, and earneſtly requeſted 
Montauban to be reconciled. That could 
not be a blow was not to be forgiven. 


Fe gave me his addreſs my honour in- 


ſiſted on giving him a meeting — and he 
left us. 


I gave orders for the carriage to return 
o the hotel; and the morning following, 
dt an early hour, we were to meet in ſome 
= grounds near I Ecole militaire. 
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REMARKABLE COINCIDENCE OF HUMAN 
| EVENTS, 


Artes our return to the hotel, ve 
had learnt that Montauban was of the fir 
families in the kingdom; and our hoſt 
having his houſe frequented by perſons ot 
rank, we ſoon acquired the fulleſt informa- 
tion on the ſubject, 


A report had prevailed for ſome time 
that the young Count had an intrigue with 


a young Engliſh lady of great beauty, much c 

to the diſapprobation of his family; bit | fl 

his viſits having been repeated very often, en 

and the young lady treated with all imag- oy 
nable reſpect in the firſt public aſſemblies . 

at 


it was conſidered that his views were ho- 
nourable, and the marriage day at no grei 
diſtance. 


On 


k 

On this information the Doctor's con- 
ceptions on the conduct of his ſiſter, and 
the diſcretion of Fanny, were taking a dif- 
ferent channel, and we both ſoon enter- 
tained the moſt unfavourable ſuſpicions of 
their integrity on the avowal of their mo- 
tives concerning my betrothed promiſe. 


The evening was now thickening upon us. 


To ſee the ſon of his old-cheriſhed friend 
thus expoſed to the ſanguinary reſentment | 
of a foreigner almoſt bowed him to the 
carth. Naturally generous and brave, he 
was inſpired with the ſame ſentiments 
which had operated on my reſolutions. 


He would not fee me degraded in the 
eſtimation of a gallant mind, nor would he 
ſuffer me to be precipitated into any raſh 
enterpriſe, Yet what account could he 
give his friend of the fate of an only ſon ? 
Should he fall in the conflict terrible ſen- 
lations to a humane and generous mind ! 


My difappointment in not purſuing 
Fanny was increaſed in proportion as the 
I 2 chance 


Cos J 
chance diminiſhed of arriving at the true 
hiſtory of her connection with the Count de 


Montauban. 


A rival—tis true I was to confider him 
as ſuch—but what conduct on her ſide — 
had I not every reaſon to conſider this con- 
nection with the Count as a long-precon- 
certed plot? — Fanny Underwood the mi- 
treſs of a high-flown Paris Count of the 
firſt blood! — followed in all public places 
_ —the converſation of the town—adnutted 
on the honourable pretenfions of matri- 
mony. Strange reverſe, and a ſingular re- 
tort on my wavering inclination—yet, con- 
ſidered as ſubmiſſive to my reſolution, I 
felt my pride alarmed —it was a competi- 
tion which cauſed a momentary reſentment, 
but which added dignity to paſſion —a 
value—a greater price fixed on female per- 


fection. 


The he Doctor now palliated — aſſured me 
we were too impetuous in our conceptions 
his thoughts were tinctured with com- 
punction. We had judged with too much 


precipitation, and it became us, he ſaid, 
t0 


E 


to wait with patience che end of Fitz- 


Morris's purſuit. 


Every hope which a ſound mind and 

inflexible virtue could produce in us ſhould 

be encouraged, and it therefore became us 
to dub to providential interference. 


But the thoughts of my duel with 1 
tauban diſperſed our philoſophy and our 


* nutigating — : 4 


The Doctor's eyes were fixed on the 
ground; he ſeemed enveloped in per- 
plexity, and a mournful ſilence. Our ſouls 
were powerfully affected on this occaſion 
yet our reſolutions were fixed. 


_ *Tis true the affair might have been 
treated as raſh, juvenile, and unwarrant- 

able - many reflections might palliate—re- 
ligion could not juſtify it yet ſome events 
were arbitrary, and ſuperſeded all our 


maxims of caution. As for myſelf, my 


foul was too heavily engaged in a conflict 
of paſſion to regard any reaſon which the 
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„ 
noble ſpirit of the Doctor had to offer in 


the critical fituation of our affairs. 


A youth entering life would naturally 


draw upon him the notice of bis equals, 
and his actions ſcrutiniſed in the circles of 


his acquaintance would ſoon receive the 
colour of evil report —unleſs in the trying 
ſcenes of his conduct his virtue, firmneſs, 


and magnanimity, were proof againſt the 


wanton attacks of malevolence — one eff 
cient ſtruggle, and the character would be 


marked —the conduct of youth muſt not 


be equivocal — What are all the pleaſing 
appendages of life without reſpect? The 


contempt of ſociety — my ſpirit role indig-. 


nant, 


Similar thoughts influenced the mind of 


'the Doctor but this eſſay of courage and 
conſtancy he adjudged a terrible infliction; 
it bowed down his ſpirit. 


&« Mr. Hales,” exclaimed he, raiſing his 


head from a ſtupor, I will accompany 
« you. This cloth is not ſeemly for the en- 


<< .terpriſe, nor are my years on an _—_ 
| 66 WEN 
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E 
with it: however, we muſt not be 
daunted; I will accompany you to the 
field. | 


« Montauban is a youth of figure—the 
affair muſt not be trifled with—were he 
to triumph over your relaxation of ſpirit, 
the ſtory would travel ſoon to our ac- 
quaintance at home, and all the exag- 
 geration which falſity and malignity 
could deviſe would be invented to fink 
your name in obloquy. 


„Would Sir Simon ſuffer his fon to 


exiſt under this reproach ? 


% 'Tis education ! — Theſe ſentiments 
are produced by the ſuperior acquiſition 
of knowledge — Arbitrary law of civil 
lociety ! — Religion diſavows it —Alas ! 
it will not admit of argument To avoid 
theſe attacks of misfortune, una voidable 
in our tranſition through life — No pru- 
dence, no foreſight of human ſagacity 
can parry theſe encounters.” 


Thus, with ſimilar disjointed reflections, 
i 4 we 


E 
we were ſeated oppoſite to each other in tie 
hotel, when Philip entered to inform us, 
that two perſons were in the houſe, why 
were making interrogatories concerning us, 


A few minutes brought the hoſt into our 
apartments, who, with an heſitating voice, 
and with reſpect conſiderably abated, told 
us the officers of police were in his houſe, 
and that we muſt prepare to follow them, 
He was very much mortified — bien nor- 
ile, he ſaid, to deliver theſe orders; but 
the ſafety of his own perſon would be ha 
zarded if he did not ſee them obeyed. 


Our aſtoniſhment raiſed, we deſired to 
know what complaint was made againſt us. 


This he could not anſwer, but he would o- 


der the gentleman into our preſence, when 
we might put our interrogatories ourſelves; 
therefore, immediately leaving us, two men 
entering the room, told us we muſt pie 
pare to follow them. 


Reſiſtance, we thought, would be raſh 
and in vain; and well knowing the hiſtory 

of the police of Paris, we judged it more 
| | prudent 


V. 
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prudent to wait the iſſue of this buſineſs -_ 


with ſuitable firmneſs. That Montauban 

was the inſtigator of this procedure, we had 

no doubt ; and our alarms increaſed in pro- 

portion to the importance of his family and 
connections. 


There was a myſtery in the appearance 


of the two men; but we deſired to knowẽ- 


whither we were to be conducted. To this 
the moſt unſatisfactory anſwers were given. 


Their power being diſputed by the Doc- 
tor as a precaution againſt impoſition, we 
were threatened with an immediate appeal 
to the power of the maracharſſe. If we 
were not culpable in the eye of the police, 
in a ſhort time, they aſſured us, we ſhould 
be liberated; but that, in virtue of their 
office, they were bound to conduct us be- 
fore a higher Power. | 


Alfter this addreſs the Doctor and myſelf 
| aroſe, and we left the hotel. Having tra- 
verſed ſeveral ſtreets, we were conducted 
to an obſcure opening near the banks of 
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the nn guides now gave an la 


© nous,“ they cried, when two e 
ruſhed upon us with ſwords. 


The Doctor received a thruſt through 
his arm, and myſelf, having parried my 
adverſary with a cane in my hand, I bad 
the good fortune, after a ſecond lounge, 
which I parried with my left hand, to run 
the point of my cane into his face. Thus 

cCauſed the aſſaſſin to retreat ſeveral paces. 


The Doctor finding himſelf confiderably 
wounded, and without the poſſibility ot 
defending himſelf, cried out repeatedly for 
help. The wound through his arm had 
been received in ſuch a manner as cauſed 
the villain's ſword to be ſomewhat en- 
tangled in his coat; and the precaution 
which he made uſe of was, to parry with 
his hat, through which he had received 
ſeveral thruſts, and a flight wound in his 
e 


In a few ſeconds he had the good for- 
tune to find the point of this aſſaſſinꝰs ſword 


received by the weapon of a gener 
ſtranger, 


1419 


ſtranger, who, after a few paſſes, the vil- 


lain cried out, © he was killed,” and he 


ſtaggered on the ſide of a wall. My ſhouts 
were now heard, and the ſtranger ſpringing 
to my quarter, made up to my opponent, 
whoſe” weapon I had hitherto parried 
with conſiderable firmneſs, and hav- 
ing received only a few trifling cuts on my 
hand. The fellow, ſeeing me thus ſeconded, 
fled with precipitation: we purſued with 
equal pace, and ſhouted for the aſſiſtance 
of paſſengers. In ſhort, we ſoon overtook 
the fellow, who earneſtly implored us to 
ſpare nis life. 
I.) be generous ſtranger made him give 
up his ſword, and, with each a hand on his 
collar, we conducted him to the ſpot were 
we had been firſt encountered. Several 


perſons were now aſſembled — the Doctor 


we found ſurrounded. 


The two men who had conducted us to 
the ſpot had fled on che firſt ſurpriſal of the 


murderers. 


Lights were ſoon produced —- the 
1661%1%6é%ö3 
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% 
wounded man ſunk on the ground, and 
expired with a horrid groan, 


The Doctor bled . ſur- 
geon was inſtantly ſent for. 


On the appearance of lights our friendly 
liberator ran up immediately to Doctor 
Philpot, leaving the priſoner to my care. 


* Dear Sir, you do not know me. | 
hope you. are not dangerouſly hurt — 
ce what a mecting !” 


The fellow whom we had ſecured taking 
the advantage of his ſituation, and, perhaps, 
of my aftoniſhment in ſeeing a country- 
man, which he thought favourable for an 
_ eſcape, who was our defender on this very 
intereſting occaſion, broke from my hold, 
and fled with precipitation to a parapet wall 
on the fide of the Seine, which, not being 
very high, he ſoon contrived to leap over 
it to a conſiderable depth, down on the 
ſtrand of the river, whither it was not pol: 

ſible to purſue him without great hazard. 


he 
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The Doctor exclaimed *© Samuel, 
« Is it youꝰ Powerful heavens ! the boy 


& has been our deliverer.” 


To my great amazement, who ſhould I 
now ſee before me but Samuel Underwood. 
Had the planets dropped from their ſpheres 
the ſurpriſe of man could not have made 
him ſtand more aghait—Samuel Under- 
wood, my friend, in this horrid ſcene of 
villany ! — How ! — whence wonderful! 


A conſiderable number of perſons were 


| now gathered round us. They ſaw we 


were ſtrangers — and being unarmed, our 
misfortune was openly eſpouſed - the dead 
man was removed to a particular quarter of 
the town where bodies are depofited to be 
owned. We gave them the addreſs of our 
hotel; and, after having recited to them 


the hiſtory of the event, we made the beſt 


of our way from the ground. 


The precaution we made uſe of with the 
Doctor, was to bind his arm above the 
ound to ſtop the effuſion of blood; and 
in this condition we moved flowly on, 
6 . _. when 
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when we were ſoon overtaken by the ſur. 


geon, who, a dapper, ſpruce, little frip- 
pery creature, ſkipped up to us with the 
bow of an opera dancer, and begging to 


know which of the Monſicurs it was who 


had been run through the body. 


The Doctor holding his hand upon the 
wound, on his fide collapſed the lips of it 


in ſuch a manner as admitted of his walk. 


ing without any conſiderable effuſion of 
blood; and as a fiacre, or hackney coach, 


was at no great diſtance, we got into 1t 


with the ſurgeon, and we were ſoon {et 
down at the hotel. 


Our anxiety to know the ftate of the 


Doctor's wound in his fide made the little 


meagre ſurgeon riſe in his importance, 
and, finding we were Engliſhmen, hi! 
aſſiduity was redoubled. 


Having undergone the probe, with much 


ſignificance, and his lank face drawn down, 
he requeſted the Doctor might be immedi. 


firſt 


ately put to bed, and, having laid on h | 


F nn 


firſt dreſſing, he gravely pronounced his 
caſe very critical; but to this aſſertion the 
compoſed face of the Doctor gave a flat 
contradiction — barring the hurry and the 
loſs of blood, which cauſed a little faint- 
neſs, he had very few ſymptoms of ap- 
proaching mortality about him. 


E 


SCENE IN THE HOTEL CONTINUED, 


WIA were now reſtored to a ſtate of 
calmneſs. A moſt excellent ſupper was 
ſat before us to refreſh upon from the fi. 
tigues of our journey, and the eſcape from 
the tragedy which had likely to have beſa 
us. My amazement in beholding young Un- 
derwood in the ſituation was ſtill increaſed, 
and the deſire of a ſolution moſt impati- 
ently accompanied every word and ejacu- | 
lation which I uttered. 


The youth who was ſeated oppoſite to 
me, the wonderful deliverer from the hands 
of an affaſſin, impreſſed my mind with the 
moſt viſionary conceptions. He was ha- 
bited in all the faſhion of modern French 
elegance his manners correſ ponding with 
his penoce. 


* 


« Ho- is this p74 emphatically ex- 
claimed 


E 


claimed — “ Satisfy me, Sir, with the cauſe 
© of your appearance in this Ar at a mo- 
ment ſo peculiarly intereſting.” 


While I was making theſe interrogato- 
ries the Doctor ſeemed rapt in an extraor- 
dinary pleaſure in beholding his perſon 
and graceful manners; and no leſs viſible 


was delight and unutterable goodneſs of 


heart depicted in the countenance of my 
old acquaintance, Samuel. 


“ Anſwer, Sir,” replied the Doctor, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to him. You have now 
my leave to divulge the myſtery.” 


Then know, Mr. Hales, I am be- 
< holden to the generoſity and patronage 
e of Doctor Phil pot for my preſent ap- 


“ pearance, 


ce For theſe ſeveral years I have been in 


* a courſe of education at the univerſity of 


Oxford, whither I was ſent by my fa- 
* ther on the advice of the Doctor 
* who, finding I had a natural turn for 


” "vas has raiſed me beyond that of the 
«© humble 
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humble ſtation which the moderate 
views of my father had traced out 


Here the Doctor interrupted him. 


Mr. Hales, this young man had the 


cc 


» 


natural endowments of a gentleman— 
my penetration ſoon diſcovered in him 
the ſame capacity and delicacy of 


thought as his twin ſiſter, Frances —the | 
unequal allotment on her fide would im- 


pair the natural affection of brother and 
ſiſter to render, therefore, their affoit- 
ments through life equal to each other, 
I have made him heir to my own pa- 
ternal fortune, and to that ſum of money 
which the ſuperfluities of life have put 
me in poſſeſſion of — as the elder ſon 


alſo to his father, his income will be 


proportionate to the ſentiments which! 
have inculcated in him. 


« With your good father, Sir, J have a 
ſimilarity of ſentiment not founded on 
mere caprice, or a whimſical kind of 
conceit, which ſuperficial obſervers may 


lay to both our charges, but from a ra- 
4 tional 
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1 
« tional and digeſted ſyſtem on the ſtudy FF 
« of human nature. Thus, Sir, I have 2x 
been engaged in the education and train- 
ing of Mr. Underwood, and I now pre- 
« ſent him to you in every ſenſe worthy of 
« your confidence and friendſhip in the 
character of a gentleman — the accom- 
« pliſhed ſcholar — your own heart, Mr. 
% Hales — your own heart, Sir, I think, 
vill henceforward confer upon him, for 
« his fortunate and very ſingular ſervices 
* of this 1uight, an appellation of a more 
% noble and intimate nature” 


OS 3 
— — II 


« My faviour,” I replied ; and at this 
inſtant riſing from my ſeat, I claſped the 
accompliſhed youth to my breaſt. 


The Doctor now deſired him to continue. 


I have been,” reſumed Samuel, 
© theſe twelve months at Liſle, in Flan- 
ders, applying myſelf to the ſtudy of a 
military life. On my return to England ©} 
* DoQor Philpot had promiſed to pur- a 
* chaſe me a commiſſion in one of the re- 


* giments of foot * and to render 
— * my 


I 


* my entry pleaſing to my own feelings 
* and of equal reſpectability to thx 
“ corps, I have been promiſed, by his 
% intereſt, the countenance and patronage 
« of a great perſonage, under whole influ. 
* ence Iam to be introduced. 


<« It was at Liſle, Sir, under a {kilf.i 
* maſter, I learnt the uſe of the ſword, 
& which has been of ſuch effential ſervice 
ce tome in the happy iſſue of the dreadful 
£ buſineſs I have been engaged in this 
ccnight. 


« There I received a letter from the 

«© Doctor, which announced your arrival 

cc at Paris on this day, and which, ſpeci- 

. fying the hotel you were to arrive at, [ 

& was enjoined to meet you. Here, Sr, 

c the Doctor promiſed to initiate me into 

ce an intereſting ſecret of your family— 

« here, Sir, was to be. divulged a circum- 

« ſtance which was to affect my happinels, 
© or miſery, hereafter—here, Sir” —— 


But his ſwelling heart ſuppreſſed a far- 


ther recital, 
In 


1 
In ſhort, he had arrived at the hotel a 
fx minutes after we had left it, in com- 
pany with the treacherous confederates of 
the villains who were poſted for our aſſaſſi- 
nation; and a lay lacquay, or ſervant for 
tire—a claſs of people uſually waiting at 
the hotels in Paris to offer their ſervitude to 
rangers had pointed out to him the di- 
fection we had taken. 


Remarkable coincidence of human af- 
furs, and evidently marked by the ſuperior 
interference of providential ſuccour. 

Doctor Philpot was now preparing to 
partake of ſome refreſhment from our ta- 
ble, which our ſervant, Philip, was hand- 
ing, when a tap at the door announced an 
apothecary, who had been diſpatched by 
the ſurgeon, to wk t his patient. 


On enquiry we found this to be a Paris 
cuſtom, and, doubtleſs, indiſpenſable, as 
being rich Engliſhmen. The apothecary 
being permitted to feel the Doctor's pulſe, 
he pronounced them full, and, in his pre- 


ent ſituation, dangerous; it was therefore 
adviſeable 


„ | 
adviſeable that he ſhould enter on a reg. 
men till ſuch time as the ſuppuration of lis 
wounds had taken place, leſt inflamma. 
tion might be brought on; in this caſc he 
was abſolutely forbid to taſte of meat, and 
adviſed to proceed to enter on every neccl. 
ſary evacuation to lower his habit. 


This preſcription was, doubtleſs, ad- 
_ judged a great ſeverity in the ſtate of a man 
in perfect health, and which brought on a 


kind of remonſtrance between him and 
Doctor Philpot, 


The apothecary, finding his phyſical fa- 


gacity ſom what dovbied by him, ablo- 
lutely retuſed to give him any farther at- 
tendance, unleſs the phyſician was ſent for, 
which, he obſerved, was the regular routine 
of medicinal practice at Paris; and fur- 
priſed to find this had not been before 
thought of, lett the room, muttering i 
impoſſibility of any farther attendance til 


the judgement of a N 8 ſhould have 


been taken. 


The Doctor being cor pulent, and find- 
ing 


— — 


we 7} 


ing by the ſurgeon's probe that his wounds 


were only fleſhy, ſmiled at the intereſted 
aſſiduity of the Paris faculty, and jocoſely 
pgrtook of the ſupper. When entering 


into council for the operations of the enſu- 


ing morning, it was judged neceſſary that 


Samuel, myſelf, and Philip, ſhould pro- 


cced, well armed with ſwords and piſtols, 
to give Montauban the meeting. 


This precaution was neceſſary, as the 
ſencontre over night manifeſted a plot of 
villany on the fide of the Count; and as a 
ſimilar attack might be made, we had the 
power of defence in our hands. 


To meet him on fair terms was not my 


intention the treachery combined againſt 


is demanded firſt an explanation—an evi- 
dence for the interference of a French court 


of juſtice was wanting the ſurviving aſ- 


laſſin was fled — no confeſſion the affair 


muſt remain inexplicable. 


The ground, preconcerted for our meet- 


ing, had been fixed upon at a ſmall diſ- 
tance from the Ecole militaire ; thither, on 
Le 4 * = - 
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1 
the enſuing morning, we rendezvoulcd, 
and, after waiting a ſhort ſpace of time, we 
obſerved the Count approaching with his 


The Count moved his hat to me on his 
approach; but the ſalutation was not re- 
turned on my ſide. Fired with this indig- 
nity, he inſtantly put his hand on his ſword, 
and, advancing briſkly, ipfiſted on my 

drawing. 


No, Sir, I replied; * unleſs you can 
& prove your claim to an honourabic ſa- 
5e tisfaction, I ſhall regard you as unwor- 
ce thy any oppoſition on the fide of my 
& weapon.” 


I chen briefly recapitulated the event of 
the over-night, and ſhewed him the wounds 
on my hand, which rendered the uſe of m. 
ſword impoſſible. In truth, my hand had 
been ſo completely hacked and mangled, 
that the uſe of it was entirely loſt. 


This he regarded as an excuſe to fight 
him; and 2 loaded me with the — 
unjuſti⸗ 
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unjuſtifiable opprobrium, he ſeemed re- 


ſolved to commit a deſperate attack by * 
proaching n me with his ſword. 


But Samuel ſpringing forward again my 
champion, inſiſted on his retiring. This 
brought forward Montauban's ſecond, and 
we found ourſelves on the eve of a deſpe- 
rate onfet — when preſenting a piſtol, and 
ordering Philip to do the fame, our adver- 
faries were completely foiled. They re- 
treated with alacrity, and the rancour of 
their epithets became inſtantaneouſly ſilent. 


We now obſerved an elderly gentleman 
and his ſervant galloping up to us — 


Mon fils, mon fils, he ſhouted — © arte, 


* maudit gargon ] 
It was the father of Montauban. 


He approached me —* Sir,” ſays he, 
* you have my protection — He is always 
* engaged in ſome unfortunate diſp te 
* I have heard of your diſsſter laſt night 
* —the /celerat—the wretch who ech 


* that puniſkment which his unfortunate 
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* comrade merited, has confeſted the hor- 
6 rid decd he was ſuborned to perpetrate— 


0 My ſon is innocent of the plot againſt 


“ your lives; but his violent temper has 
« juſtly merited my indignation,” 


In ſhort, this reſpectable nobleman made 
me an ample atonement for the alarming 
attack which we had encountered. It 


ſeems his ſervants had overheard the diſ. 


pute in the houſe of Mrs. Gordon; and 
being alarmed for the ſafety of their maſter, 
had divulged the affair to a celebrated 


_ courtezane, on whom the young Count had 


laviſked much fplendor. This lady, re— 


ſolved to prevent any diſaſter happening to 


her gallant in the field of honour, had de- 
viſed the iniquitous means of cutting us 
off by the hands of two aſſaſſins, whom 


the had bribed for the purpoſe. The po- 


lice having found a note 1n the pocket of 
the unhappy wretch who had fallen by S- 


muel's {word, led to a complete ditcoverr, 


and of the detection of his comrade, who 
had made a confeſſion of the buſineſs. 


And ſuch was the vigilance of the ac- 
tive 
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tire police of Paris, that the whole was 


brought to light a ſew hours after the fray. 


Under theſe circumſtances the young 
Count de Montauban ſeemed uncommonly 


repentant for the unfair and dangerous ſitu- 


ation which we had been expoſed to on his 
account; and was now deſirous, through the 
mediation of his father, to terminate the 
difference perfectly to our ſatisfaction. 


On our return to the hotel we were 


ſtricken with the fight of a phyſician, apo- 


thezary, and ſurgeon, attending ther pa- 
tient, Doctor Philpot, who was in the 


higheſt poſſible good humour, with unuſual 


flow of ſpirits in beholding our return, and 
hearing in a few words how we had ſettled 
the affair which had taken place between 
me and Montauban. 


The phyſician, who aſſured, us with the 
importance of his ee that he was 
of che Academy de Sceances, obſer rod, 
chat the Doctor's Wige aroſe from a con- 
hderable degree of fever, and that it was 
ablolutely neceſſary for his couititution to 

| K * | le 


= 
be lowered, leſt inflammation might enſue 
in the wounded parts, 


It was now the apothecary's turn to di- 
rect his queſtions to the patient, who begged 
to know whether he had perſevered in the 
regimen which had been preſcribed to him 
over-night; and if he had drank of the 
tiſane. To this Doctor Philpot replied, 
that, as an Engliſhman, a hot ſupper was 
irreſiſtible, and that moſt affuredly he had 
drank his wine, and partaken of his ragout; 
and unleſs the Paris faculty had ſufficient 
{111 to operate his cure, without the trouble 
of obliging him to adhere to ſuch a rigid 
regimen as they recommended, he mull 
even truſt to his fate. 


For his own part, he found his wounds 
had no tendency to inflammation, and his 
body, from temperance, though not felt- 
denial, being, in bis opinion, every way 
_ conducive to his ſpeedy reſtoration, he 
could not think of impairing it by a ſyſtem | 
of abſtinence, which, in all likelihood, would 

0 _ oblige 


1 

oblige him to keep his room much longer 
than was neceſſary. 

That whenever his wounds gave any in- 
dication of a bad habit of body, he would 
very readily attend to their counſel; but 
that, in their preſent ſtate, he begged he 
might be permitted to eat, drink, and 
laugh, at his leiſure. 


The faculty here began to aſſume a tone, 
and, and with their uſual cant, obſerved, 
as he did not chuſe to be governed by the 
knowledge of their profeſſion, they would 
be under the neceſſity of taking their leave; 
for as in the caſe of perſevering in his own 
ſyſtem they could not be anſwerable for 
the conſequences of their attendance, they 
muſt not therefore ſuffer the merit of their 
profeſſional characters to be diſputed. 


To this the Doctor aſſented, and de- 
firing they would all be pleaſed to accept 
of a remuneration for their trouble, opened 
his purſe, and ſhewed them the door. This 
reſolute conduct cauſed the phyſician to 


enter on an explanation, and, doubtleſs, 
K 3 which 


1 


which would have ſoon produced a modifi. 
cation in their rigid form of practice but 
which the Doctor not chuſing to hear, he 
diſmiſſed them all without any farther 


parly. 
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% And now, dear Edward,” ſays he, 
my reaſon is this: — Theſe ſcoundrels 
thrive moſt by the complaints of their 
healthy patients. Unlike the integrity 
of the faculty of eminence in our own 
kingdom, they amuſe them with hy— 


pocritic and ſophiſtical declamations 


of their proſeſſion, and with the ex- 
aggerated hiſtory of their diſorders, 
till ſuch time as they are completely 
thrown into ſome hy pocondrical or ner- 
vous affection; and to fix this ve 


nary courſe of lite of their patients—the 


certain means of imparing their conſti- 


tution. Thus they increaſe their im- 
portance in the opinion of the unhappy 
wretches who have been weak enough to 


be faſcinated with their arguments, and 
6 retire 


1 8 ] 


« retire from their preſence, laughing at 
« their credulity, and hugging themſelves 
« with the ſelf applauſe of riding in their 
« chariots at their expence. 


© The ſurgeon, the apothecary, and 
« phyſician — at Paris this the regu'ar 
routine of attendance—Aſk the reafon— 
« *tis the cuſtom ; and as a rich Englifh- 
man, for the honour of your country, 
you mult conform—but how is this mat- 
« ter contrived with the Pariſians them- 
« ſelves? — you ſhall hear.” 


Monſieur the hote was now ordered 1nto 
our preſence—the dilemma of the Doctor 


was explained. 


* Eh quoi faire, Monſieun? — Tis the 


cuſtom with 1 On ne viſite pas 
« 22 notts ſans conte” == T hey mult pay 
for their curioſity 1 in viſing Paris. 


« ] have paid for it,” ſays Philpot, 
with a thruſt through my arm, and one 
through my ſide.” 
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This was a ſpecies of rhetoric which had 
its effect. 


T he ſagacious Doctor obſerved, that his 
viſits in France were not intended to diſlect 
the character of the nation too minutely, 
and to be too œconomical of his purſe his 
{ce to the gentleman whom he diſmiiled 
would aver this was not his cue — all he 
wanted was a ſpeedy reſtoration. | 


« Now, Mr. the Hote, ſuppoſe you was 
run through the body, who would you 
„ employ?” | 


c Alles,” he ejaculated, ** il faut / 
& faire, with the aſſurance of ſtrict filence. 


In half an hour a ſhabby ill-looking dog 
of a ſurgeon made his appearance. 


His coat was of a brown rough, and 
ſtriped beaver cloth; a red pluſh waiſtcoat ; 
a tie wig, with more powder and pomatum 
in it than hair; and a coloured filk hand- 
kerchief round his neck. 
5 His 


f gon ] 
is appearance, tis true, amounted to 
no great extent of practice; but his confi- 
dential frank neſs and decent civility ſoon 
ſettled him in the . good opinion. 


After having affured him that his experi- 
ence in ſword and gun ſhot wounds were 
acquired againſt the Engliſh in the laſt 


German war, and almoſt a daily practice 


in the ſtreets of Paris — from French ſol- 
diers, on the ſlighteſt difference, trying their 
kill in a fencing bout — young ſtudents of 
the law, who could feldom maintain an 
argument on juriſprudence, without the 
aſſiſtance of the ſword and an everlaſting 
practice of the Paris perit maitres involved 
in quarrels concerning the ſuperior excel- 
lence of opera fingers and dancers, and the 
charms of their miſtreſſes. 


. 


After this whimſical introduction of his 
merits, he Doctor ſuffered his wounds o 


be examined by him. 


5 Sir,” ſays he, two more dreffings 
* Will enable you to call out the ſcoun- 
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5 drel who invited Mr. V'Apothecaire and 
Monſicur le Medecin. 


Manges bien, Monſieur, et goutes le meil. 
& leur vin de Paris.“ 


The Doctor was convinced he ſpoke the 
truth. 


« And why are you ſo Poor ?” was the 
queſtion. 


«© Becauſe ſhaving and drawing of tecth 
* are now out of faſhion among the fa. 
« culty. The wretched beggar has my 
« plaſters for the love of God —and thoſe 
« ſurgeons who live by making dupes of 
rich ſtrangers, and our fools of faſhion, 
© who never ſcruple to pay well for great 
fuſs and great parade, are now too rich 
to ſhew any humanity in their practice.” 
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The affair was ſoon ſettled, and we had 
all our anxiety removed on the {core of the 


Doctor. 


But judge of our aſtoniſhment —a tap 
| was 


i 
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was heard at the door—and, on our leave of 


- admittance, who ſhould enter but the firſt 


ſurgeon whom we had employed. 


« Ah, ah, maraud — ceft vous donc (his 


« firſt ſalutation) peſte ! 


« Monſieur Jacob, you had better retire 


before you oblige me to treat you with 


« incivility,” replied our operator. 


« Aonfienr Corneille, vous etes un trom- 


peur, et un ficheu charletan.” 


Corneille at this indignity ruſhed upon 
the little prig of a ſurgeon, and, ſeiſing 
him by the collar and waiſtband of his 
breeches, held him up ſprawling, kicking, 
and ſcratching in the air, and actually 
threw him down the ſtairs to the firſt land- 
ing place from our apartment. 


The cries of Monſieur Jacob, who laid 


on the ground grinning and threatening 
Corneille with future vengeance, brought 
out a conſiderable numbers of lodgers, 


6 | While 
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while Corneille, ſtanding over him, was 
threatening him with inſtant deſtruction for 
daring to enter the room, with an intent to 
interrupt him in his practice — for which 
offence, he ſaid, notwithſtanding bis 
broken limbs and battered ſides, he would 
move the law againſt him. 


Corneille now accuſed him of every 
crime which he could poſſibly invent to 
render his triumph more compleat -— 
And after having harangued the lookers on 
with a tolerable well-placed declamation on 
his villany in exaggerating the ſtate of Doc- 
tor Philpot's wounds, and introducing apo- 
thecary and phyſician for the prick of a 
pin, which he ſtiled it, ſaid, to back his 
aſſertions, he would ſhew the Doctor's 
wounds before all the faculty in Paris. 


Jacob's practice, he averred, was only 
famous for cutting of fi/tula in ano; and 
he aſſured the by-ſtanders, that he derived 
his only conſequence from his attendance 
on a lady of ravk for his ſecret operations 


of this nature, which gained him her pro- 
tection, 


0 
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CT 
tection, and which was the only ſafeguard, 
for his preſumption. | 


Corneille was now entering into a moſt 


_ elaborate definition of the peculiarity of 


Jacob's merits in cutting for a fiſtula, which 
he recited with ſo much point and humour 
that wrath now made the proſtrate ſur- 
geon recover the uſe of his limbs, and he 
was ruſhing on Corneille with redoubled 


vengeance. The conſequence was, Cor- 


neille gave him a violent flap on has face, 


and, ſeizing him by the collar, once more 


was in the act of hoiſting him over the bal- 
luſtrade—but my interpoſing hand reſcued 
Jacob from his impending deſtruction. 


Monſieur Jacob was now rejoiced to find 
himſelf liberated from his gripe ; and hav- 
ing pronounced the-moſt impoſing denunci- 
ations of his vengeance, aſſured Corneille, 
that he would not fail to try his courage at 
the point of his ſword. 


At the point of your launcet,“ ſays 


che other, who ſpit at him all the time he 


was deſcending the ſtaircaſe. 
Strange 
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Strange rancour of the profeſſional ranks 
of Parifiars ! It can only be reconciled by 
this remark : . 


Things in that country are ſo different 
to ours. | 


THE 
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THE PURSUIT MEDITATED. 


Mv friend Samuel was now, equally 
vith myſelf, intent on the purſuit of Mrs. 
Gordon and Fanny. 


If they had ſled to England, (a thing 
impoſſible, in our opinion, foreſceing the 
ſhort diſtance which Fitz- Morris was from 
them) they would then, perhaps, be ſecure 
from any violent diſaſter on his ſide. 


But if overtaken in France, we had every 
reaſon to dread an impending danger from 
the difference of its laws and cuſtoms—at 
all events, there were onlyy two reſolutions 
to be adopted — expedition, and a deter- 
mined reſcue. For the courage of Samuel, 
I could anſwer by ths moſt ſtriking and ex- 


emplary proof. 


Phil pot ſaw the neceſſ ity of our imme- 
4 diate : 


LL ny 
diate interference—himſelf alſo determined 
to ſet off, his wounds, by the affurance of 
the ſurgeon, Corneille, being of no conſe- 
quence to impede him. 


To loſe no time, we diſpatched intelli- 
gent and well-aftected people to every 
| bureau in Paris, where we could be in- 
formed of. the arrival of M rs. Gordon, 
Fanny, and Fitz-Morris. 


Anſwers were ſoon brought us, that no 
ſuch perſons, from the deſcription we had 
given, were arrived; and we had the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon for believing they mult 
have departed for England. 


Biber this ſuggeſtion, doubtleſs, we 
wanted. no ſpur to ſet off immediately on 
our purſuit. 


by 
* 
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Our carriage was now at the door with 
that celcrity which our imparienc- excited, 
and in a very {tort interval of time we 
found ourſelves at the poſthouſe at Chan- 
tilly. | 


There 


C 2% J 


There we had an opportunity of deſerib- 


ing to the poſtmaſter the perſons of the fu- 
gluves 3 ; and having received the moſt con- 
vincing proofs they had not returned that 
route, we made the beſt of our way after 
their track. 


At Amiens we had the joyful news of a 


fingular event which had retarded Fitz- 


Morris in his career, and which had, 
doubtleſs, effectually covered the eſcape of 
Mrs. Gordon and Fanny. 


The ladies having arrived at this town, 
they had ſcarcely entered the houſe which 
they ſtopped at when they noted Fitz- 
Morris's arrival. 


Being in a room which fronted the ſtreet, 
Mrs. Gordon obſerved two officers in the 
French ſervice of her acquaintance, and 
made a ſignal for them to enter her apart- 
ment, where, reciting to them their alarm- 
ing ſituation, they readily and gallantly re- 

lolved to be their protectors. 


Having ſtole up unperceived by the peo- 
; ple 
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ple of the houſe, Fitz. Morris ruſhed into che 


room; but, to his ſurpriſe and mortiſica- 
tion, he found himſelf inſtantly ſcized by 


the two officers, who contrived to bind 


him arms and legs till ſuch time as the ladies 
had made good their retreat; nor was he 


releaſed till ſuch times he was viſited by the 
governor of the town, who, having ap- 


proved of the officers' conduct, inſiſted on 
his giving his word and honour, under pain 
of impriſonment, to deſiſt from his pre- 
meditated outrage. 


Thus Mrs. Gordon and Fanny had, 
doubtleſs, ſecured their eſcape to England, 
while Fitz-Morris was not liberated till the 
ladies were judged. perfectly ſafe from his 
purſuit, when it was conjectured he had 
departed from Amiens on his way to Eng- 


land. 


This intelligence having, in a great de- 
gree, calmed our inquietude, we were re. 
ſolved on fleeping the night in the town, 
eſpecially as the Doctor complained ot 


fatigue, and as our plan did not require 
- 


E 


the unremitting expedition we firſt ſet out 


upon. 


Having found a companion and fellow 


actor in this dramatic part of my life, and 


one whoſe generous nature had been ſo 


nobly and ſo unexpectedly eſtabliſhed in 


my preſervation againſt the deſperate aſſaſ- 
fins in the ſtreets of Paris—a youth of ſuch 
a promiſing aſpe&t—the twin-brother of 


Fanny—the companion of my infant days 


—now ſtarting into action under ſuch an 
extraordinary feature, naturally awakened 


my intereſt, 


This remarkable incident demanded my 
ſcrutiny — it appeared myſterious — and 
when.I attempted to confront my engage- 
ments with the peculiar hiſtory of this 
youth, enliſted under the whimfical banner 
of Philpot's protection, I confeſs I was to- 
ally at a loſs to ſolve the apparent enigma. 


There was a manlike firmneſs in the 
tone, 
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tone, the ſpirit, the ſentiment of his con. 
verſation. The pliancy of raw inexperi- 
ence was not his preſent completion, 
With natural genius for ſcience and knoy- 
led ge, he was obſervative, and critically dil. 
criminative; frank, yet docile and diff. 
dent; he would argue without arrogance, 
but ſettled and firm in his opinion, which 
he backed by good rhetoric and well-ad- 
juſted figure. 


The more we were together, the more 
my aſtoniſhment increaſed, and I could 


behold this ſon of my father's tenant with 


the reſpectful eye of an equal ang, an inti. 
mate. 


Pains, and great pains too, had been be- 


ſtowed on his training the friend could be 


only Doctor Philpot — a myſterious ſilence 


alſo prevailed in him whenever I touched 


on his fiſter—no comment no replication 
—] was left my own counſellor. 


And with Doctor Philpot the ſame n 
own heart was my only monitor. 
Painfu) 
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painful reflections had taken poſſeſſion 


olf me, and racked my imagination with 


excruſiating agony. 


My curioſity was engaged on the hiſtory 
of Fanny's Pariſian expedition. 


The importance of rank in life I found 
had evidently circulated in my con- 
ſtiution ; it was engrafted in my nature. 


I had conſidered this daughter of my 
father's tenant as ſubordinate to my caprice. 
[ had evidently portrayed her in the cha- 


racter of a dependant —the victim of my 


ſovereign will. 


To be emancipated from her dependance 
was a thought which rebelled againſt my 


pride; 


By a ſtruggle of virtue, in renouncing 


her claims on my conſtancy, or firſt en- 
gage ments, might claim my reſpect - but 
to play off the coquette—to adopt artifice 
in her amours - to violate every ſacred and 
noble principle of the heart by a ſophiſtical 

argumen 
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argument on the verſatility of my paſſion 
to affect a greatneſs of foul only for the 
ſake of covering her intrigues with more 
ſecreſy — rouſed in my ſoul a firm {pirit of 
reproach, and I was determined to con- 
front her perfidy, to be confirmed in my 
ſuſpicions on the nature of her conduct. 


But my heart diſplayed a wound of a 
more dangerous tendency—Revenge might 
heal, were no great impreſſion had been 
made. | 


A formidable rival had now erected the 


native nymph of my choice to the Queen 
of beauty. 


This goddeſs of the antients received an 
univerſal homage, only becauſe her charms 
were indiſputable. 


Fanny had captives in her train. 


My pride was heated, and I was rc- 
ſolved to conquer or perith. 


The 


1 


The morning after our arrival at Amiens 
we entered our carriage in tolerable ſpirits, 
with the thoughts of ſurpriſing our friends 
in England with our expeditious return 


relling onward with ſome degree of cheer- 


fulneſs 


The odd, the ſtrange coincidence of 
things which had jumbled together, and 
produced Samuel Underwood as our cham- 
pion and defender — laying us under un- 


tranſition from oblivion to notice—our nar- 
row eſcape from the hands of murderers. 


The eſcape of Fanny and Mrs. Gordon. 


Philpot ſaid we had cauſe for rejoicing— 
and our thankfulneſs to Providence could 
not be better manifeſted than by exhilara- 
ung our ſpirits with ſome teſt of convivi- 
ality. | 


and 


and though in our purſuit there was a latent 
principle of worldly anxiety, we were tra- 


payable obligations to him — his wonderful 
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The Doctor had compoſed the follow- 
ing ſong, which he had ſet to an old tune, 
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and we were tain it when our carriage 
was entering Abbeville. 


The gay Frenchman pert, 
And Engliſhman glum 
A whimſical contraſt for laughter — 
John fighs all for love, 
With face quite hum - drum, 
And ties himſelf up in a halter. 


But ſee light Monſieur 

Court Mamſelle coquette, 

Sing, caper, and bid her defiance q 

I be charms in her face, 
Will not make him fret, 

In beauty he'll place no reliance. 


But John's honeſt heart 

Is broke with actpair, 
When Suſan or Moll are not willing ; 
Afrown is enough | 
To load him with care, 
And lay him as flat as a ſhilling. 


Pleaſed 


0 


„ 

Pleaſed with the Doctor's cheerfulneſs, I 
had regained fomewhat of my former ſtate 
of mind, when I obſerved A paſſenger ar- 
rive on poſt horſes. 


He alighted at the houſe we were to ſtop 
at, and, at the inſtant as our carriage drove 
up, 1 recogniſed the face of George Corn- 
wall, 


Perhaps there may be a kind of ſympa- 


thy in our nature, when the ſoul has 
been deeply affected with paſt images — 
May we not pre-conceive an | approaching 
evil? 


His figure awakened in me a ſentiment 
of concern for the fituation of his fiſter. 
The preſent buſineſs I was engaged upon 
having intereſted my mind to fee the com- 
pletion of it, I had diſcarded every other 


thought which might harrow up all extra- 


neous reflection — but in the groupe the 
Impathiſing pang for the beautiful Amelia 
was not diſcarded, though for a time e ſup- 
' prefled, 
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Her brother now preſented her perſon 
to my mind —an aboding thought flaſhed 
acrols me—there was a reparation of wrong, 
perhaps, to be made—an atonement which, 
though coloured by the ſpeciouſneſs of 
worldly pretext, in my own heart carried 
with it no poſitive condemnation, 


My eyes were fixed upon him — he re- 
cogniſed me in return. 


His countenance changed — naturally 
florid, an horrid contraſt inſtantly took, 
place. 


He approached. 


« Heavens, what an extraordinary 
© meeting! l have left England to ſeek the 
% man whoſe ill-fated conduct has changed 
his deareſt friend to his direſt enemy. 
ec J have a ſenſe of injury in my breaſt 
ce which your perfidious conduct has ex- 
& cited. We cannot decide an affair of 
e this intereſting nature in a better place 
* than this.“ 


* 


6 


In 


„ 


In anſwer. 


3 S F 2 
III WE CIALIS 3 e 0 


« Tam prepared—Alledge your charges 
« Deny me not the privilege of ſelf- 
« defence — if not in the power of inno- 
« cence and juſtice to avert the deſperate 
« hand of my enemy, I will not ſcreen 
my body from his reſentment,” 
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„A villain will attack innocence and 
zuſtice the brave man puniſhes infamy. | 
] am no aſſaſſin, Sir — I will hear your A 
6 55 ; 

| = 
We now retired — He reſumed. q 
Mr. Hales, I have leit the room of a } 


dying ſiſter — She is an angel of meck- 
* nels — reſentment does not torment her 
e boſom with the ſcorpion pang of frater- 


6 * nal revenge - pure and ſubmiſſive, like 
f a lamb at the altar, ſhe proſtrates herſelf 
e * before the mercileſs hand which ſtabs 

* her to the heart. She dies, and forgives 
5 Edt ſo the ſpirit of her brother. 


1. 2 The 


1 


« The natural ſoftneſs of the ſex will 
«© render them tributary to ours, and that 
« paſſion, which can lift them to the very 
4 {ummit of celeſtial bliſs, will daſh them 
< to the earth i in all the torment of mental 


om Song. 


* Neglect is the canker worm of a deli 
< cate foul. What reparation can that 
«© man make to a wretched family, when 
<< the child of its too- partial regard is 


7:06 wreſted from them by wanton educ. 


EE tion“ 
cc Seduction!“ I fired. 
He continued. 


« I repeat the word ſeduction — Too 
« deſpicable diſcrimination! — The mind 
* ſeduced, barters no proportionate ma- 
<< lady to corporeal injury. Sir, I will un- 
© load my ſwelling heart — Away with 
your menacing looks; they awe me not. 
If you have truly a noble heart, bear 


b. with my infirmity till our weapons meet, 


and 


E 
« and then vaunt your courage for the ex- 
« piation of the inſult. 


© A dying fiſter repeats the name of 

« Fdward Hales, and in the meaſure of 

« her affection — parental and fraternal 
claims are vaniſhed—She is loſt, and her 
« perfidious betrayer goes abroad in the 
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« world unpuniſhed.“ þ 

To reply might argue the conſciouſneſs : 
of imputed injury. | 
Friendſhip had impelled me to the houſe i 
of my inmate and ſchool-fellow — brother ö 
ſtudent — I there beheld his lovely ſiſter — | 
Inſenfible of the influence of the ſex, my : 


heart was betrayed before I was conſcious 
of injuſtice — 'twas an incident of life 
which could not be proved as an affociate 
with premeditated injury. 


But what extenuation could avert his 
ſpirit of revenge? *Tis true I was culpa- 
ble more by the ſad influence of my bad 
fortune, than by deſign. Drawn into the 
flattering vortex of beauty and female ſoft- 
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neſs, I felt a pride in the preference of 
Amelia—but I had no virtue to retire from 
the power of that magic which held me a 
paſſive flave to voluptuous conception— 
herein my tranſgreſſion — ] felt a crimina- 
tion at the moment which would have 
ſtamped a falſity on all the rhetoric I was 
maſter of, Sternly did I fix my eye upon 
him, 


« You ſhall wreak your revenge, George; 
% will not palliate my conduct with your 
+ fiſter — I can only lament the fingular 
«« misfortune of my life which has involved 


& me in this terrible conflict.” 


I now turned myſelf towards my friend 
Samuel“ Will you have the goodnels to 
e hear the propoſition of that gentleman?” 


But what my aſtoniſhment ! Samuel 
hefitated — I well diſcerned a look of re- 
pugnance, marked with a mental ſcrutiny. 


Doctor Philpot now came forward, and 
addreſſed Cornwall: 


& The 


I 223 J 
The reſolute ſcheme, Sir, you are em- 
barked upon will reflect no honour on 
« the generous impulſe of youth. If you 
« well conſider the motive of your heart, 
« you cannot ſo much accuſe Mr. Hales 
« of injuſtice, as of being the innocent 
« cauſe of the diſtreſs which prevails 1a 
*« your family. Are you acquainted, Sir, 
« with the force of that ſelf condemnation 
which has already agitated your oncc- 
« ſworn boſom friend? Perhaps he has 
made an expiation of a more exemplary 
e nature than that of pouring out his viood 
to glut the revenge of his enemy. 


— 
* 


« Are you acquainted, Sir, with the 
high ſentiments of honour which have 
© been his accuſer ? — Death, Sir, is no 
« puniſhment to the mind of a virtuous 
*f man. By whatever motive you are in- 
« fluenced to wring the heart of a gene- 
* rous youth with torture, know neither 
* your courage nor conduct can receive a 
** fair renown, by laying low at your feet 
the man who, perhaps, is now receiving 
© the bleſſing and prayers of your amiable 
c bfter, 
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Is ſhe acquainted, Sir, with the 


— mac 


ge 


So * — 
I — 
1 6 = EE 


2 


— —— + 


EET oo ra — 


. 


— 


* 
— 


ä Ts 


as 2 > N 
7 8 — — = þ —— : 3 * 
8 g . + * — 6 
* * — — 2 PA — * & 
n , ma — — At ju - 8 —ů— S- A ng > : 
2 — 7 * * % —— >= * 2 I - 3 8 PAR 
btn a 4 5 e — — = — — rA hows It. EL vi N 3. "ID; 
* 20 2 2 44 : : =? — * 828 n 2 — — 222 8 
r . : - + . ä - 1 en og SS ——; 
| N bo Yn EGS > SI — 5. „ > es EST 22 * 88222 8 — * 2 , 
SEEN ET: Rn nn — 2 * DE CoLST 94 +20ES. he Gen pagan ae, on, rr TY - 
l * a — * 2 22 3 * : 2828 — - - 8 - * _ 
- * — 8 Err = * * 5 * as «3 = TA 4” ERS” * — 1 + = * 7 
: Ir 7; Rr — 


1 


. 


e x4 — 
© + — — —— * car 


* ds 
* 2s * : 
r 


3 


4 * * — 
t 
EL Int Fd 4 
2 4 - 


82 2 
1 4 d 


2s: £24. —. . 


4 8 — 2 us 


* 


7 
. 


5 W PI 
Ne 
5 ER 


© 


© as 
3 


« vindictive ſpirit that animates your hang 


« 
«c 
Cc 
LC 
40 
10 
4 
10 
L 
cc 
«6c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 
Ti 
c 
c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 


cc 


L 224 J 


to plunge the ſteel into his breaſt? Has 
not his fate deprived him of making 
reparation for theſe unfortunate evils? 
Were you not acquainted with his early 
attachment—the ſecret ſpring which go- 
verned his propoſitions? Where reſted 
that vigilant ard generous friendſhip 
which ſhould have ſnatched him from 


the precipice? Where was your timely 


counſel to your fiſter, to your friend? 
Deſiſt, Sir—return with the healing balm 
of brotherly conſolation—adminiſter the 
gentle office of patient mitigation, and 


leave vengeance for him who 1s the 


ableſt judge of man's iniquity. 


Fa. 


« What! will you fly to her with your 


harids embrued in the blood of your 


bofom friend, to receive her dying em- 
braces? Will ſhe Tejoice in the fa- 
crifice ? or will the deed add conſola- 
tion to her departing ſpirit? Horror, 
Sir, will afflict her ſenſible ſoul, and her 
ſhade will revive perturbed from her 


tomb. Has Mr. Hales been acceflary 


to the anguiſh of 0 fair a lady? Let Pro- 
5 vidence 


10 
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« y1dence puniſh when his awful retribu- 
tion is beſt fi gnaliſed. = 


George Cornwall replied : 


« Sir, I reſpe& this inward monitor 


« 'Tis implanted here (fixing his hand 
upon his heart) for purpoſes beſt known 


« to more ſuperior wiſdom — Why this 


„ pang, this ſenſe of injury? — Why am I 
thus ſo ſtubborn in my determined pur- 
« poſe ?—By heavens he ſhall anſwer for it 
« _Moſt abuſed. Amelia — dear fainted 
e maid — he ſhall feel the power of my re- 


venge. I had not patience to ſee. the 


* laſt pure gaſp of breath depart her begly 
« —her murderer fled —I ſealed the vow, 


« ſelf-ratified in my heart — the appeal 
* moſt ſolemn —nothing can avert me 


* 1 was reſolved to follow him — I have 
© ſworn it, Sir.“ 


* Raſh man,” reſumed the Doctor. 


This heat is frenzy. A mild rebuke it 


* merits not—it argues equal frenzy to 


H oppole ſo much intemperate reſentment. 
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„ 
ce Mr. Hales is under my prote&tion—oz 
« your peril, Sir” 


CorxwaLI. © Your feeble trembling 
prieſthood 1 deſpiſe. Under that garb 
of moderation lurks many ignoble pal. 
« latives. Age has its ſophiſtry to con- 
* found the tinud inexperience of youth. 
Well verſed in declamation, it can dreſs 
« out ſyllogiſm to captivate, and hypoctily 
to enſnare - portray virtue with the hand 
& of vice, and convert the demon of 
6e crimes into the ſemblance of angel ſanc- 
* tity. Your favourite receives this grave 
4 and venerable ſanction — your enemy, 
« Sir, muſt expect your reproach. Stand 
back, proud paſtor.” 


— 
La) 


He now drew forth his piſtols, 
He preſented one to me. 
I took it from his hands. 


He inſiſted on Philpot and Samuel mor- 
ing from the line of our fire; and directing 
himſelf to me, preſſed me to fire firſt. 

th This 


en 1 
This propoſition I obſtinately refuſed, 


and urged him as vehemently to take his 


revenge. 


&« Coward,” he exclaimed; © you are 
« afraid of my reſentment—then take my 
« vengeance.” 


At this inſtant he fired his piſtol, and I 
ſtaggered into the arms of Philpot. 


Seeing Irefuſed to return his fire, he ruſhed 
upon me with an intent to wreſt the inſtru- 
ment from my hand ; but he was prevented 
by Samuel, who got it from him, and diſ- 
charged it on the cieling. 


Cornwall had now glutted his revenge— 


The ball had entered my breaſt ſlanting 


upwards a little below the clavicle. Phil- 


pot took me in his arms, and placed me 


gently in a chair. Aſſiſtance was ſoon at 
hand, The noiſe of fire arms brought 


guefls into the room. My blood ſtreamed 


on the floor, I had fainted once before the 


ſurgeon arrived. Cornwall was at intervals 
frantic—he had meditated his own death 


43'S on 


* a 
K — REA _—_— n * 3 

- —_—— * 2 ws — 2 > 2 8 = -- — 2 44 : 

— 8 # — * 8 — —— * 

8 a © 8 a CE 3 ay bee 7. 2: "24-4 — 2 27" IM 

5 > AE A cord Ho Om” A. op a. — * 2 a ig 1 — > 

3 * — * 3 — 8 — 3 — 
4 - 2 


a 


boy 
oo 
— 


I 2 . OE 1 7 
N Zo = 3 


— 


— — 
— 


9 N 2 ” 
r 2 


— 
* 


28 
— 2 < £ * . — 
„ "= eas 


= * as 4 


pe 2% 0 
— » = 
X . "XA 
e 
. HIS A 
— — — + 1 - — 


bs 2 
1 
2 
_—_ 


a . 
Sw» ,- — 3 

re 
: - r 


A. 
2'S 


n 
— 
7 8 N 


4 
on the deſtruction of his friend. The 
piſtol was aimed at my heart, and it had 
nearly performed its office. His ven- 
geance ample, remorſe began to wring his 
ſoul with contrition. Never, no, never 
ſeemed death more grateful to a mortal in- 
volved in miſery. I vas ſubmitting to my 
fate with calm acquieſcence. On the ar- 
rival of the ſurgeon I was conducted to a 
bed, and laid upon it. Cornwall ruſhed 
into the room—the conflicting ſentiments 


which had raged in his breaſt were now at 
once ſubſided. 


« Alas!” ſays he, my once noble and 
generous friend — Edward, ere you de- 
part, look forgiveneſs upon a wretch, 
«© more tenfold miſerable than words can 
6 figure miſery. This deed I had vowed 
© as the laſt obdurate action of my life 
„ myſelf to follow thee. Ah! didſt thou 
% know the fatal reſult of your intercourſe 
in our family. My father, Edward! — 
% The curſe of party urged this deteſted 
« deed. I lothe myſelf— lothe all the 
% world — He could not brook the downfal 
« of his independance — Why ſhould ! 
| 6 « Ive 
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« live to bear the horror of remorſe 2 = 
„My fiſter was made ſubſervient to his 
« fatal neceflities — He was flattered with 
« your partiality — Amelia was betrayed 
« into an unextinguiſhed affeftion— You 


© admired ; and my aunt, waiting with an 


« ungovernable impatience the declaration 


« of your paſſion, thought the timidity of 


« youth wanted a fair opportunity which 
« my ſiſter's delicacy refuſed. Art has 
© confounded the honourable claims of 


my father on the unfortunate impreſſion. 


« which you made on my ſiſter. His 


hopes were blaſted, and miſery and ruin 


% are now heaped on our heads. The 
« dying Amelia -O piteous ſpectacle ! — 
* a diſtracted father — the ſon nurſed in 
« expectation — the fair proſpect of ample 
« inheritance—the broad world to ſeek. 


« Deſpair ſeiſed on my brain—'twas the 
moment of frenzy? Edward Hales 1 
« conſidered as the cauſe of all my miſery : 
perhaps I have erred — contrition too 
late may have ſobered my heated fancy 


Vour pardon, Edward | — impute my 
© 66 cram 
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« crime to the fiend which ſtirred my foul 
* to this deed of horror.” 


I ſtretched my hand to him I could 
not ſpeak—he retired with both his hands 
on his head—I moved to Philpot to follow 
him. 


The ſurgeon, from the great effuſion of 
blood, did not extract the ball before the 
enſuing morning. He then pronounced 
my wound not mortal. George Cornwall 
had remained in the houſe in the face of 
the moſt eminent danger of French police. 
He had declared that he would not leave 
me till he was certain of the ſtate of my 
wound. If I died under it, he was re- 
ſolved either to deliver himſelf up to the 
courſe of juſtice, or to expiate his crime 
by a violence committed on his own perſon, 


Doctor Philpot's argument to him had 


reſtored his mind to ſome calm, and his 
anxiety was now ſhewn, by every ſolicitous 
endeavour, to communicate all the aſſiſt- 
ance in his power for my recovery. 


It 


E 
——— ...... —— 

It was a juſt ſaying of him who broached 
this truth to the world, that time can only 
be eſtimated by the rapidity of human 
events, and that the man lives longeſt who 

paſſes through the quickeſt ſucceſſion of 
action in the leſs poſſible given time. It is 
thus with hiſtory, or any kind of written re- 
cital. But though this rapidity of motion 
may delight and flatter our love of vanity, 
we muſt at intervals, like the traveller, halt 
and recruit our ſpirits on the journey with 


ſome ſeaſonable and wholeſome abſtract. 
The ſoul muſt be fed as well as delighted. 


What are not the hiſtories which cannot 
be abridged to chronicle report, and the 
reader ſtored with a multiplicity of events 
in a nut ſhell? This will ſatisfy the avi- 
dity of our nature for the rapid acquire- 
ment of fact; but we ſhall ſoon be deſirous 
of obtaining the ſpring and motive of hu- 
man actions. It is then on the abſtract that 
we muſt pauſe, and upon which we muſt 
recruit our exhauſted ſpirits, too much di- 

| lated on the continual purſuit of novelty. 
SELF 
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3 ELF EXAMINATION. 


Ox the third day my wound ſhewed the 
moſt flattering ſigns of a ſpeedy cure. 
George Cornwall was elated—his heart ex- 
panded. He became the object of our 
greateſt commiſeration. 


I had paſſed in review ſome of the paſt 
actions of my life. My mind, from the 
dangers I had eſcaped, had gained a repoſe 
which it had never before experienced, and 
which, perhaps, was increaſed by the re- 
duced ſtate of my body. The mazy ſcenes 
of youth had bewildered my fancy, and I 
found myſelf ſpurred on to action without 
knowing the boundary of my wiſhes. I 
now with tranquillity adverted to their 
ſpring, took counſel of my heart, and 
ſummoned up all the vigour of reaſon 
which my youth was capable of. 


: ” i 


E 


My conſcience accuſed me of indulg- 
ing a deceitful attachment to Amelia. I 
had proceeded too great lengths without 
the deſire of ſcrutinizing that impulſe which 
had led me to the admiration of her perſon. 
My ſelf. agcuſation was redoubled with re- 

ſlecting on the dangerous ſtate of her 
health. I conſidered myſelf as the un- 
doubted cauſe, nor could ] arraign that 
hand with injuſtice whick had laid me on 
this bed of ſickneſs. The letter, which it 
was too viſible the aunt had contrived to 
aſſertain the honour of my motives in my 
ſedulous endeavours to pleaſe her niece, 
conveyed to my mind a full conviction of 
the equity of her meaſure, though, per- 
aps, I reprobated the artifice of her con- 
duct — nor was the anxious wiſhes of the 
father to haſten or to ſee the match com- 
pleated, animadverted on with that haſty 
diſpleaſure as I had at firſt conſidered. 


To ſee his daughter well and richly con- 
nected was a natural and a prudent mea- 
lure; and though his ſor: George, my bo- 
tom friend, had been well acquainted with 
my juvenile, or, perhaps, more - properly 

expreſſed, 
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expreſſed, infant engagement with Fangy 
Underwood, he might with equal pro- 
priety have been flattered with my partial 
regard for his ſiſter, and, from a matter of 
friendly delicacy, have forborn to animad.- 
vert on my change of affection. His na- 
tural vanity, too, might have inclined him 
to view the ſuperior pretenſions of his ſiſter 
over a young woman unadorned with re- 
fined accompliſhments, and thus have ex- 
tenuated the culpability of my conduct in 
the preference I had given her. 


A debate of another nature was now 
paſſing within me. I had directed another 
queſtion to my heart, | 


What was the meaſure T was about to 
adopt reſpecting Fanny? I had traced her 
thus far in her flight but in what was my 
intereſt placed? where my view ? and 
what the proſpect to be derived from it? 


Great God of juſtice ! I exclaimed; 
how the indiſcretions, perhaps crimes, of 
ſome men may, by the ſhrewd eye of men- 

os tal 
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tal ſcrutiny, be proved to challenge their 
own puniſhment in this world! 


Another reflection ſhot acroſs me, to 
convince me of the penal judgement in- 
fitted on the violation of our natural vows. 


Did not my heart, impreſſed with the 
magic power of a fair face and pure inno- 


cence, proclaim the child of my foſter 


nurſe the elect of my deſires? Was not 
eternal attachment ſworn by the ſacred im- 


pulſe of natural paſſion ? and ſhould not 
the rupture of this ſolemn tie be chaſtiſed | 


by its conſequences ? 


I bowed to the equity of this deciſion; 
ind my retroſpecting diſcernment tracing, 


with unreſerved rigour, the enchainment of 


my actions to their original ſource, heaped 
confuſion and condemnation upon me. 


Was not my pride alarmed in the con- 
tract with Fanny ? Did not the prejudices 
of the world avert this natural propenſity 1 9 
Did not my admiration of Amelia origi- 


ate from ſelf. love, coveting the preference 
; of 
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of this young lady to the attention of other 
young men of figure and fortune, who might 
have been, had their rival been removed, 
made happy by her ſanction? She ſaw 1 
admired — ſhe flattered, nay, favoured my 
withes—a reciprocal tenderneſs had paſſed, 
and before I had maturely weighed the awe- 
ful conſequence of engaging her affec- 
tions, did I not find them riveted to my 
deſtiny ? 


Alas ! was not Amelia Cornwall ſtretched 
on her death bed, and her murderer left to 
mourn in anguiſh the deed he had com- 
mitted, without the power of atonement? 
Could I then queſtion the divine juſtice 
which had raifed the hand of her noble- 
ſpirited brother to avenge her injury, and 
to convict me wirn the aweful condemna- 
tion of my own heart. as the cauſe of his 
family calamity 2 


And were Ito turn my thoughts on 
Fanny, what a pang of miſery was pre- 
pared to harrow up deſpair! To ſhake off 
the hovering image of a neglected, be- 


6 lady, the mirror of beauty, of angel 
folineh 


1 

ſoftneſs, what hope could illume my de- 
jected, deſponding heart, that peace could 
erer be reſtored to it, ſenſible of the weight 
of its tranſgreſſion? And where the 
ſtrengtk of my conſtitution to diſpel the 
ſurrounding gloom? Was there not cala- 
mity ſtill watching over me with unremit- 
ting guard, to dreſs out another ſcene of 
tragedy 2 Would Fanny liſten to renewed 
folicitation, to the renewal of a neglected 
vow, and find that renewal framed on a 
deed of this enormity ? If the ſentiments 
ſhe had penned were the genial offspring 
of her fixed reſolution — of unſhaken 
virtue 


Where my conſolation here? Could ſhe 
not be ſhaken by my perſeverance, by the 
ſoothing tongue of renewed addreſſes? 
The pliant heart of woman would, per- 
haps, turn again to its favourite object. 
The votary of true love would not be 
ſwayed by the adventitious, evils which 
long abſence might have naturally created, 
Here was my repoſe 


But what repoſe ! —— Were not my 
hopes 


L 290-3 
hopes reclined on a flander reed, which 


the ſlighteſt blaſt of fortune could ſnap 
aſunder? 


Again the pang ſpread increaſing gloom. 


If Fanny could unbend, and her heart 
recover its former tenderneſs, would not 
her well-educated mind be ſtill inflexible? 
Could that ſentiment, which marked the 
poliſh of a virtuous woman, be apoſtzte to 
her conduct? — Doubtful balance of my 
meditation! 


If they were the genuine offspring of a 
refined and natural delicate ſoul, how mult | 
they be fortified when ſhe found I had been 
the monſter of fickle paſſion in the cauſe of 
the injured Amelia! — Diſtreſſing, pitcous 
thought! 


Wherever my fancy rolled, the ſcene 
darkened upon me. But her motives, 
ſwayed by caprice, , 1 could accuſe 
her in return. 


Ah! — Montauban—Fitz-Morris—and 
under 
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under the tuition of Mrs. Gordon too 
Conjecture found its ſcope — conjecture 
could raiſe up an hydra of conviction. 
And were ſhe detected! My proud ſoul 
muſt cruſh the tender intercourſe for ever. 


Could I bring infidelity to the account 
Death ſooner might be welcomed. 


The ſex for ever loſt - accurſed the re- 
taliation would only involve me in deeper 
miſery, and the ſhaft of revenge turn ulti- 
mately on my own breaſt. 


Scarce were theſe reflections ſubſided 
when Phil pot entered the room, and in- 
formed me of the diſappearance of Samuel 
—he had ordered horſes, and was by day- 
break poſting on his road to England. 
This event cauſed me much anxiety. I 
was apprehenſive that the affair with Corn- 
wall had given him cauſe for alarm, and 
that before he could be undeceived in my 
reſolution to recover my forfeited claims 
on his ſiſter, he was, perhaps, retired with 
diſguſt, and dif poſed to find her out for the 

purpoſe 
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purpoſe of ſatisfying her mind in lier re. 
ſentment. 


Philpot had, in his correſpondence with 
him, affured him of my reſolutions to 
marry his ſiſter, and had in conſequence 
trained him up to every ſuitable accom- 
pliſhment to render him on an equality 
with the connection—he had thus received 
many rigri leſſons of honour; and the epil- 
tolary correſpondence of Philpot had re- 
peatedly endeavoured to inſti] into him the 


firm principles of a manlike and liberal 


conduct. His natural good underſtanding 
had readily comprehended the precept, and 
I found, by his behaviour and converſation, 
that his knowledge of the world and gen- 
tleman-like ideas made him competent to 
{can and ſurvey the rectitude of my conduct 
with his ſiſter. 


We had reaſon to entertain theſe "WEE 


ments from the ſudden change I had 


marked in him when I wiſhed him to be 
my ſecond againſt George Cornwall, To 
my propoſition he heſitated —his abſence 


phe 


E 
and conſirmed us in a ſuſpicion that he had 
meditated a deſperate adventure. 


The ſituation of Fanny at Paris was well 
known to him; he had correſponded with 
ber, and was well acquainted with her p2- 
culiar fituation — the recent good fortune 
which ſhe had experienced from Mrs. Gor- 
don but every other incident which re— 
lated to her reſolutions on my account h 


been, from motives of delicacy, with 


held from him; nor was he inftruted in 
my partiality with Amelia Cornwall hefo 


the del} pcratc and public method which _ 
bo George had taken to make it 


4 


known, Our fears were thus not a little 
heightencd; and, conlidering the proba- 
Uiicy of his meeting with Fanny, who had, 
no doubt, notwithſtanding my flight of 
Palton, regard at the bottom of her heart, 
be might dy the melancholy AUwatIon 
in which he had eft me at Amiens, and 
incite her feeling to a great degree of diſ- 
3: and if the renort was ſpread in the 
neignbourhocd of the Cornwalls, Amelia, 


! 


Ano might be ſtill alive, would feel the 
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ſhock, and her difſolution be incvitally 
haſtencd by it. 


Theſe anxious thoughts filled my bucad 
with torture - the doubtful ſtate of Fanny 
— the poſſbility of her being diſcover 
by Fitz-Morris — and, to add to the mca- 
fure of my diſtreſs, we had notice of Mn 
tauban having paſled through the town in 
his route to England. He had changed 
horſes at the polchouſe; ; but as he did not 
Let out of his carriage, he was not receo- 
niſed and it was only through cudofty of 
enquiry after his departure that his name 
was known. 


What a ſtream of oppreſſion did not my 
Joul experience on the ſcene which I Vas 


raerved to ſce the concluſion of — to. be 


850 pritoner under! it- the impoſſibility cf 


age to a mind ſo ſtored with * 5 


ing before me in all the alart ung Coluuts 01 
complicatec evil without the power of re- 


dreſs,. Afflictlon almoſt dricd my brail 
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33 


or Phil pot had noted this agony; and 
as in the dejected moments of our lives, w2 
acquire more true comfort ſrom the iy1- 
putifing heart of a fliend than from u 
the ſophiſtry of elocution which can be ut- 
tered to chace away our griefs — I found 
Philpot had approached my bed, and, 

placing his hand on mine, he thus ad- 
dreſſed me- 


d Eaward,” ſays he, “ a. conſiderable 
* portion of unhappineſs ſeems to have 
* marked your outlet in life this affec- 
© tionate attac ment of the too-ſenſible 
« Amelia will oppreſs the natural tender- 
** nels of your nature. Your ſurpriſal into 


© tne engagement will cauſe you many 
moments of ſorrow. Your triumph has 


* becn noble, but, I fear, will be followed 
* with afflction. 


« When we acc fully up to the admoni- 
tions of conſcience, all the reſt mult be 
left to fate, and our manhood then muſt 
ſupport us in the conflict. Had you been 
apprited of any irregular conduct by 
your viſits in that family, you might have 
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receded before the danger had been co. 
lected againſt you. I have acquiticd 
you, in my ovn mind, of wiliul miſcon- 
duct, and I would have you, therefore, 


not lay the conſequences too {crioully to 


your own heart. Amelia was, from her 


nature, delicate, and extremely fuſcep- 


tible. In theſe extremes of ſenfibility 
the conſtitution muſt treſspaſs beyond the 
juſtifiable rules of female a, and 
a young man may be made a yy 16 0 
the troubles of his conſcience beſore he 
has time to confider r of his oftence . 


«© More circumſtances conſpire to rende 
the Cornwall family true objects of our 


ſympathy. The father has a heart too 


proud to accept of favours from the mi- 
miter, and eꝗqually caltous to the inter- 


ceſſions of his ſon, George, to get him 


an appointnient undei government. He 


may juſtly be ſaid to have ruined his fa- 


mily by an over-heated zeal for parli- 
amentary buſineſs.— ſacrificed all the!e 
ties which are ſanctioned by nature to 
the idie ſhrine of public glory. This 
reflection has reminded me of the poct, 

„though, 
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«© though, perhaps, the couplet had been 
ritten to apply to another ſenſe in moral 


« ethics: 


& Painful pre- eminencethyſelf to view, 
Above llie's weaknels, and its comforts too. 


« Cornwall had ſtrained all his genius 
© to proclaim his talents to the world as 
« oritor and ſtateſman. This viſionary 
* pag cant was ſupported at an enormous 
“ cxpcence. The patriot mult. be upheld. 
* by independance, and he now finds it 

© was too he to chace the phantom, when 
& hits fortune was 1nevitably ruined. 


« The poct's couplet, I am afraid, muſt 
* now be altered thus to agree with the 
* preſent ſtate of my ruined friend: 


„ Painful depr: fi 7 —thy ſelf to view, 
Below life's ble/7ngs, and its comforts too. 


have ſaid the pride of his heart will 
* not allow him to aſk a favour from the 
* miniſter — but you ſhould well under- 
* ſtand me, when I mean to apply this 
* kind of pride to the rectitude of his po- 
e pular 


1 a F 


6 pular conduct in the tenate. It word 
66. {urcly look degrading aad cowardly in 


« the extreme for a man, who had been 
e ſtecrtag Yeivcen the virulence of t 
% parties with manlike independance all | 
6 his life, to receive a benefaction from 
& that party which he had alternately «c- 
& cuſcd und applauded. Be is, in ſhort, 
„ my dear Edward, the melancholy ex- 
& ample of a man who has been led away 
& all his life by miſguided zeal, and the 
e barren ſound of popularity.” 


We had written to Paris from Amiens 
to have our letters returned. The poi 
brought me one from my father. 


I found that my mother had cooled in 
her friendſhip for Lady Jekyll. The gre 
comet of extravagance, her ſon, was pointed 
at by the finger of contempt. His phacten 
the higheſt his purſuits the moſt expenive 
of town folly—and the lady, on whom be 
was offering all this incenſe of levity, hal 


” 1! 
found 


E 
hund more occaſions than one to mention 
his name with diſguſt to ſeveral of her for- 
mer gallants. In this contemptible con- 
duct of y young Jekyll all my mother's hopes 
were loſt in the favourite ſcheme the had 
propofed of her daughter's alliance in the 
funily ; and, with the defeat of theſe hopes, 
z great portion of her ambition had ſub- 
ted. Lady Dorothy Murray, ſince my 
ablence, had withdrawn her viſits, and had 
contrived, by the propagation of her re- 
ports againſt Sir Simon, at once to ſhew her 

vanity and anger. The hiftory of my con- 
rection with Fanny had been propagated 
12 the circle of our acquaintance, and my 
mother had frequent occaſions to aflert her 
on gnity, and fupprets her natural pride, 
by exerting her — to repel the intruding 
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When the ET 13 incite] to revenge an 
"ns It will oftentimes fink its own Gif. 
ealure in the meaſure of its reſenttnent— 


Pi 

and this feerns to have been the cafe wit! 

A ady Hales. Her aunt, Lady Dorothy, 

lad taken no inconſiderable pains to render 

my degrading attachment, as ſhe called it, 
. public; 
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public; and, from her own mortiſying {1}. 
lies, ſhe had rouled the indignation of my 


mother, who ſeemed di! iſpoſed to Coniront 
= the rumour of our acquaintance with her 
| own pertonal fanction of the intercourſe. 


When an objed is found out which cre- 
ates Pain, and which obiect is deemcd re- 
'prehenfible in the vyes of the world, ſar- 
calm and a ſtraincd _— is Jeveiled 
againſt it to render the pt More 00 {ths 
nate in the cauſe for it is {chf-evide nt. that 
the moit bitter of theſe = 8 
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